
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

MARC RACICOT, GOVERNOR

-STATE 
OF MONTANA

(406) 444-2544

September 1, 1998

To Whom lt May Concern:

The Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEO) has prepared the following
Environmental Assessment as required by law in ARM 16.2.626(2) and ARM 16.2.628(2).
This project involves removing one underground tank and installing a 560 gallon double-wall
clad steel tank underground tank with double-wall flex piping at 4O1 North 31st Street in
Billings, MT.

The DEQ prepares Environmental Assessments to inform interested government agencies,
public groups, or individuals of a proposed action and to determine whether or not the action
may have a significant effect on the human or natural environment. This Environmental
Assessment will be circulated for seven (7) days. After the seven-day comment period, DEQ
will decide what action to take regarding this permit.

lf you care to comment on this proposed action, please write or call the Remediation Division
by September 8, 1998. Our telephone number is 406-444-1420 and our mailing address is
P.O. Box 200901, Helena, MT, 59620-0901.

Sincerely,

/#//ffi";4

PO BOX 200901
HELENA, MONTANA 59620-090T

StP O 4 pgB
Jeff Tobin
Environmental Engineer Specialist

cc: Environmental Assessment
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O/O NAME: Bil]rnqs 401 '.loint Venture FACILITY NO: 56-I3765

PERMIT NO: 99-0091 .4' DATE OF APPLICATION: 8/6/98

PERSON PREPARING EA: Jeff Tobin, Env. ,"r7K(. COUNTY: Yellowstone

LOCATION: 401 North 31st Street Bi11inqs, lfl

FACILITY NAME: First Interstate Bank EA COMPLETED: 9/T/98

DESCRfPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION: Remove one 560 gallon bare steel underground
storage tank and install a double-wall clad underground storage tank with double-
wal1 flex pipinq.

DESCRIPTION OF THE BENEFITS AND PURPOSE OF THE PROPOSED ACTION: COMP1Y With
December 1998 recruirements.

n.

B:
U:

Significant Unavoidable Impacts
Insignificant as a result of condiLioned mitigation
Insignificant as proposed

POTENTIAL IMPACTS

A b C LONG
TERM

JNUKI

TERM

AMPLIFTCATION

PHYS ICA], ENVIRONMETtrT

1. TOPOGRAPHY: Are there
unusual geologic features?
will the surface features
be chanqed?

X No significant imPacts.
Location is currently in
a developed area.

2. GEOLOGY AND SOIL
OUALITY, STABILITY AND
Mr)TqTTTPtr. Ara f r:ai'l c@

.-mnF -t. i l'r'1 c nr r rns tab 1e
soits present? .A,re there
sncci al rcr.l amaiion
considerations ?

X No s j-gnif icant impacts.

3 . WATER OUA],ITY,
OUANTITY AND DISTRIBUTION

Groundwater 15'-25'
l-rc l nw crrorrnd flouble -

--^11 ts-'.r- ^-l ^..i,wa.r 1 EanK drru p r-p ]-ng
should contain any
-^t ^-^^^ r*ahn.Ieaecl:'e!'. Arr(jrruflng
should not be required
for this water depth.

Ara imnorfanf srrrface or
groundwater resources
nrcsenf? Ts rhere
nrrl-Fnl- i al for violation of
ambient water quali-ty
standards, drinking water
maximum contaminant
I orrel s. or dcoradation of
water ouali-tv?
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POTENTIAL I!,IP.LCTS

A B c LONG

TERM
SHORT
TERM

AI{PLIFICATION

4. AIR OUAIITY: Will
pollutants or particulate
be produced? Is the
project influenced by air
guality regulations gr
zones (Cl-ass t airehed) ?

x Natural air current,s and
vent pipes will
dissipate hydrocarbon
vapors to a safe leveI.
No significant impact.

5. DEI{ANDS ON

EIVIRONMEIMAT RESOT'RCES OF

I,AI[D. WATER, .AIR OR EN-
ERGY: will- the project
use resources that are
limited in the area? Are
there other act,ivities
nearby that will affecL
the proiect?

x no significant, impact.

5. TMPACTS ON OTFER

EIITITI RONMENTA], RESOURCES :

Are there othef studies,
plans or projects on this
tract.?

x None known.

7 . TERRESTRIAL, AVIAI{.
A}iID .AOUATIC LIFE .AT{D

TIABITATS: Is IhErC
subst,antial use of the
area by important
wildlife. birds or fish?

x Minimal wildlife, birds,
or fish on or around
this facility. No
sigrnif icant impact.

8. VEGETATION COVER.

OUAIiIIIITY .ATiTD OUAIITY :

Will vegetative
conrnunit,ies be permanently
altered? Are arry rare
pl-ant,s or cover types
present?

x. No significants impact.
Facility is and will be
primarily concrete,
asphalt, or compacted
road mix.

9 . T'NIOI]E, EIIDA}IGERED.
FRAGILE OR LIMITED
EN\IIRONMEIITAL RESOI'RCES :

Are any federally listed
threatened or endangered
species or identified
habitaL present? Any wet-
tands? Any species of
cnar:i al rroneern?

x None known. No
significant impact.
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POTENTIAI, IMPACTS

A b C LONG
TERM

SHORT
TERM

AMPLIFICATION

10. HISTORICAL AND

ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE : .A.re

any hj-storical ,

archeological or pal-eo-
ntological resources
present?

x None known. No
significant impact

11. AESTHETICS: Is the
project on a prominent
topographical feature?
Wilt it be wisible from
populated or scenic areas?
Will there be excessive
noise. liqht. or odors?

x Business will be visible
from the roadway and
adjoining properties.
Noise, 1ight, and odors
will be typical for a
medium sized conwenience
store with fuel sales.

12. AGRICULTURE: Will gr
azing lands, irrigation
waters or crop production
be affected?

x No significant impact
Area is currently
iarro'l nnad

HI]MAN ENVIRONMENT

1. SOCIAL STRUCTURES AND
MORES: Is some disrupt.ion
of nati-ve or traditional
lifestyles or cornmunities
possible?

x None known. No
significant impact

2. CULTURAL UNIOUENESS
AND DIVERSITY: WiIl the
action cause a shift in
some unigue quality of the
area?

x None expect.ed. No
significant impact

3. DENSITY AND
DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATfQN

x None expected. No
significant impact

AND HOUSING: Will t'he
project add Lo the
population and require
additional- housinq?

4 . HUMAN HEALTH & S.AFETY:
Will this project add to
health and safetv risks in
the area?

x Natural air currents and
tank wents should
dissipate the
hydrocarbon vapors to a
safe levef . Double-wa1l
tanks and piping should
contain anv releases.

5. COMMUNITY & PERSONAL
INCOME: Will t.he facility
generate or degrade
income?

x No change from existing
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POTENTIAIJ IIIPACTS

A B c LONG

TERM
SHORT
TERM

A}fPLIFICATION

6. OUAMTITY AITD

DISTRIBUTION OF

EMPLOY-}IENf: Will the
project create, move or
eLiminate jobs? rf so,
estimate number.

x No change from existing.

7. I,OCAL ^ATiTD STATE TAX
B,ASE REVENUES: !{i11 the
project create or
eliminate tax revenue?

x No change from existing

8. DEMAIiTD FOR GOVERNMEIWr

SERVICES: Will
substantial traffic be
added to exist,ing roads?
will other services (fire
protection, Police,
schools, et,c.) be needed?

x Minimal change from
existing. No
signif icant irq)acc.

e.W
AT{D .AGRICTILTURA],
ACTIVITIES AT'[D PRODUQTION :

Will the project add to or
alt,er these activities?

x No siginificant impacts
Area is currentLy
developed.

10. ACCESS TO AtiTD QUJ\TITY
OF RECREATIONAL AIiID
WIITDERNESS ACTIVITIES :

Are wilderness or
recreational areas nearby
or.accessed through this
tract? Is there
recreatsional potential
within the tract?

x Recreational or
wilderness areas are not
accessed through this
property.

].1. .AESTHETICS: Ig thE
projecE on a prominent
topographical- feature?
will iE be visible from
popul.ated or scenic areae?
Will there be excessive
noise, licht or odors?

*. Business will be visible
from the roadway and
adjoining properties.
Noise, Iight, and odors
will be tlpical. for a
large office building.

12. LOCALLY .ADOPTED

t*o't*oNugNT'AL pLi${S AriD
GOALS: Are there state,
countff, city, USFS, BLM,
t,ribal , etc. , zoning or
management plans in
cffant ?

x Neither local nor state
off icials have' e:<trrressed
a concern over this
project.
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PUBLIC TNVOLVEME}ilI:
assessment

The only public involvement I am aware of is this environmental

ALTERNA,TIVES CONSIDERED: Single-wal1 tank is less costly
environmental protection.Above ground tank or propane tank
aesthetiaally acceptable .

COMPLIANCE STATUS: This project, as permitted, wilt be in
regulations. The facility must, however, be operated and
with the UST rules and requlations.

but provj-des poorer
would not be

compliance with the UST
maintained in accordance

RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING PREPARATION OF AN EIS:
disturbance.

Not necessary at this level of

nmlrnn ^nnrrnd ^- AGENCIES COIfl|ACTED OR WHICH MAy HAVE OVERLAPPING,JURISDICTION: Fl_re
Prewention and Inwestigation Bureau regulates abowe ground components.

INDIVIDUALS OR GROUPS CONTRIBUIING TO THIS EA: The tank contractor, personal
knowledge of the area, 1ocal zoning officials, and the facility owner.

cc: Director
Divi s ion Admi-ni st.rat.or
Governor's Office
Legislative Environmental Policy Office
Paul Sihler - DEQ - DFWP

POTENTIAI, IMPACTS

A B c LONG

TERM
SHORT
TERM

AMPLIFICATION

13. TRANSPORTATION: Will
the project affect local
transportation networks
and traffic flows?

No signj-ficant imPact


