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'ffiih#Iffi#HHffi#H. rn rhe propced rirp is lcated m a rollirrg gt*iat dftBh terr*cleft by the last retreating glacier arand l0,fllo tears ago. The depocitcqrsists of stratified talers of allwi|r ed gtaciat annstr sand, grav-
et ard cobbtes that cov€r the deeper Tertiary vattry filt. rhe bill,iqr
1rcar old Prec$rim rock of the Bett Series sandstc:, rrdstqp gd
li-stqc rocts surrqlrd the depcit in tmrirg ntls scrrlpted by alpimgtaciers that fom sr interuntain, farlt blck basin rr-it o tf,e rockyllqntain Trencfi. The lhitefistr Ra.ge to the mrth, the Ftathead ard Snan
Ra.rges to the sqrthe€st ard the tess drntic satish taqge to the Bt
sumqrd this f lat-tyiqg vattey that is grercrally pock-nrked yith sir*
hotes created rdren [arge blcls of gtaciat ice rerL hried in the qrtnsh
ard tater Elted-

tp to trelve irches of fairty rell drained, sa.dy clay l,or topsoit ard
r.g to six inclres of sandy overburden overties the gtaciat sa& and grav-
els, ard tocal temace slopes dryEtrate reascrably good stabitity. Attsoil mteriat rilt be satvag€d ard stockpited arey i"c ttr" affectedtard- Fol'l'eiq rini1g,- grdiru and rippirrg, the soils rill be rept*ed,
disced ard seeded to stabilize the soil, ind prwent erciqr. ricrobesrill re-colctize the soil.

\

IBI'TI(I: Are ill rhere is m surface Fter in the penit area, tut gtacial pothotes
that 90 ret ard dry etery yeor dot the g€rEral areo. 9"t." q,l-iity in
the areo is very high rith good porosity and per-ability in thc sards
ard gravets that prwide exceilent transrissivity. Therl are 12 dcsticnter rells in the indiate vicinity of the site tltat rere driu,ed t{x}to 2fl1 feet in depth. The average static nter tevet is 50 feet andyietd 4{l to 50 gatlaB per rirute. The site ril.l be rined to a depth of
25 feet $icfr is abo,e the eiticipeted depth of the ntcr tablc, ccti-Eted to be 50 feet beta the swface &r seen in thc Jcephir: iregg
ret1-

Alt fi.ct, tr.beiczrts and dredcats ritt be kept qrt of the perrit arco,
li qt 

"g.identat 
spitts or rjor teaks frceqripnt opeiatirrg in thcpit ritt-i-diately be excryated ard rerved frothe siie- Thircfore,

the $atity an4 $rantity of the grqnd.ater strqrtd mt be incted-
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htr$+*.ii,'HFHa.'ff ffi'#f 8ii' tn Air qratity rill be degraded ard there rilt be rr irrrease in par-
ticrlete Etter. cr"ushers, screerE and trr.rckirg equiprt typicatty
calse dsty caditiqr in disturbed soil sites. Air cpal,ity ritt bc
sritored ard protected ar rEcessary. ln air qratity-pcnii rill bc
obtained fra the State le.tth Deporct- This penit reqrires, c arinirr, that spray bere bc utitized rjren opocitlrexceeds rir rriar usu
atty occrrs riren dnt is visr.rally perceptibte. cortisre u.rld bc uri-
tored through rq,rtirp irspecticr qd.lor rcspd|se to rr.6lic rcq.cats-
This is likel,y to be adeqnte to prerEnt significat ilnts of porticu.
tate Etter frc blailg off site. lbter bar€, road Eterirg eri otlrcr
drst cdttrots ritt be used c tEoessary-

qrrlativ€ l+€cts - rhe potential exists for trc cruslrer: to be opeeat-
irg sirrttanecrsly rithin cLcc proxirity rJricfi ca.rtd &r.rbtc th. ai.rtrt
of airtorre Frticllates. lffier, eadr cruslrer ruld be reqrired to
secure gr Air elatity pemit, sbide bt appticable regutatice gd stilt
coryl'y rith air $ratity standards rdridr are heal,th-based in dectoEqrt.
Irrrered tnEk tr.ffic rithin the cmtract area, Lindsry Lrr, ard rit{r-
in the penit area, together rith ssciated stakpil,irp rd todirg of
aggregste ritl atso ad to airtorrp p.rticarl,8te8. The air qrality per-
rits rill re$rire the use of spray berg qr cnrshers sd trrsfer points,
rd Eterirrg of facitity, stockpile areas, ard haut roads G t=ccssaty-
If tindsey L{E is used, Ftathead Cqnty rutd esr.n d.rthority for n-
teriqg or ptac+nt of dnt $pressdrts.

-' 
Wili 1ffih.#!stiffi1.'gi.?'"U,Are dry rare ptmtsor corer qpes pr€aentt-'

tn Groqd vegetaticr cqsists of native ard rsr-native grases rith
orcfiardgrass ard smoth bfa the dcinsrt species in pastrrc areu, rd
pinegrass, kirnikirnick, oregrrr grape the dcinmt spei:ies rithin forest-
ed arec- Yegctatidr oovens lflx of the gro.rd ard rilt be roned rd
planted agrain fottairrg rinirrg. Dqrg fir and stern tardr trecs arc
aburdant as are n^-rdrs brush and fort species. Therc is rp rccord'of
threatened or erdargered ptmts or anirls, al,thangh the area is used by
deer, elk, birds a.d s-tt re|,s. lftite ail. pl,at species riLL be
destrqcd drring rining, thry ritt be re-placedfottori-rrg rinirg, and
rny native species ril,t re-iruade the site votrntarity bt seed cmtained
in-the stripped topsoil and bt transportatiqr to the site-bt rind, nter
and animls.

5 - IF?5!:"!ggftt'##e$ffi?gff.p"Huy tYI The area is used pcinrity for grazirrg ard residential sites, bt it
also sr+ports porul,atiqs of deer, el.k, g,t ard rur-gle birds, loyotes.
foxes, rodents, raptors, irsects and variqrs other airt sFcies. Therire site is freq.cnted by thce srirts ard thry ritt be disptaced c
the rirc expa.rds. llLsr use of the area has intensified in tire Fst tr
fuades rith the irrreree in residential and comrciat activity. rhc
propos€d rire is rpt expected to significsrtly degrade ritdtife poputa-
tians.
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txl t ildtife biotogists fra the Departrent of state Lards nd D.p6rt-grt of Fish, gitdtife ard parks have been cd'"ul,ted regsrding poe"iut.
cmf licts rith .oe bt-Thre.tened and Endarrsered speciec sr.rdr L'grizzty
beers, beld eagles rd gray rclvee. There are mt ereected to be rry
-iT6cts 

qr those species frc the peopced rinirg opeiatiqr. rhe ratrratlleritage Progrn titerature serdr 8nd site ryatuaticrs have mt raEor,ed
any other erdangered or threaterEd pl,ilt or srirl species.

rhis area of the Flathead val,try is witized by a variety of ritdtifcspecies. llritc-tail.ed deer and cl,k .se the tisered habitats ii y..r-tqg-basis- The open ride tope intersFrsed in the rixed cqrifer for€stpeovide gpod habitat for ril.d turkeys. ruffed gnrus€ also usc thc tir
bered habitats dr a lreortap basis. A variety of tr6irds and sEl,l.mts use the area dr a seasqrat or yearlq€ basis. Grizzty besrs havchistorically_used porticrs of the east side of the Flathead vattey toesprirg foragirrg. The peopoeed devetorent is tocated rithin this tirgergri-zzty bear sprirg use area. Bal.d eagtes rnst al,oqg the Ftathead liverard qper Ftathead Lake. In additian, there is a poputatian of rinterirg
Batd Eagtes in the Ftathe€d valley- A variety of Ltirer raptors r^cc tfre
Fl.athead Vatley cr . seasqrat or yearl.cp basis.

The peoposed deretoprt is tocated in an area that is being sadivi&d
a.d de\retoped for hofesit€a. Theee hmsites are dr tard percels ofv?ryirrt sizes (aproxiEtel,y 3 to l0 acres). Becarse of the hcsitca
a.d the netrcrk of access roads, this area hc already experierrced a
large unt of distur-bame, hbbitat tcs and disturtarce'of the ril.dtifecamnity dricfi uses the area. uitdtife use of the area has been dirin-
ished d.c to the preserEe of the sr.tdivisim rtivities.
Potential llpacts:

tftite-tailed deer. Irrcreased hr.mn activity a.d loes of habitat rill,
adversety ieact rlrite-taited deer- frreyer, the irport*rce of thistract as *rite-taited deer rinter rarge has atready Len coercised.
The Eture cqrifer over-story, rfticfr serves aa a srrra intercept and rin-tairs the avaitabitity of the rnderstory vegetatim &rirrg p""ioa" otheavy-srn fa[l, hc been r" red thrqrgh prwicrs togging "ffo"ts- fhe
secord grorth ru present m the site does rDt provide aqlate sru
intercept, especiatly d,"irrg periods of hear47 snon fal,l,. fhe gerErat
sdtthrest aspect of the area is ccrd.cive to solar intercept ,rtiar p..-Dtes sru Elt. lrerstory vegetatia'r is avail$te for tire rjori'ty ofthe year- Forage awitability is diinished d'irrg periode or [eerrysrwfatl as there is an open overstory campy pcwidirqg rrgirst srn
intercept-

thite-taited deer habitat for the spring to fatt period and drirg Fri-ods of ritd rinter reather is present m the sitea.d ril,t be atrlleo uy
the rirp- sirEe the area ha been previcrsly tosged ard it is lcatedrithin a larger area rfridr h* been cxtensivety sridivided, tlrc areo isprobabl.y rnt optiEt riite-t.ited deer habitat-

Elk: Etk r.rse of the area urld be deterrined by the se facton atiite-taited deer. The operrress of the habitat Ey b nre condrivc to
use bt elk vs. use by rjrite-tailed deer. The extensive sr.tdiviricr ofthe area, habitat [oes,- hr.an disturterce, dastic dogs std cats, Gtc. -
has peobably affected the habitat effectiverss for cti rcre * ti-,tiite-tai led deer-

Grizzlv BeaT: The area has been a porticr of the historic spei4g use
area for grizzty bears- t dreck of the radio retocati.* ri."aied dr-iqg the qqtoing Santh Fork grizzry bear project srra m obserned rEG ofthis tract or any adj*ent areas (rEareat radio retocatidr obeervaticrns 2 to 3 lilcters distnEe). flffier. there is potential that beers

".t11 1rs9 the rite, primily a . travEt corri&r- Agnin, thc anrt ofsLtdivieiqr ccrmirq in thc arco has atrcady redEed ihe itfectivcrssof the oiea s grizzty beor habitat. Thc daretoprt of thc citc c rgravel rir: ry tirit the use of the .rs. as a trsvel corridor,- lrcref,
other tiiered habitats rithin thc arcc ritt prwide Dw-rrt corridore-
as tcg as thry are rnt cxtensively daret4ed - e.g. uidiviricr, ctc.

lald Eaotes: The eite ry be visited by rinteriqg betd cegtea rcordriq
for carriqr. The site is mt cord.Eivc to leti bald cagtct. cfoe
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lri tdt ife cqltirrred.

tsrQirds: A vrriety of specice ritt bG affectcd bt thG r*wt of thcr.rining ccrifers a.d decid.bus $rrns. Ihcsc birds rilt bc disptccdfrc the site ard/or lct. The cqrvcrsicr of the site frc s rixed cani-fer habitat to a sand and gravet operatidr to a giaas Fsttre -sr thisis o lap-ten iToct. tandird specic* rrricfi prcfer ihe grsstnd habi-tat ritt be bcnefitted: h*rer, thcrc are f*i of thece species thflr
the rr.der of species rJridl usc the rixed canifer habitat.

llternativ€ tl:

leeve ti6ered hrffers: l ti-ered buffer cqrtd be tcft orqrd the r-jority of the tract periphery rAite rinirrg progresses- A titered hrffer
cqrtd also be Left betreerr the trc pit tocstidE. rhese hrffers url,d
provide rrginal habitat for tr'.rirds r.ricft utilize ccrifers- rheyurld atso prwi& rrjirrl cover for the dritc-tailed deer rjridr use theare!- rhcy nrLd s+press sc of thc misc riicft is g€rEr.tcd hr thc
processirrg plmt. lditicralty, they nrtd act s a visr.ot borriir, attest portiatly obeoring the rirr ard peocessirg ptat-

leavg the Eture tre€s a.d snass in the buffer zaFs: At teast c: larje
larcfr tree is present in thc sdrthect correr of ttre site. As a livetree' it provides r:stirrg sit6 for setected tanGirds- In the futrrc,
as it dies ard beccs a srag it beccs even Dre val.uabte to the birds
ir$abiting the area. There are also at teast trc snags in the buffer
area betneen the th pits. These snags have been heavily us€d by r.ood-
peckers ard other birds- rhe peeserce of these snags riit provi& forag-irp ard rstirrg sitee for a variety of birds.

pqnPloqeFg of retla.ds a| the site: Deperdirg qr the depth of the Etef
tabl.e rithin the aree, there Ey be a potentiat to devetop qE or Dre
retla.ds as the anea is rined and reclaired-

Lqtg-ten ritdtife habitat area: rhe residents of the area ard the tand-rer/devetoFr of the gravet riIE Ey Fnt to negotiate {| agrecnt -
e-g- consefvatisr ease-nt, habitat Enag€Grt agne€Gnt, etc. - by rlridrthis tract of lard rculd be rraged as a ritdl.ife area aiter the gravet
rine operaticr is copteted ard rect*tiqr accoptished
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ql fhere are i+ortgrt c'ltwal, v.tl.s in the grercrat .res althq,ghthis site hae been prwio.rsly distwted b/ Dde; E, the;ebr-tt.ovirB
lffi o! the integrity of resqrces that Ey have exisied. r iuiirrar rullistoricat s.rry€y w done ard hs recorded serecal p"i.iti".-i-i"- rFisotated historicar, finds rerc identified and rec."d[d, hrt mr:ii.r otthese rere recocrded s cligiblc for tistirrg in trhc iatiqrai i"gi"a*of llistoric Ptaces. The sunrry irctrded cdrtact rith the rtatheao suKooterEi drtture caittees. rhG operator ritt givE apropriate protec-tim to any vatr.es or artifacts discoered in the arf*ied- area. Ifsignificmt resq,"ces ere fond, the operatiqr ritl be rq,ted arqrd t{resite of discwery for a reasqrable ti- r.tit satvage csr be *;il.tJ
The state [istorical, Preserratim office ritl be D.-tly mrifi-l

B$stlt1l-
therebe ex-

tYl rhere rilt be a teporary deterioraticr of €thetica 6il,c thcopereticr is urder roy. Thc sitc ic visible bt has in the tocat ercaard to traffic al.cg tirdsq Lrn, h.rt visibitity riu, mt te i'Ereueoto-traffic olc19 lrly 35 sr.tetantialty nre tlan itre cxistirg g"*.t q""-
"I!-: ttffier, reclaticr rill return the area to a visr.ratiy acc€pt-abte lardscape.

qrrtativE i+acts - An aditiqrat riniqg operaticr that irrroasce af-fected tands by 7 tirs, riil cause a rearctiqr in pcitive visu"i vah.csby rovirrg frc the vi*lred, Eado* and scatter* rcootrros-ani re-pt*irB thGe rith - irdstrial tandscape. The l.turat teidscape is rctcrmentty fithout sr-rde visEl obstnrctiqc, hmer, dr to ih. ,a--ber of hcs, drivml's ard roads qr various skytirs and other tirs ofsite.

roise - The potential exists to Dre thil dorbte the rrise terel in thelocat area rith the pcsibility of trc cr.srrers operatirrg sirrttrmsryrith atterdant ecpiprt rrise ard back-rp horrs.

Alternative ft: rhe r.rse of vegetated topeoil bers and preservaticr oftrees rjrere pcsible to red.ce r,ir: of site vis'at nugatire ipacts rdsqnd deflectiqr ard absorptim rir,r. sr.6dr thce i+acts- Atso, tirit-irg-hours of crushir€ ard screenirg to thce hours dri19 rlricfr residentslqrld '.orntly be arake -ry cause the operatidr to be t*s offersive ardmre I'ikely to red.ce ieact m taxable vatue of property. In additicr,cqE-ir|.ent reclmticr of this operation *ren sigiriticani porticrs are.irEd out ritl tirit the d|ratidr of added visual i?oct.
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| 0 - lH3|$iH"gilitfg.lffi#t?5H$1ffi. nt

IPAfiS (T TIIE ITIIAT F(R'TATIil

RESTINCE tYlII FOTETTIAL IIgACTS AF TITIGATTfl IGA$NES

' 
I - Hu.rul[f*s5flIt 

"Yill f lhrsjs,. ryl fleavy eqliptt ircl.rdi4g tnrcks, toaders, crusherc a]d Esh pt*rts
ritt create aditimat traffic hazalds, but the opeiator rlst cqiy rithatl ltSltA a.d ost|A regutatics. The operator ritt erpLoy proFr piecar
tians to avoid accidents, especiatl.y drrirrg tlpical oper.iing hq*s for
school br.rsses-

roise ritt irrrease frc peeeent l*cts r|ren eq,riFrt is active. roise
lerets are gercratty rithin the range of 6ll to 90 decibets Frcured m-
site, decresirp rith distme. As a ceeriscr, sand terels for ordi-
nary activities sudr s clce cqrversatiqr at 60 decibels and rrsic frc
a radio at 70 &cibets are cqsidered to be rderate- Leryets abore 90
decibets are adrere, ard prolonged erpcure cgr tead to heerirrg tcs-
Qrrtative t+octs - The potatial for short terr use of 200-ldl rqrdtriF for large, gravel, hantirrg trrrks m Lidsry Lse ritt d signifi-
cntly to potentiat safety hazards for others usirrg thc rod- Thc nser
of trr.rcks nltd irrrccc significatty in respcrse to a sFcific project,
h.tt sucfi projects nrtd rprrlly be short-ter*d.

Alternotive tl Accessilg State highray 35 directty thrqrgh the rcrintey
operatiqr rilt redre the likel,ihood of traffic and traffic-pedeetrim
accidents-

t2'IffiB'.T*[t$1,; Oft The acreage listed in the Type ard prrpce of lctidt ritt be takenqrt of agricultrral/ritdtifc habitat ..d Frt into indrstriaL/c*rciot
use. tpo.t co?l.eticr of rining, the lard ritt be retu.ned to its Feyi-q|s use.

''ffiffi fditlffi ffi{g"rss:*r* txt
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11' ftPfthHi:liff It! SffgP"Hteor et iri -natc tal r*€rrE?
tYl - CurulativG t?oct - fhe introdrtiqr of a targe srd ed gravel.
rinirrg operatio r=xt to a rrdr sriler qe into a larlety agri-it,-ar,rural/residential areo haa the possibility of redrcirrg the aitr*tivernss
of potcntial ha hl;ers seekin, that t),pe of tivi4g errlra-ni.- nisred.rtim cold affect the Erketability'of existirp hors, rd thereforc
G4tse e red-rctiqr in sale price of hcs ard peoperty in the arce. Thisred.ctidr in property valr.cs cq,rld l,ead to a ics in reat 6tatc t.xc8 to
Flathead cdrty upon $rccessfut apeal bt the flErrs to the cqnty a.dthe State.

Ber:ficiat effects dr tax base of havirp a gravel pit at this taatiqr
1n:l,rdu avail.abitity of lmr cct aggregates to tire tocat rcsidentc fordrivwalrs, septic aysters md filt rteriar; redred project bid cct fochigh*y ca*trrctiqr atqg hidr.ay 35; ipeorurt of th; s'rrace, graa.
ard design of Lindsry Lrre adi*ent to the project.

Atternativ€ fl Gqurrrent rectetidr, strategic placcrt of yugetated
topsoit bers ard naturat trec bemiers ritt redre the visuat * misei+octs. fhese actiae, togsther rith redred operatirp hqrs erd e tin-gle c^.rslrer operatilg at dE ti-, shanl,d soften the i;ets to . c-
ceptabte tetet for rearbf residents ard potentiat ha L,ryers-

15. m rhe operaticr rill recpire periodic site waluaticrs by DSL staffutil sucfi ti- as the site is sr.ccessfulty recl,ai-d to the reqriredpost-rining use- rffirr. these evatuatiqE a|.e usr.rally perfor-d incmjrrctiqr yith other area operatiqrs-

"'#l.uiffift'#ffiitHffi,ffFr ryl city/cornty zmir€ clearame has been obtained. rining at this siteritl be ccrentnated in short, infreq.ent episodes respcrdifo to -i*projects suh-as poving ad ridenirg lrrry 35. overatl br targ terr irp6cts qr tq||"ists atcrg llly 35 are rrt cqrsidered to be significdrt.
Silrort ten irpacts an tocll residents Ey be sisnificdtt.

_lmri*ss['-iffiffiihi:
txl

"' mfffiT:#ffi'{frl*se *n*:r* -
flt

-ff 
ffiiiffi"ip"+nffi rrrfsi?f:sTr ilt

'-ffi ffi plf"[5nn'"I5$Td,ililhltior txI

2l . gllFEllr:pneRr^rBcr^LAr' EomtrccrRcl||_ txI

22. Alternatives Considered:

AlternatLvc {1: .ProPg?ed.pl?n with gitiqatioEs: tfc pLt nould be per.nLtted ee pro-posedwithcbangeg!9.ndiatbeprccedingPart3agfo11ow:
Part 5' (lfildll'fe) use of tLnbered buffers auring-portioas of uiaing, reavingrarch treeg and,snags.ae neitiag eites, 

""""ia"iing aerei-6";a-of wetlaade if rater isencountered, and consLdering grinting a couservati5n or haiitat nanagenent eaaenent on tbeland when it Le reclained
Part 8' (Aesthetica) use of vegetative berns, leaving trees during sone phasesof nining, reduced bourg of oleration, opii;ai;; onry one crueber at a tine, and reclana-.tion of finished areas in a t-Laery nanne-r 

"",iiiog irogr""""r.-Part 11' (E€altb and saf-ty1 Access righia] 15 airectly fron creston sand tGravel to avoid Lindsey Lane.
Part 1{. (Iax base) Inplenenting Ltene in Part 8 abovs to soften the lose ofProp€rty teras due to tbe depree-e{ug erfeit on nearby property values of bavlng a graverpl't locatod Ln an othsmr.rc -rurer/r5etdenii"i-.r"".

AlternatLvc a2: gronoFel-agtLgn wlthgut,-nLtiqation. lhc pit would bc pernittcd agsubnittcd by thc app
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at this
gaasouS

Opencut

enLsrionc
Aggregate

end proJect coats.

. T!. pit woul,d not be pemitted and irpactg would not occurwould be hauled frol a gr€eter distance iacreacing fuel use,

23. Public rnvolvenent, Agencl.es, croups or lndivLduarg contacted:stat. Eistoric Preaervation offLce, llontaua xeiitage progran, u.S. Fish end tfildlifeservLce, lloatane Fi:h, wildlLfe aad Parks, Kootetrai aaa rtafUeaa culture connittees,personal lailing t9-:rl p-artLcLpants.to-tbe previous creston sand & Gravel public leeting.A public reetiag wLll bc-beld on April 19 at-z:oopn in croeCon.-
2{. otbar GoverrroeEtal Ageaciee witb irurisdiction, List of pernits lleeded:
^ l{91ta1a DsPartlent of Eealtb and Environnental Scieace, Air euality Bureau for AirQuality Per:rit; lline safety and Eealtb Adninistration ror'giiety penit; ltontana Depart-lent of Labor & -rndustry' Bureau_of-safety for safety peruit; Dlpartreat of Fish, t{ildlifeand Parks, and Cbrl.g yde, DsL Wildlife Ai6logist.
2s - }lagal'tudc and significaace of potentiar rnpacts rlfot Applicabls, A linding of sigrnificance Li relevant only to tbe reguLrenent toPraPerc ar ErB uadgr llEPA. Eow6vqr, tbe etatutory tJ.ra conrtiaiatc of tic opcncut yinLngAct preclude preparation of en Ers. Therefore, a6 ruch fiading is neeeas"ty-l-t".
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RESPONSRS TO WRITTEN PI]BLIC COMMENTS
(paraphrased and combined where possible)
SCHELLINGER LINDSEY LANE SITE

1. COMMENT: The cumulative effects of having two sand and gravel operations so
close together would be unacceptable to local homeowners.

RESPONSE: Schellinger has agreed to limit operations to only one crusher at a
time, will utilize Creston Sand & Gravel's Lxisting operation and enter Uighway 35 directly
9yfug the Highway 35 paving project, will limit hours of operation to 7:00am 

-to 
8t00p-, 

-

Monday through Friday, will haul only (no crushing) on Saturday and will not operate at all
on Sunday

2. COMMENT: Lindsey Iane has blind curves and ste€p sections that cause traffic
hazards, especially during winter months.

RRSPONSE: Mining will remove many of the sharp curves and steep hills along
the north side of the permit. Lindsey Lane will be re-located to the extreme north boundary-
of the 40 acre parcel, straightened and grade will be reduced.

3. COMMENT: Residents with respiratory problems and others are concerned that
dust and emissions will cause unhealthy conditions.

RESPONSE: The county has the authority to require dust controls on Lindsey
Lane. The Montana Department of Highways enforces dust controls on the highway proiect
during its operation, and the Air Quality Bureau enforces dust controls on the 

-rustrliAuring
crusher operation. The crusher would be required to secure an Air Quality permit, abide by
applicable regulations and comply with air quality standards which are health-based in de-
velopment.

4. COMMENT: Public notice was short, failed to reach everyone and inadequate
time was given for comments.

RESPONSE: The department sent personal letters on March 14 to all individuals
or families who voiced concern or attended the meeting two ye:trs ago, scoping for con@rns
and asking for comments by March 22. Then, after finding there to be substantial concern,
extended the permit review perid another 30 days with the applicant and announced a new
public meeting. Another mailing was made notifying all respondents of the upcoming public
meeting and a legal advertisement was placed in the Daily Inter Lake on April t+ anO t6. A
public meeting was held on Aprit 19, 1995.

5. COMMENT: Noise from the equipment is disrupting to nearby residents. Con-
tinuous, loud noise is a health problem for local residents.

RESPONSE: The department is not able to enforce any limits on noise since
there are no statut€s in place in Montana that address noise off-site. If noise levels exceed
nationally accepted danger levels, the department would request the operator to reduce noise



to acceptable levels. The department has noise measuring equipment and would respond !o
complaints.

6. COMMENT: Property values and tax base will be adversely affected in the area.
Property taxes are increasing every year, but sales values are dropping due to the ongoing
mining. Taxpayers are thereby being squeezed by this operation.- 

- -

RESPONSE: The opening of another, larger gravel mining operation next to a
smaller one in this rural/residential area has the possibility of reducing ttre attractiveness of
homesites to potential home buyers seeking that type of living environment. This operation
could also affect the marketability of existing homes, and therefore cause a reduction in sale
price of homes and property in the area. This reduction in property values could lead to a
loss in real estate taxes to Flathead County upon successful appeal by the owners to the
County and the State.

Beneficial effects on tax base of having a gravel pit at this location include availability of
lower cost aggregates to the local residents for driveways, septic systems and frll material;
reduced project bid cost for highway construction along highway 35; improvement of the
surface, grade and design ofLindsey Lane adjacent to the project

It is thought that concurrent reclamation, strategic placement of vegetated topsoil berms and
natural tree barriers will somewhat reduce the visuat and noise impacts. These actions,
together with reduced operating hours and a single crusher operating at one time, should
soften the impacts for nearby. residents and potential home buyers.

7. COMMENT: The effects on wildlife, especially wintering elk, year-round white-
tailed deer and wild turkeys have not been addressed.

RRSPONSE: This area of the Flathead Valley is utilized by a variety of wildlife
species. White-tailed deer and elk use the timbered habitats on a yeartbng basis. The open

1dq9 gls interspersed in the mixed conifer forest provide gooa niUitat for wild turkeys.
Ruffed grouse also use the timbered habitats on a yearlong basis. A variety of landbirds and
small mammals use the area on a seasonal or yearlong basis. These animals will be dis-
placed temporarily during mining, but will return following reclamation.

The proposed development is located in an area that is being subdivided and developed for
homesites. These homesites are on land parcels of varying sizes (approximately f to tO
acres). Because of the homesites and the network of access roads, this area trai atready
experienced a large amount of disturbance, habitat loss and disturbance of the wildlife com-
munity which uses the area. Wildlife use of the area has been diminished due to the pres-
ence of the subdivision activities. There are not expected to be any long-termed impaits on
those species from the proposed mining operation.

8. COMMENT: The effects on threatened and endangered species such as grrzzly
bears, bald eagles, Bny wolves, peregrine falcons must be addressed-



It

RRSPONSE: Wildlife biologists from the Department of State Lands and Depart-
ment of Fish, Wildlife and Parks have been consulted regarding possible conflicts with use
by Threatened and Endangered species such as gizzly bears, bald eagles and gray wolves.
There are not expected to be any impacts on those species from the proposed mining opera-
tion. The Natural Heritage Program literature search and site evaluations have not ieveateO
any other endangered or threatened plant or animal species.

9. COMMENT: Consideration must be given for cultural and historic values.
RESPONSE: A Cultural and Historical survey was done and has recorded sever-

al primitive tools. Two isolated historical finds were identified and recorded, but neither of
these were r@ommended as eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.
The survey included contact with the Flathead and Kootenai Culture Committees. The oper-
ator will give appropriate protection to any values or artifacts discovered in the affected area.

10. COMMENT: Quality of life is negatively affected already by the Creston Sand &
Gravel operation. This increase will only make things worse.

RESPONSE: This area is not currently zoned as residential. Restrictions placed
on the permit such as hours of operation, visual sireening, limitations on crushers and recla-
mation in areas no longer needed for mining will soften somewhat the impact of this opera-
tion.

11. COMMENT: The topsoil may not be put back on adequately for grasses to
grow and to control weeds. The operator could go broke and leave a mess.

RRSPONSE: There is a performance bond in place that would allow the
department to reclaim the land if the operator is unable to do so. The department is required
by law to see that the work is done as specified in the plan of operations.

12. COMMENT:
ral/residential area.

Visual impacts will be unacceptable in this otherwise ru-

RESPONSE: While some impacts cannot be avoided, restrictions placed on
the permit will keep the disturbance to a minimum. The operator will mine the north part
first leaving trees as a visual buffer for as much of the operation as possible, will place
seeded topsoil berms along the perimeters for visual screens and will reclaim portions no
longer needed for mining

13. COMMENT: Dust from the road has been bad in the last two years and
complaints to the Air Quality Bureau in Helena have been ineffective in controlling it.

RESPONSE: The operator must comply with the state Air Quality standards.
Failure to do so may constitute breach of this permit as well as the Air Quality permit.
Failure to comply with other required permits could result in withdrawal of this permit and
subsequent penalties. The department will respond to complaints about excessive dust.

14. COMMENT: The school bus turn-around on Highway 35 near the proposed
access will be hazardous to children with additional truck traffic.



RESPONSE: During the conduct of operations on the highway re-construc-
tion, the operator will follow all safety procedures required under its construction contract
with the Montana Department of Transportation. This will include signs, speed reduction,
flagging and traffic control. Special consideration will be given during school bus loading
and unloading.

15. COMMENT: Lindsey I-ane is poorly maintained and cannot handte heavy
commercial traffic such as gravel trucks.

RESPONSE: The Flathead County Road Department is currently designing
reconstruction of the Lindsey I-ane approach to Highway 35. Much of the problem with the
rough, rutted and rocky surface will be alleviated at that time. Maintenance should be re-
duced with the new design.

16. COMMENT: Residential use of the area preceded the gravel pit and obvious
changes in land use should dictate that this not the proper location for a gravel pit.

RESPONSE: This is a land use issue and should be addressed through zon-
ing and not this permit process.

17. COMMENT: Concerns voiced at the Creston Sand & Gravel meeting two
years ago were noted and dismissed, many of which have come to pass. Expectations are
that the same will happen again.

RRSPONSE: Many of the impacts referred to are qpical of sand and gravel
operations. It is not within this department's authority to eliminate the operation nor to
restrict it in such a way so as to make it impossible for the operator to exercise its right to
mine. Complaints that were received by this department were handled immediately. 

-

18. COMMENT: There are already many gravel pits in the area so another one
at this location is unnecessary.

RESPONSE: This is also a land use issue properly addressed by zoning.
Also, it is not within this department's authority to limit the number of mines or permis in
an area.


