MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION
WATER RESOURCES DIVISION
WATER RIGHTS BUREAU

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

PART

1.

PART

I. PROPOSED ACTION DESCRIPTION

TYPE OF ACTION: WATER USE PERMIT APPLICATION NO. 40N-104412-00
WATER RIGHT CHANGE APPLICATION NO.
PETITION OR OTHER ACTION:

APPLICANT/CONTACT NAME AND ADDRESS: USA (DEPT OF INTERIOR BUREAU OF
LAND MGMT), RT 1-4775, GLASGOW, MT 59230

WATER SOURCE NAME: UNNAMED TRIBUTARY ROCK CREEK
LOCATION AFFECTED BY ACTION: NWSESE SEC 6 T37N, R38E, VALLEY COUNTY

NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT AND ACTION TO BE TAKEN: THE
DNRC SHALL ISSUE A WATER USE PERMIT IF AN APPLICANT PROVES THE CRITERIA
IN 85-2-311, MCA ARE MET. THE APPLICANT IS SEEKING A WATER USE PERMIT TO
CONSTRUCT A 300 AF RESERVOIR ON AN UNNAMED TRIBUTARY OF ROCK CREEK. THE
WATER WILL BE USED FOR STOCK AND WILDLIFE FROM JANUARY 1 THRU DECEMBER
31, IN SECTIONS 5,6,7 AND 8 T37N, R38E, VALLEY COUNTY.

AGENCIES CONSULTED DURING PREPARATION OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT:
NONE

II. ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT CHECKLIST:

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

SOILS/GEOLOGIC FEATURES:

DEGRADATION OF SOIL QUALITY OR ALTERATION OF SOIL STABILITY, MOISTURE CONTENT,
GEOLOGIC SUBSTRUCTURE, UNIQUE GEOLOGIC FEATURES, ARCHEOLOGICAL SITES?

NO

EROSION:
ALTERATION OF EROSION OR SILTATION PATTERNS WHICH MODIFY STREAM BEDS OR LAKE
SHORES?

NO

VEGETATION/NOXIOUS WEEDS:

CHANGE IN OR ADVERSE AFFECT ON DIVERSITY AND PRODUCTION OF LOCAL PLANT SPECIES
INCLUDING ANY UNIQUE OR ENDANGERED SPECIES (INCLUDING TREES, SHRUBS, GRASS,
AND AQUATIC PLANTS)? ESTABLISHMENT OR SPREAD OF NOXIOUS WEEDS?

NO



AIR:
DETERIORATION OF AIR QUALITY, OR ADVERSE EFFECTS ON VEGETATION DUE TO
INCREASED ATIR POLLUTANTS.

NO
WATER:
ALTERATION OF SURFACE WATER OR GROUNDWATER QUALITY INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED
TO TEMPERATURE, DISSOLVED OXYGEN OR TURBIDITY OR QUANTITY OR DISTRIBUTION?
NO
FLOODPLAIN:
CHANGES IN DRAINAGE PATTERNS, COURSE OR MAGNITUDE OF FLOOD FLOWS, OR EXPOSURE
OF PEOPLE/PROPERTY TO HAZARDS (FLOOD)?
NO
WILDLIFE HABITAT/MIGRATION:

DETERIORATION OF CRITICAL FISH OR WILDLIFE HABITAT? CREATION OF A BARRIER TO
THE MIGRATION OR MOVEMENT OF FISH OR WILDLIFE?

NO

ENDANGERED SPECIES:
ADVERSE EFFECTS ON ANY UNIQUE OR ENDANGERED SPECIES?

NO

HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

EXTISTING LAND USE:
ALTERATION OF OR INTERFERENCE WITH THE PRODUCTIVITY OR PROFITABILITY OF THE
EXISTING LAND USE OF AN AREA?

NO

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:
DESTRUCTION OR ALTERATION OF A NATURAL AREA OF SCIENTIFIC OR EDUCATIONAL VALUE
OR PREHISTORIC OR PALEONTOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE?

NO

POPULACE:
ALTERATION OF THE LOCATION, DISTRIBUTION, DENSITY, OR GROWTH RATE OF THE HUMAN
POPULATION OF AN AREA? ALTERATION OF SOCIAL STRUCTURE OF COMMUNITY?

NO
TRANSPORTATION:

INCREASED TRAFFIC HAZARDS OR EFFECTS ON EXISTING TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES OR
PATTERNS OF MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE AND GOODS?

NO



SAFETY:
CREATION OF ANY HEALTH HAZARD OR AFFECT ON EXISTING EMERGENCY RESPONSE OR
EVACUATION PLANS?

NO

PUBLIC SERVICES:

HAVE AN EFFECT UPON OR RESULT IN A NEED FOR NEW OR ALTERED GOVERNMENTAL
SERVICES IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING AREAS: FIRE OR POLICE PROTECTION, SCHOOLS,
PARKS/RECREATIONAL FACILITIES, ROADS OR OTHER PUBLIC MAINTENANCE, WATER
SUPPLY, SEWER OR SEPTIC SYSTEMS, SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL, HEALTH, OR OTHER
GOVERNMENTAL SERVICES? HAVE AN EFFECT UPON LOCAL OR STATE TAX BASE?

NO

UTILITIES:

CREATES NEED FOR NEW OR ALTERED FACILITIES FOR ANY OF THE FOLLOWING UTILITIES:
ELECTRIC POWER, NATURAL GAS, OTHER FUEL SUPPLY OR DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS, OR
COMMUNICATIONS?

NO
AESTHETICS:

ALTERATION OF ANY SCENIC VISTA OR RECREATION OPPORTUNITY OR CREATION OF AN
AESTHETICALLY OFFENSIVE SITE TO THE PUBLIC?

NO
OTHER:
NO
2. SECONDARY AND CUMULATIVE IMPACTS: NONE
3. REASONABLE ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED ACTION, INCLUDING THE NO

ACTION ALTERNATIVE: NO IMPACTS HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED. IF THE
PERMIT IS NOT ISSUED, THE APPLICANT WILL NOT HAVE THE BENEFIT OF A
STOCKWATER AND WILDLIFE RESERVOIR IN THIS AREA.

PART III. CONCLUSION

BASED ON THE SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA EVALUATED IN THIS EA, IS AN EIS REQUIRED?
NO

IF AN EIS IS NOT REQUIRED, EXPLAIN WHY THE EA IS THE APPROPRIATE LEVEL OF
ANALYSIS FOR THIS PROPOSED ACTION:

THERE WILL BE NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACTS, THEREFORE NO EIS IS REQUIRED.

PREPARED BY:

NAME : RON MILLER
TITLE: WATER RESOURCE SPECIALIST
DATE: JANUARY 6, 1999



