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Helena Area Resource Office
930 Custer Avenue W
Helena. MT 59620 June 30, 1998

TO: GovernoCs OfFrce, Julie Lapeyre, Room 204, State Capitol, POB 200801, Helena, MT 59620-0801

Environmental Quality Council, Capitol Building, Room 106, POB 201704, Helena" MT 59620

Dept. Environmental Quality, Metcalf Building, POB 200901, Helena, MT 59620-0901

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks

Director's Office
Fisheries Division
Wildlife Division
Parks Division
Lands Section
Legal Unit

FWP Commissioners
MT Historical Society, State Historic Preservation Office, POB 201202 Helena, Nff 59620-1202

MT State Parks Association, POB 699, Billings, MT 59103

MT State Library,1515 E. Sixth Ave., POB 201800, Helena, MT 59620

James Jensen; Montana Environmental Information Center, POB 1184, Helena,MT 59624

Janet Ellis, Montana Audubon Council, POB 595, Helena, MT 59624

George Ochenski, POB 689, Helena, MT 59624
Broadwater County Commissioners, Courthouse, Townsend, MT 59644

Jerry DiMarco, POB ll7l,Bozeman, MT 59771

MT Wildlife Federation, POB 1175, Helena,MT 59624
Glen Hockett,745 Doane Road, Bozeman, MT 59715

Skyline Sportsman's Assoc., Box 173, Buffe, MT 59701

Jefferson Valley Sportsman's Assoc., POB 663, Whitehall, MT 59759

Prickly Pear. Sportsman's Assoc., 1721 Virginia Dale St., Helena, MT 59601

Senator Dan'Hurwitz, PO Box 585, White Sulphur Springs, MT 59645

Represenative Gay Ann Masolo,20 Duck Drive, Townsend, MT 59644

Ladies and Gentlemen:

The Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks proposes to expand an existing parking lot at the Ray Creek access to the

Canyon Ferry Wildlife Management Area (CFWMA) and build a new parking lot offRiley Road that would

u.".r, the WMA. These parking lot projects are being proposed to provide additional parking and improved

access to the WMA due to increased use of the area by recreationis! primarily hunters. These projects occur

on the Canyon Ferry Wildlife Management Area, which is located approximately I mile north of Townsend,

MT and is situated along the south end of Canyon Ferry Reservoir. The area is administered by the Bureau

of Reclamation and isLanaged by Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks under a special agreement with

Reclamation.

b;t rrnA '.rJe'/



Enclosed please find an Envlrcnmental Assessment for your review. The comment period for this proposal
begins July l, 1998 and will end at 5:00 p.m. on July 15, 1998. Please send any comments to Tom Carlsen,
Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife & Parks, PO Box 998, Townsend, MT 59644.

enc.



DRAFT
I|EPAr/NEPA/HB{ 9 5 CHECKIJI ST

PART I. PROPOSED ACIIION DESCRIPTION

1. Type of Propoged Stat€ Actlon_PaIB,irSLI-qi_

Townsend. MT.

2. Agency Authorlty for
Wildlife & Parks

3.

l.

tbe Proposed Action Montana Fish.

Name of Project Rav Creek and Rilev Road Parkino T,ot-s

Nane, Address and Phone Number of Project gponsor (if otber
tban the agency)

If Appltaable:

Estimated Construction/Commencement Date Aucrrrst- 1g9a

Estimated Completion Date August l-998
Current Status of Project Design (8 cornplete) 1c)0 *

Location Affected by Proposed Action (county, range aDd
townsbip)

5.

5.

7.

Ray Creek - Broadwater Co., T7NR2E Section 4
Riley Road - Broadwater Co., T7NR2E Section 9

Project Size: Estimate tbe number of acres that
directly affected that are curreDtlys

Acres

(a) Devetoped:

residentiat

industriat 

-IL(b) opeft Space/iloodtards/Recreation llL

o getlands/Riparian Areas 

-Il-

(d) Ftoodptain

(e) Productive:

irrigated cropland

dry croptand

forestry
rangeland

Yould be

Acres

-Il-

-n-
n

.n
_tL

8. l(ap/sLt,e plan3 attacb an orl.ginal 8 Ltt x lilr or larger section
of the nost recent ugcg 7.5. series topograpbic nap sbowing
tbe loeation and boundarl.es of the area tbat you]'d be affested
by the propos€d action. A different map scale may be
substituted if mor€ appropriate or if required by agency ruIe.
If avaLlable, a site plan sbould also be attacbea.
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9. NarratLv€ SummarAl of the Proposed ActLon or Project lncludlng
the Benefite and Purpose of the Proposed ActLon.

10.

(a)

These projects occur on the Canyon Ferry Wildlife Management
Area, which is located approxirnately 1 rnile north of
Townsend, UT and is situated along the south end of Canyon
Ferry Reservoir. The area is adrninistered by the Bureau of
Reclamation and is managed by Montana Fish, wildlife and Parks
under a special agreement with Reclamation. The Proposed
Action consists of expanding the existing parking lot at the
Ray Creek access to the Canyon Ferry Wildlife Management Area
(CFWMA) and building a new parking lot off Riley Road that
would access the WMA. These parking lot projects are being
proposed to provide additional parking and improved access to
the WMA due to increased use of the area by recreationist,
prirnarily hunters.

The Ray Creek access is the main parking area for accessing 2
of the ponds on the WMA. During opening day of waterfowl
season L997 there were over 50 vehicles parked in this one
lot. Many hunters use boats to hunt frorn and because this
parking lot is narrow and doesnrt have the capacity to handle
current use, it rnakes parking, especially with a boat trailer,
very difficult. The proposed improvements to this parking
area would be to widen and lengthen the lot to increase
parking capacity and accessibility.
The Riley Road parking lot would be a small parking facility
with a capacity of 6 vehicles. This parking lot would access
one of the agricultural leases on the ffi'IA that receives use
priurarily by upland bird hunters and waterfowl hunters field
hunting. There currently is no parking facility in this
vicinity and hunters park on the County Road.

Total estimated cost for the 2 parking lots is $L5,635.

L,istLng of any other Local, State or Federal ageDcy tbat has
overlapping or additional Jurisdiction.
Permits:

Agency Name Permit Date Filed/#

N/A

(b) Funding:

Acrencv Name Fundincr Arnount

Bureau of Reclamation $10, 0OO



(c) Other Overlapplng or AdditLonal JurlEdictional
Responsibllltles:

Agency Narne Tltle of Responsibility

Bureau of Reclanation Owner of property

11. Ll.st of lgrnoLes Consulted DurLng PreparatLon ol the EA:

Bureau of ReclanatLon

o



PART TI. EMTIRONMEMIAL REVTEW

PHYS ICAIJ ENI/IRONII|ENT

Uil, l. the proposed action resutt in:
Can lfipact

Be
l{itigatedPotentialty

Siqnificant

' a. SoiI instsbitity or changes in geotogic
subst ructure?

b. Disruption, disptacermnt, erosion,
cofipaction, moisture [oss, or over-covering of
soiI rhich routd reduce productivity or
ferti t i

' c. Destruction, covering or modification of
ic or ohysic6t festures?

d. Changes in sittstim, deposition or erosion
patterns that may tnodify the che:'rnel of a river
or stream or the bed or shore of a [ake?

e. Exposure of peopte or property to
earthquakes, Iandstides, ground faiture, or
other natural hazard?

f. other (tist)
Naffative Descr
if needed):

Project proposes
surface. Due to
Secondary Effects

the Crmllative Secordary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additionat pages of narrative

to cover idle ground with fill material to provide a parking
the small acreage involved (0.75) there are no Cumulative or
on the Land Resources.

2. AIR

tJitt the proposed action resutt in:

I l,lPACT" can lnpact
Be

lli t igated
CmrEnt

lndex
Unknorne llone H i noro

Potentiat Iy
SiEnificant

' a. Emission of air pottutants or
deterioration of arbient air quatity? (also see
13 (c))

x

b. Creation of obiectionabte odors? x

c. Atteration of air mvemnt, moisture, or
tefiperatu!"e patterns or sny change in ctimate,
either tocaIty or reqionatty?

x

d. Adverse effects on vegetation, including
crops, due to increased emissions of
po[ [utants?

x

e. iFor P-R/D-J proiects, rilt the project
resutt in any discharge rhich ritt conftict
rith federat or state air $.ntity regs? (Atso
see 2a)

x

f. Other x

q

-v
o
f0

Narrative Description and Evatuation of the Curulative and Secondary Effects on Air Resources (Attach additionat pages of narrative
if needed):

lndude a rnrrdiw edpbnatbn under Parl lll deecribing the lcope and level of impact. lf the impact is unknoum, explain why tho unkno*n impacl hat not or can

nol be evaluated.

Include a namthre de*rlgtbn addrecolng the item. ldentilied in 12.8.€O+1a (ARM)

Determine whethor th€ d€lcrlbed impact may reeult and reapond on the checklict. Describo any minor or pc{€ntially dgniflcant impacte.

lnclude a dlrcusrlon abor.rt the ilgue in the EA narratlve and Include documentatlon if it wlll bo usetul.

4



There are no Cumulative or Secondary Effects on Air.

]. TAIIS

llitt thc proposcd action tcsutt in:

IltPAcT' Can lrpact
8c

ili tierted 'iffill
Unknourc Xonc llirrcro Potenti.t ty

Sisnificant

' a. Dischargc into surfacc rater or any attcration
of gurfecc |ater qu.tity irctuding but mt linited
to teoDeraturc. dieeotved oxvsen or turbidity?

x

b. Changeg in dreinagG pattGrns or thc r.tc ond
arm{nt of surfacc ruroff?

x

c. Atteretfon of thq coursc or nagnitudc of ftood
reter oi othcr ftoro?

x

d. Changcs in thc apurt of aurfccc mtqr In !'ry
ratcr bodv or crcrtion of c ncr r.tGr body?

x

e. Exposurc of pcoptc or property to |!tcr rclated
hazards srch as f toodlnE?

x

f . Chanses in the qntity of groqtdrater? x

o. Chamcs in the cirantltv of orouldllter? x

h. lrrcrcase in risk of contamination of surfrce or
ororrrdreter?

x

l. Effects on any existirp ratar right or
reservstion?

x

j. Effects on other roter uaera cg a regutt of eny
atteration in surface or srourdr.ater <patity?

x

k. Effccts on othcr uscrs as c rcsutt of any
alteration in surfacc or ororndreter cumtitf

x

t. 00fgf,-PllD:I, ritl thc prolect affcct a
desiqnated ftoo&tain? (Also sec 3c)

x I
n. lfgrPllQ:[, ritt the projcct resutt in eny
dischargc that xitt affect federat or st.te rater
q/8tity resutations? (Also sce 5e)

x

n. other: x

llarrativc Descnipticr ard Evutuetim of thc Cuilt.tivc ard Secondery Effecta on yater Resources (Attach ditionat pagee of narrative
if needed):

There are no Cnnulative or Secondary Effects on Water.

trrclrdc e rrrdn oO|rdon urder P.d lll rlcrqlblng |hc &op. .nd levd ot lmfci. lf th. lnpcc| b unlapwn, epbln why thc unlsitdytr lmp.cl h.. noa

ncl br w.fudod.
lrclrldc r mrtdvo Cccrtptoo rOArccff thc lcmr ldcrdllcd ln 12.8.GD+le (ARM)

Dctcrmlnc tryh.O!. thc dcrcribcd bnprct nny rcut erd ruepond on thc chocldC. Oo.ctlba.tly rlinor or pofenthlV rbnlllcen[ knpecir.
Irthrdc r d.cuadon &ort Otc brlc ln |ha EA nrrrilrp rnd lnclub documcnhtlon lt lt wlll bc wctul.
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4. VEGETATIOII

Uitt the proposd action resutt in: Potentistty

6. changes in the diversity, productivity or
of ptant species ( irctuding trees,

and oquatic ptsnts)?

b. Al,teretion of a ptant coflmmi

c. Adverse effects on any unique, rare,
threatend. or endangered species?

d. Reduction in acreage or productivity of any
icuttura[ [ard?

e. Estabtishment or spread of noxious reeds?

f. flFor P-R/D-J, ritI the project affect
or orime and unioue farmtand?

llarrative Description ard Evatuation of the Curutative and Secordary Effects on Lard Pesources (Attach edditionet pages cf narrative
if needed):

Covering of ground may alter plant species, productivity or abundance and replace
current vegetation with a less potentially productive surface. However, due to
the small acreage and the fact that similar vegetation is not linited adjacent
to the proposed parking lots there are no Cumulative or Secondary Effects on
Vegetation.

5. FISH/UILDLIFE

ttitl, the proposed action resutt in:
\

ll,lPACT" Can lrpact
Be

l,litigated
Ccl|rent

lndexUnknorn" llone l,li noro Potentiat ly
Significant

7
a. Deterioration of critical fish or ritdtife
habi tat?

x

b. Changes in the diversity or atx.ndance of gam
animats or bird soecies?

x

c. Changes in the diversity or abundance of nongarc
sDecies?

x

d. Introduction of ner species into an area? x

e. Creation of a barrier to the migration or
movefl€nt of animats?

x

f. Adverse effects on any rnique, rare, threatened,
or endangered soecies?

x

g. Increase in conditions that stress ritdtife
poputations or timit ahrrda.rce (irrctrding
harassnent, tegal or ittegat harvest or other hunan
activity)?

x

h. flFor P-R/D-J, ritt the project be perfonned in
any area in rhich T&E species are present, and ritL
the project affect any T&E species or their habitat?
(Also see 5f)

x

+
.-.

-vl.

lnclude a narrdra oganaion undor Pad lll dercriHng the rcope and lerd of impact. lf the impact ic unknorvn, explain why the unknoryn impec{ ha. nol or cen

nol be evaluated.

lrrclude r nerrrttue d€lcrlpllon addrecing thc [cmt kbntlfl€d in 12.8.@4-1a (ARM)
D6termino whethor the dercribed lmpecl may recult and reepond on the checkllet. De3cribo.ny minor or potentlally ttigniflcant lmpacte.
lnclude e dlccugion about tho iccrc in lhe EA nemtfue and include documentation if it will be uretul.

6



I. OfCt-lllD:I. ritt thc projcct introduca or
export rw gpccicc not Prcrantly or historlcetly
occurrino in thc tlon? (Atso sac

larratir6 Decription ard Evatuction of tha Curutatlvc and Secondary Effccts on Lend Resourcee (Attach dditiomt pagae of
if needed):

There are no Cunulative or Secondary Effects on Fish or Wildlife.

EU}TAN EITVIRONUEITT

6.W
Uitt thc proposcd tction rcrult in:

ntP cTr Can lrpect
8o

llitigated
Cc|rnEnt

lndextlnkrpnrr llonc llirrcr' Potentiatty
Sisni f icant

a. Increases in cxisting noisa tavele? x

b. Exposure of peopte to scrvc or ruisancc trcisc
lavelc?

x

c. Creation of ctcctrootetic or etcctrmgnctic
effects thlt coutd bc dctrircntal to hunn
heotth or propcrty?

x

d. lntcrfererrcc rith radio or televiaion
receotion ard oocration?

x

e. Other: x

xsrrativE Deecription erd Evatuatlon of the Cr.nrlativc ard Secondary Effects on land Resources (Attach additimet pagee of narnative
if needed):

;H::a::e 
no Cumulative or Secondary Effects in relation to Noise or Electri|

7. tAtD-lSE

tlitt the propoced action rcsult in:

txPAcT' Can lrpact
Be

Iitlgated
Cilmnt

lndextlrkmut' XorE llinor' Potentiat ty
Si sni ficant

a. Atterltion of or intcrfctdEa rlth thc
productivity or profftabitity of thc cxiatlng
tard use of an ercc?

x

b. confl.icted cith a desiEnated naturst erea or
area of nreual scientific or edrcational
i[portsrEe?

x

c. Conftict rith any existirrg trrd use droee
prcsencc routd constrcin or potcnti!tty prohibit
the proooeed action?

x

d. Advcrsc cffectg cr or rctocltion of
residenccs?

x

e. othcr: x

llarrativE Deecription ard Evatuatian of thc Ctnrtctivc ard Secondary Effects on Land Reaourccs (Attach additionat pagcs of narativ.

q

)
a
ta

tnddc I rrrdrc eOhnatlon udsr Ped lll dcrcdbir4 thc ecope md lewl of impect. lt lh€ lmp..l ir unknown, epbin why tho unlctown lmp.cl h.! nol ot q!
nol bc.vrlu.tcd.
Includc. mrdlo dcrlpdon dhcrlklg th. [dno ldcn0ficd h 12.8.O1-'le (ARM) V
Dcierrrhc who0rcr thc dacdbod Lrrprd rny truf ud nrpond on thc checldb. Deqlbc eny mlnor of polenthlly.lgnlllced lnpcctr.
lnctdc e dbcurdon .bod thc L||lc h tho EA nrdvc md lncftrdc doctmcnhtlon f I lvil bc u..fu|.

7



if needed):

There are no Cumulative or Secondary Effects in relation to Land Use.

). 
nrsrrnel-rx HAzARps

uitt the proposed action resutt in:

lilPAcro C8n lrpact
Be

l,{i t i gated
Cq|nent

lndex
Unknorno None l{ i nor' PotentiaI ty

Sisnificant

a. Risk of an exptosion or retease of hazardous
substances (inctuding, but not timited to oi[,
pesticides, chemiccls, or radiation) in the
event of an accident or other fomrs of
di sruot i on?

x

b. Affect an existing emergency response or
eflErgency evacuation plan or create a need for I
ner ptan?

x

c. Creation of any human heatth hazard or
Dotentiat hazard?

x

d. oFor P-R/D-J, ritl any chemical toxicants be
used? (Atso see 8a)

x

e. Other: x

Narrative Description and Evatuation of the Curul€tive and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additional pages of narrative
if needed):

There are no Curnulative or Secondary Effects in relation to Risk/Health Hazards.

9. coilt'ruHtTY II{PACT

llitt the proposed action resutt in:
\

IMPACTO Can lrpact
Be

Hitigated
Coment

Index
UnknoHno None ll i noro Potentiat ty

Si qni f icant
J-a, Alteration of the tocation, distribution,
density, or gror.th rate of the hunan population
of an area?

x

b. Atteration of the socia[ structure of I
cormrni ty?

x

c. Atteration of the [eve[ or distribution of
elptoynent or com"mity or personal income?

x

d. Chanqes in industrial or comiprciat activity? x

e. lncreased traffic hazards or effects on
existing trsnsportation faci I ities or patterns
of movement of oeoote and soods?

x

f.Other: x

qav
a
oo

llarrative Description and Evatuation of the Cunrtative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attach ditionat pages of norrative
if needed):

There are no Curnulative or Secondary Effects in relation to Community fmpacts.

lndude a narrahp ec9bnation under Part lll deccdbing the rcope ard level of impact. lf the impact ie unkno,rrn, explain why the unknortn impact har nol or c.n
not be er?luated.

lrrcludc a nerretive d€.crlptlon addrecCng the ltcmr ldontitl€d In 12.8.604-1a (ARM)

Determine wtrethcr fre dacrib€d impcct .n y r6ult end reopond on thc ch€cklbt. Doecdbo .ny minor or potenthlly aignificant impact .

lnclude a dlrcugion abor,i the ilrue In the EA nenrthrc and lrclude documentatlon if it will be ursful.

I



10.

Uitt thc proposd rction rcsutt in:

lltPAcT' Cm lrpcct
BO

,li tlgrt.d
CCr|rpnt

lndcxUnkrrcwic Lonc ll i nor' Potentiatty
Siqnificant

e. lfitt thc propoacd cction hevc cn cffcct t^?on
or rcsutt in r nccd for rrr or ttterad
govermnntal services in any of the fottoring
arcas: firc oc poticc protcctioal, lchoote,
parks/rccrcetionat f aci t i tice, roade or othcr
nblic aaintanafrce, rater erppty, sarer or
septic aystcr, eolid rcetc dlcpooal, hcctth, or
othcr govGflmntct eervlccs? lf rrry. gpcclfy:

x t

b. uitt thc propoeed action hew rn cffcct tpon
the tocal oi statc tax basc and rcvcnre?

x

c. tlitt the propoeed .ction rceult In s nocd for
ner facititice or erbetential cltcrrtior of any
of the fottoring utititlce: ctcctric porcr,
natural gee, othcr f|let arfpty or dlstrlbutlqr
svste||B. or cormnicatlons?

x

d. Uitt thc proposed action rcsutt in increas€d
used of env gte|.ov source?

x

' c. Dcfine oroiccted ieyerara aoiirce3 x x

' f . Define projcctGd mintcnarcc coctc. x x

E. Other: x

llamativc Description ard Evalwtion of
if needed):

There are no C:urnulative

thc Cqrletive and Secordary Effectg on lend Resources (Attach edditionat pagee of narrative

or Secondary Effects on Rrblic Serrrices/Taxes/Utilities.

1I. AEIIIEIIqVSECSEAIIS

llitt the propoeed action result in:

ITPACTC Can lflpact
8c

Xitigated

T
Cdrmnt

lndexUnknqrn' Xone llinoro Potentiat ly
Sisnificant

a. Atteration of any scenic viste on creation of
an aestheticatty offensiw sitc or cffect that
is ooen to q.btic vier?

x

b. Atteratim of thc testhctic charactcr of c
ccnmni ty or midrborhood?

x

'c. Atterrtion of thc qltity or qrlrrtity of
recreat i ma t /tour i sm opporthi t i e3 8nd sett i ng8?
(Attach Tourism Remrt)

x

d. aftf-PllD;rl, ritl cny &signated or propoecd
rild or scenic rivers, trailc or rildernesg
arcas bc fF.ctcd? (Atso ece lle , 11c)

x

c. other: x

llamrtiw Oescriptim ard Evatution of thc Crnrtativc and Secondary Effccts on Latd Resources (Attach additionat pagee of narrativc
if needed):

These projects erill enhance recreational opportunites on the WMA by providing for
better access to the area. There are no Cumulative or Secondary Effects on
Aesthet icslRecreation .

a

a
fo

lncbde e rgrdw oeheUon under P.rt lll dcrslblng thc rcopc rnd leitcl of lmpec{. It Olc lmp.cl b unknown, otel.in why th. unlqt*n lmp.ct h.. noa or cql
,rol bs av.hJdcd.
l,Flrd.. nerntw dceslpllon rd&r*n thc lom ldctillfiod h 12.8.d)+1. (ARM)
Dotcrrdrp wficthcr thc docrlbcd knp.ct nrey rrt.il md opond ot Orc cfi.cKn. Dcrcrlbc rny mlnor or potonth[y Cgnlflcrd imp*lr.
lndudc. dbcurhn rbqtth. blr h th. EA mm0vcryd lrcludodcumcndoo lf Irryl[ bc urctul.

9



Csn lrpact
8c

Ii tigated

12. CUI.TURAL/HISTORICAL RESCIJRCES

lJiLl, the proposed oction resutt in: Potentiat ty
Sisnificant

Destruction or atterstion of any site,
or object of prehistoric, historic, or

teontotogicat ilportance?

b. Physicat ch€nge thet routd affect unicsle

c. Effects on existing retigioue or gacred uses
of a site or area?

d. llFor P-R/D-J, ritt the project affect
histonic or cutturat resources? Attach SHPo
tetter of ctearance. (Atso see 12.a)

tlarrative Description and Evatuation of the Curutative and Secondary Effects on Lard Resources (Attach 6dditionst pages of narrative
if needed):

There has been a cultural survey on the entire m'IA in the past and recently a
preliminary cultural review was conducted on both parking lot sites by the Bureau
of Reclamation archeologist. There evidently rtas a homesite in a portion of the
proposed expansion of the Ray Creek parking lot. On this site there will be no
excavation of material. Some fill will be hauled in from off-site to leve1 the
area to grade. Therefore, there will be no surface disturbance other than the
placing of fill material. On the Riley Road site a drainage ditch will be
rerouted around the parking lot to insure the integrity of the drainage that
ditch provides. Construction activities witl be monitored and if any items are
discovered which nay be of potential cultural value are discovered, the Bureau
of Reclamation archeologist wilI be irnmediately notified and construction

]tivities halted until the items can be properly reviewed. Because there will
lG no surface disturbance in known cultural sites there are no Cumulative or

Secondary Effects on Cultural/Historical Resources.

13. SUI,I}IARY EVALUATIOII OF SIG}IIFICANCE

Ititt the proposed action, considered as a rtrote:

I}IPACIO Can llpact
Be

lli t igated
Cofinent
lrdex

Unknorno llone lil i noro
Potentiat ty
Signi f i cant

a. Have irpacts that are individuatty limited,
but curulatively considerabte? (A project or
progrsm may result in inpacts on tHo or [xrre
separate resources rhich create a significant
effect rhen considered together or in totat.)

x

b. Invotve potentiat risks or adverse effects
rhich are hcertsin hJt extrefiFly hazardoue if
thev Here to occur?

x

c. Potentialty conftict yith the substantive
requirenpnts of any locat, state, or federal
[ar, regutation, standard or format plan?

x

d. Establish a precedent or tiketihood that
future actions rith significant envirorrEntal
imnetc gi I I ba 6F6nrrc*t?

x

+

v
I
0t

lnctrde a narrdw €lphnatbn under Part lll de*riUng the rcope and l€vel of impac't. lf the impact is unknourt, explain why the unknown impact har nol or can

not bo *aluated.
lrrclude a narratiw deacrlption addrcrcing the ltemc ts€ntltlod in 12.8.604-'le (ARM)

Determine udrether the dercribed impac.t may rcult and ropond m the checHirt. Delcrlbo 3ny minor or potentially cignifhant impec{s.
lrrcludo r dbcucelon ebotil the ireue in thc EA narralhrc and include docurnentation it it will be uceful.
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o. Gancrltc Lrtcntlrt dcbrto or controvcrsy
cbout thc mture of thc lrpactr thlt Houtd bc
crcatcd?

x

f. Ofgf-8:ElD:rt, lr tho projcct axpcctd to hcvc
organlzcd opporltlon or gcnGrutc slSetantlat
Er.btic controwrry? (Atgo ge l3c)

x

a
C. O0fgt-PllD3l, tict ury fcdcrct or strtc
ocnnlts rcoircd.

x

Xarrutivt Dcccrlptlon and Evelrrrtlon of thc Gtnrlatlvr atd Sccordrry Effccts on Lard Ra8osrcra (Attach lddition t plgcs of nerrrtive
if rucdcd):

f Hrdr e rr$l ogfdon urtd.r Prd lll dclctlbhO ftc rcopr nd bvtl of fnp.ct. lf |he lmprcl b unlcwn, 4laln wtry thc unknown Irnp.cn h.. nd q
ndbrrvrlffi.

) Inclrd. r mrirr drcdp0m eilllrdne tho lnn ldrlillctl h 12,0.O4.1r (ARlr)
o Dtrnnh. uAdrr iho drcrtrd fnprcl tny td ld nrgond m thr chrclfr. DcrcrlDo lU mhor c pdgfly rlgdfrc.rf hrre6.
oo lnchdrrdsnlon&d0f hrhl|trEAmrdwrndInclttlr &anrddonIttwlb.trdd.

It

o



5.

3.

4.

6.

7.

2. Description and analysis of reasonable alternatives (including the no
action alternative) to the proposed action whenever alternatives are
reasonably available and prudent to consj-der and a discussion of how the
alternatives would be implernented:

No Action Alternative - The expansion of the Ray Creek parking lot and the
construction of the Riley Road lot would not be done.

Evaluation and Iisting of mitigation, stipulation, or other control
measures enforceable by the agency or another government agency:

Not Applicable

Based on the significance criteria evaluated in this EA, is an EIs
required? YES / NO If an EIS is not reguired, explain Utfy the EA is the
appropriate level of analysis for this proposed action:

The appropriate level of analysis for these proposals is an Environmental
Assessment (EA) and an EIS is not required. Based on this analysis there
are no significant irnpacts on the Physical or Human Environrnent.

Describe the level of public involvement for this project if any and,
given the comptexity and the seriousness of the environmental issues
associated with the proposed action, is the level of public involvenent
appropriate under the circumstances?

The EA was sent to a standard mailing list and put on the State bulletin
board. A legal notice was also placed in the Townsend Star newspaper
announcing the Proposed Action, detailing how to get information on the
project, how to get copies of the EA, and how to comment on the proposal.
A 15 day public comment period (July L through July 15, L998) was set and
this level of public involvement h/as felt to be appropriate given the
magnitude of these projects.

Duration of comment period if any:

L5 days.

Name, title, address and phone number of the Person(s) Responsible for
Preparing the EA:

Tom Carlsen
wildlife Biologist
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
P.O. Box 998
Townsend, MT 59644
406-266-3367

PART III. NARRATIVE EVAIJUATTON AIID COUIIENE

l- b. At the Ray Creek parking lot expansion, approximately one-half acre
of idle ground will be covered with filllsurface material to provide for
a parking surface. At the Riley Road site less than one-quarter acre will
be covered with fill/surface rnaterial. Both areas are in a portions of
an agricultural leases on the WltA that are not used for fartning and due
to the small acreage involved this inpact on soil is considered to be
minor.



-

4 a & b. Both gites currently are vegetated by non-natlve grase specLes..
The flll/surface naterlal will cover thiE graEE but due to the snall area
Lrnpacted (<O.75 acres) thls ls a very mlnor impact.

10 €. Funding for these projects will come fron two sources wita
lpproxinately.951635 coming from FWP as a Capital Expenditure and 91orU
fron Reclanation.

10 f. There will be Eone maintenance assocLated with these parklng lots
such a6 fence maintenance, slgns, and parking lot surface maintenance.
All ttrese maintenance ltens occur on a very infrequent basis and wlll be
J.ncorporated into regular naLntenance actlvities already occurring at
other adJacent sLteE at llttle additional coEts. Maintenance coEts are
egtLmated at around $100-$2oo annually and funding will come out of
existing budgete.
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