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February 22,1999

Environmental Quality Council P.O. Box ZO|7O4 Helena MT 59620-11,04
Dept. Of Environmental Quality P.O. Box 200901 Helena MT 59620-0901
Montana Historical Society sHpo p.o. Box 201202 Helena MT 59620-1202
Montana State Library P.O. Box 201800 Helena MT 59620-1g00
Janet Ellis MT Audubon Council p.O. Box 924 Helena MT 59624
Montana Wildlife Federation P.O. Box I 175 Helena MT 59624
Montana State Parks Assn. Paul Hickman, Director p.o. Box 699 Billings MT 59103
George Ochenski P.O. Box 689 Helena MT 59624
city of Great Falls - Public works Dept. p.o. Box 5021 Great Falls MT 59403-5ozl
cascade county commissioners courthouse Annex Great Falls MT 59401
Heritage Park Commission p.O. Box 1093 Great Falls MT 59403
Synde Abernathy, HPC Long Range planning, l l27 Fourth Ave N. Great Falls MT 59401
Ben Rangel, Senior Planner, Dity - Counry Planning Board, P.O. Box 5021 Great Falls MT 59403-5021
Doug wicks, Recreational Trails Inc. zl27 Fourth Ave South Great Falls MT 59405
Great Northern outdoor club cody cass - president 916 Fourth Ave Havre MT 59501
FWP - Director's Office
FWP - Parks Division

Attention: Jeff Erikson
FWP - Wildlife Division
FWP - Fisheries Division
FWP - Lands Section
FWP - D&C Bureau
FWP - Legal Unit

Ladies and Gentlemen:

This letter announces the availability to comment on the EA for an easement from FWp to the
City of Great Falls for construction on a water line through state park land. The Environmental
Assessment is attached for your consideration. Comments will be accepted through 5:00 pm
March l1 , 1999.

Questions concerning this project should be directed to Dan Smith, Region Four - FWp, p.O.
Box 6610, Great Falls MT 59406 or by calling (406) 454-5940.
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Mike Aderhold
Regional Supervisor
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2.

3.

4.

5。

6.

MEPA/NEPA/HB495 CHECKLiST

Type of Proposed State Action

FWP proposes grant an easement to the City of Great Falls to construct a
waterline across state Park property near the River's Edge Trail.

Agency Authority for the Proposed Action

FWP has authority to provide development and access for public recreation.
23-2-101 MCA.

Name of Project

Speck Waterline Easement

Name, Address and Phone Number of project sponsor (if other than the
agency)
FWP - Parks Division
P.O. Box 6610
Great Falls MT 59406
(406)454-5840

lf Applicable:

Estimated Construction/Commencement Date 2/g/gg
Estimated Completion Date 6/1/gg.
Current Status of Project Design (% completel 75o/o

Location Affected by Proposed Action (county, range and township)

Cascade County: Sec 5, R4E, T20N.
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7.
:

Project Size: Estimate the number of acres that would be directty affected
that are currently:

(a) Developed:
residential ... O acres
industrial -O- 

""r",
OpenSpace/Woodlands/Recreation <l acres

Wetlands/Riparian
Areas o acres

Floodplain O acres

Productive:
irrigated cropland 0 dry cropland

ｂ

　

　

　

ｃ

ｄ

　

　

　

ｅ

f orestry
rangeland
other

0 acres
0 acres
O acres
O acres

2



8. Map/site plan: attach an original8112" x 11" or larger section of the most
recent usGS 7.5' series topographic map showing the tocation and
boundaries of the area that would be affected by the proposed action. A
different map scale may be substituted if more appropriate or if required by
agency rule. lf available, a site plan should also be attached.
０
　
ぅ
。

碧窒/1へて S
ヽ

くrfどギ

〆て■)

―・・―― :::。 ま

『

 '¨
*d [, A- I l--i C-t-- &r;r Cr!^-'



E× HIBIT
IR,RIGATION LINE EASEMENT IN THE NWl/4 OF SECIION 5,

T2ON, R4[, P.M.M., CASCADE COUNTY, MONTANA

DESCRIPTION

A troct of lond locoted in- the N\il1/4 of Section 5, I20N, R4E, P.M.M., Coscode County,
Montono, being 30 feet in width ond the centerline more porticulorly described os followsi

Beginning ot the Northwest Corner of soid Section 5; thence South 36'43'07' Eost,o distonce of 2321 .74 feel to o point on the Southerly boundory of C.O.S. #2999 ond
being the TRUE POINI 0F EEGINNING; thence South 21'57'5t" Eost. o distonc'e of 26.56
feet to the Northerly right-of-woy of the Highwoy 89 Byposs ond contoining 0.018 ocres.

S21・ 57'51"E  26.56'
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9.

10.

Narrative Summary of the Proposed Action or Project inctuding the Benefits
and Purpose of the Proposed Action.

This Project will allow FWP to cooperate further with the City of Great Falls.
There is no reason to deny this reasonable

Listing of any other Local, State or Federat agency that has overlapping or
additional jurisdiction.

(a) Permits:
Agency Name Permit Date Fited/#

None

(b) Funding:
City of Great Falls 100%

(c) OtherOverlappingorAdditional Jurisdictional Responsibilities:

None

11. List of Agencies consulted During preparation of the EA:

Thomas, Dean and Hoskins, project Designer
Fish Wildlife and Parks Region 4
Fish wildlife and Parks, Design and construction Bureau - Helena

Headquarters
Fish wildlife and Parks, Lands Bureau - Helena Headquarters
Fish wildlife and Parks, Legal Unit - Helena Headquarters
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> a. Soil instability or changes in

b. Disruption, displacement, erosion,
compaction, moisture loss, or over-
covering of soil which would reduce
productivity or fertilityT

> c. Destruction. covering or
modification of any unique geologic or

d. Changes in siltation, deposition or
erosion patterns that may modify the
channel of a river or stream or the bed
or shore of a lake?

e. Exposure of people or property to
earthquakes, landslides, ground failure,
or other natural hazard?

1. LAND RESOURCES

Will the proposed action result

Narrative Description and Evaluation of the cumulative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additional pages of narrative ifneeded):

+ lnclude a narrative explanation under Part lll describing the scope and level of impact. lf the impact is unknown, explain why the unknown
impact has not or can not be evaluated.
Include a narrative description addressing the items identified in 12.8.604-la (ARM)
Determine whether the described impact may result and respond on the checklist. Describe any minor or potentially significant impacts.tt lnclude a discussion about the issue in the EA narrative and include documentation if it wilt be useful.

5



> a. Emission of air pollutants or
deterioration of ambient air quality? (also
see 13 (c))

b. Creation of objectionable odors?

c. Alteration of air movement, moisture, or
temperature patterns or any change in
climate, either locally or reqionally?

d. Adverse effects on vegetation, including
crops, due to increased emissions of

e.tFor P-R/D-J oroiects, will the project
result in any discharge which will conflict
with federal or state air quality regs? (Also
see 2a)

2. AIR

Will the proposed action result in:

Narrative Description and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Air Resources (Attach additional pages of narrative if needed):

+ lnclude a narrative explanation under Part lll describing the scope and level of impact. lf the impact is unknown. explain why the unknown
impact has not or can not be evaluated.
lnclude a narrative description addressing the items identified in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)
Determine whether the described impact may result and respond on the checklist. Describe any minor or potentially significant impacts.

aa lnclude a discussion about the issue in the EA narrative and include documentation if it will be useful.
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PHYSiCAL ENViRONMENT

> a. Discharge into surface water or any
alteration of surface water quality
including but not limited to temperature,
dissolved oxygen or turbidityT

b. Changes in drainage patterns or the
rate and amount of surface runoffT

c. Alteration of the course or magnitude
of flood water or other flows?

d. Changes in the amount of surface
water in any water body or creation of a
new water body?

e. Exposure of people or property to
water related hazards such as f

f . Changes in the quality of groundwater?

g. Changes in the quantity of

h. lncrease in risk of contamination of

i. Effects on any existing water right or

k. Effects on other users as a result of
any alteration In surface or groundwater

l. faFor P-R/D-J, will the project affect a

ted floodplain? (Also see 3c)

m. fFor P-R/D-J, will the project result in
any discharge that will affect federal or
state water quality regulations? (Also see
3a)

3.VVATER

the proposed action result

1. Effects on other water users as a result
of any alteration in surface or

roundwater quality?

Narrative Description and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Water Resources (Attach additional pages of narrative if neededl:

+ lnclude a narrative explanation under Part lll describing the scope and level of impact. lf the impact is unknown, explain why the unknown

^ 
impact has not or can not be evaluated.
lnclude a narrative description addressing the items identified in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)

' Determine whether the described impact may result and respond on the checklist. Describe any minor or potentially significant impacts.aa lnclude a discussion about the issue in the EA narrative and include documentation if it will be useful.
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PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

a. Changes in the diversity, productivity or
abundance of plant species (including
trees, shrubs, grass, crops, and aquatic
plants) ?

b. Alteration of a plant communityT

c. Adverse effects on any unique, rare,

d. Reduction in acreage or productivity of

f. itFor P-R/D-J, will the project affect
wetlands, or prime and unique farmland?

4. VEGETATION

Will the proposed action result

Narrative Description and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additional pages of narrative if needed):

+ lnclude a narrative explanation under Part lll describing the scope and level of impact. lf the impact is unknown, explain why the unknown
impact has not or can not be evaluated.
lnclude a narrative description addressing the items identified in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)

. Determine whether the described impact may result and respond on the checklist. Describe any minor or potentially significant impacts.0t lnclude a discussion about the issue in the EA narrative and include documentation if it will be useful.

8

e. Establishment or spread of noxious



PHYSiCAL ENV:RONMENT

a. Deterioration of critical fish or wildlife
habitat?

b. Changes in the diversity or abundance of
animals or bird species?

c. Changes in the diversity or abundance of

d. lntroduction of new species into an area?

e. Creation of a barrier to the migration or
movement of animals?

f. Adverse effects on any unique, rare,

g. lncrease in conditions that stress wildlife
populations or limit abundance (including
harassment, legal or illegal harvest or other

h. aafur-P,:BlD-J, will the project be
performed in any area in which T&E species
are present, and will the project affect any
T&E species or their habitat? (Also see 5f)

> 5. FISH/WILDLIFE

Will the proposed action result

i. IEqL J:BIDJ, will the project introduce or
export any species not presently or

lly occurring in the receiving
location? (Also see 5d)

Narrative Description and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additional pages of narrative if needed):

+ lnclude a narrative explanation under Part lll describing the scope and level of impact. lf the impact is unknown, explain why the unknown
impact has not or can not be evaluated.
Include a narrative description addressing the items identified in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)

. Determine whether the described impact may result and respond on the checklist. Describe any minor or potentially significant impacts.
aa lnclude a discussion about the issue in the EA narrative and include documentation if it will be useful.
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NOISE/ELECTRICAL EFFECTS

will the proposed action result in:

a. lncreases in existing noise levels?

b. Exposure of people to serve or nuisance
noise levels?

c. Creation of electrostatic or
electromagnetic effects that could be
detrimental to human health or propertv?

d. lnterference with radio or television

Narrative Description and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additional pages of narrative if needed):

a' Some noise will occur during construction but will not be objectionable for more than a day.

+ lnclude a narrative explanation under Part lll descrlbing the scope and level of impact. lf the impact is unknown, explain why the unknown
impact has not or can not be evaluated.
lnclude a narrative description addressing the items identified in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)
Determine whether the described impact may result and respond on the checklist. Describe any minor or potentially significant impacts.0l lnclude a discussion about the issue in the EA narrative and include documentation if it will be useful.
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HUMAN ENViRONMENT

a. Alteration of, or interference with the
productivity or profitability of the
existing land use of an area?

b. Conflicted with a designated natural
atea ot atea of unusual scientific or
educational importance?

c. Conflict with any existing land use
whose presence would constrain or
potentially prohibit the proposed action?

7. LAND USE

Will the proposed action result

Narrative Description and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additional pages of narrative if needed):

+ lnclude a narrative explanation under Part lll describing the scope and level of impact. lf the impact is unknown, explain why the unknown
imoact has not or can not be evaluated.
lnclude a narrative description addressing the items identified in 12.8.6O4-1a (ARM)

. Determine whether the described impact may result and respond on the checklist. Describe any minor or potentially significant impacts'
fa lnclude a discussion about the issue in the EA narrative and include documentation if it will be useful.
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HUMAN ENVIRONMENT

a. Risk of an explosion or release of
hazardous substances (including, but not
limited to oil, pesticides, chemicals, or
radiation) in the event of an accident or
other forms of

b. Affect an existing emergency
response or emergency evacuation plan
or create a need for a new plan?

c. Creation of any human health hazard

d. aFor P-R/D-J, will any chemical
toxicants be used? (Also see 8a)

RISKiHEALTH HAZARDS

ll the proposed action result

of the and Secondary Elfects on Land Resources (Attach additional pages of narrative if needed):

+ lnclude a narrative explanation under Part lll describing the scope and level of impact. lf the impact is unknown, explain why the unknown
impact has not or can not be evaluated.
lnclude a narrative description addressing the items identified in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)

? Determine whether the described impact may result and respond on the checklist. Describe any minor or potentially significant impacts.
a| lnclude a discussion about the issue in the EA narrative and include documentation if it will be useful.
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HUMAN ENViRONMENT

a. Alteration of the location, distribution,
density, or growth rate of the human

c. Alteration of the level or distribution
of employment or community or

d. Changes in industrial or commercial
activity?

e. lncreased traffic hazards or effects on
existing transportation facilities or
patterns of movement of people and

the proposed action result

Narrative Description and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additional pages of narrative if needed):

ｏ
　（　　・”

lnclude a narrative explanation under Part lll describing the scope and level of impact. lf the impact is unknown, explain why the unknown

impact has not or can not be evaluated.
lnclude a narrative description addressing the items identilied in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)

Determine whether the described impact may result and respond on the checklist. Describe any minor or potentially significant impacts.
lnclude a discussion about the issue in the EA narrative and include documentation i, it will be useful.

13
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HUMAN ENViRONMENT

a. Will the proposed action have an effect
upon or result in a need for new or altered
governmental services in any of the
following areas: fire or police protection,
schools, parks/recreational facilities, roads
or other public maintenance, water supply,
sewer or septic systems, solid waste
disposal, health, or other governmental
services? lf any, specify:

b. Will the proposed action have an effect
upon the local or state tax base and
revenues?

c. Will the proposed action result in a need
for new facilities or substantial alterations
of any of the following utilities: electric
power, natural gas, other fuel supply or
distribution systems, or communications?

d. Will the proposed action result in
increased used of any enerqy source?

> e. Define projected revenue sources

> f. Define projected maintenance costs.

0.PUBLIC
SERVICES/TAXES/UTILITIES

Will the pro action result

Narrative Description and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additional pages of narrative if needed):

+ lnclude a narrative explanation under Part lll describing the scope and level of impact. lf the impact is unknown, explain why the unknown

\ impact has not or can not be evaluated.
lnclude a narrative description addressing the items identified in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)

. Determine whether the described impact may result and respond on the checklist. Describe any minor or potentially significant impacts.
aa lnclude a discussion about the issue in the EA narrative and include documentation if it will be useful.

l4
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HUMAN ENViRONMENT

a. Alteration of any scenic vista or
creation of an aesthetically olfensive
site or effect that is open to public
view?

b. Alteration of the aesthetic character
of a community or neiohborhood?

>c. Alteration of the quality or quantity
of recreational or tourism opportunities
and settings? (Attach Tourism Report)

d. aFor P-R/D-J, will any designated or
proposed wild or scenic rivers, trails or
wilderness areas be impacted? (Also
see 11a,11c)

Ｗ

ｉｎ‥

11.AESTHETICS/RECREAT10N

the proposed action result

Narrative Description and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additional pages of narrative if needed):

+ lnclude a narrative explanation under Part lll describing the scope and level of impact. lf the impact is unknown, explain why the unknown

\ impact has not or can not be evaluated.
lnclude a narrative description addressing the items identified in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)

v Determine whether the described impact may result and respond on the checklist. Describe any minor or potentially significant impacts.
aa lnclude a discussion about the issue in the EA narrative and include documentation if it will be useful.

15



>a. Destruction or alteration of any site,
structure or object of prehistoric historic,
or paleontological importance?

b. Physical change that would affect

c. Effects on existing religious or sacred
uses of a site or area?

d. la-ESLe:B@-J, will the project affect
historic or cultural resources? Attach
SHPO letter of clearance. (Also see I2.a)

2. CULTURAL/HISTORICAL
RESOURCES

VVill the action

Narrative Description and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources (Attach additional pages of narrative if needed):

,+

+ lnclude a narrative explanation under Part lll describing the scope and level of impact. lf the impact is unknown, explain why the unknown
impact has not or can not be evaluated.
lnclude a narrative description addressing the items identified in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)

v Determine whether the described impact may result and respond on the checklist. Describe any minor or potentially significant impacts.
0a lnclude a discussion about the issue in the EA narrative and include documentation if it will be useful.

16
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13.S∪ MMARY EVALUAT10N OF
IGNIFICANCE

Will the proposed

g. tfFor P-RiD-J, list any federal or state
mits

lnclude a narrative explanation under part lll describing the scope and level of impact. lf the impact is unknown, explain why the unknown

impact has not or can not be evaluated.

lnclude a narrative description addressing the items identified in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)

Determine whether the described impact may result and respond on the checklist. Describe any minor or potentially significant impacts'

lnclude a discussion about the issue in the EA narrative and include documentation if it will be useful'

17
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a. Have impacts that are individually
limited, but cumulatively considerable? (A
project or program may result in impacts
on two or more separate resources which
create a significant effect when
considered together or in total.)

b. lnvolve potential risks or adverse
effects which are uncertain but extremely
hazardous if they were to occur?

c. Potentially conllict with the substantive
requirements of any local, state, or federal

ion, standard or formal Plan?

d. Establish a precedent or likelihood that
future actions with significant
environmental impacts will be

e. Generate substantial debate or
controversy about the nature of the

ts that would be created?

f. fFor P-R/D-J, is the proiect expected to
have organized opposition or generate
substantial public controversy? (Also see

HUMAN ENV:RONMENT

Narrative Description and Evaluation of the Cumulative and Secondary Effects on Land Resources{Attach additional pages of narrative if needed):



1. Description and analysis of reasonable alternatives (including the no action alternative) to the
proposed action whenever alternatives are reasonably available and prudent to consider and a
discussion of how the alternatives would be implemented:

No Action.

FWP will not grant the easement

Project as proposed.

The preferred alternative. This option allows FWP the ability to cooperate with the City of
Great Falls. FWP has attempted to work cooperatively with neighboring entities whenever
possible. Region Four would like to continue this partnership-building cooperation.

2. Evaluation and listing of mitigation, stipulation, or other control measures enforceable by the
agency or another government agency:

No mitigation is necessary.

3. Based on the significance criteria evaluated in this EA, is an EIS required? lf an EIS is not
required, explain why the EA is the appropriate level of analysis for this proposed action:

An EIS is not required.

With no anticipated significant impacts to the environment or the public the EA is the
appropriate level of analysis.

seriousness of the environmental issues associated with the proposed action, is the level of public
involvement appropriate under the circumstances?

A 15 day public comment period is proposed ending at 5:OO PM March 11, 1999. No
public meeting is required.

5. Duration of comment period if any.

None

6. Name, title, address and phone number of the Person(s) Responsible for Preparing the EA:

Dan Smith
Parks Operation Specialist
P.O. Box 6610
Great Falls, MT. 59406 (406)454-5840.

+ lnclude a narrative explanation under Part lll describing the scope and level of impact. lf the impact is unknown, explain why the unknown
_ impact has not or can not be evaluated.

lnclude a narrative description addressing the items identified in 12.8.604-1a (ARM)
. Determine whether the described impact may result and respond on the checklist. Describe any minor or potentially significant impacts.
aa lnclude a discussion about the issue in the EA narrative and include documentation if it will be useful.

18
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PAR丁 ‖l.NARRATiVE EVALUATION AND COMMEN丁
ヘ

l

With no impacts to the environment and only positive impacts to the Department it is FWp,s
recommendation that this project proceed as quickly as it can.

⌒

+ lnclude a narrative explanation under Part lll describing the scope and level of impact. lf the impact is unknown, explain why the unknown. impact has not or can not be evaluated.
lnclude a narrative description addressing the items identified in 12.g.604-1a (ARM)v Determine whether the described impact may result and respond on the checklist. Describe any minor or potentially significant impacts..)t lnclude a discussion about the issue in the EA narrative and include documentation if it will be useful.
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`        PROJECT QUALIFICAT10N CHECKLIST
I‐B495

Date 2‐ 9‐99    Persoll Re宙 ewi理亘≧墨艶童L

PrOJeCt Locationi Qant ttpri               P量

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK:
to seMce R.O SDeCk GolfCourse.

h following checklist is intended to be a guide for deterII― g whether a proposed development

orimprovementis ofenough signiflcance to fan under I‐ IB 495 rules.elease check/an that apply
and comment as necessaり )Q攣回【n菫型亜鯉 prdectS― Prepared by D&C;Force Account
Pr● eCtS‐ Prepared by Re」 on.

[]A Ntt roadwtt or trail built Over undisturbed land?
Comments:

[]B.New building constmction(buildings<100 sfand vault lat五 nes exempt)?

[x]C.A巧′〈xcaVation Of20 c.y.Or greater?

Conments while not direcu宙 nv。市ed h excavtthQ the easement win be ttanted for excavttion
⌒   to take placΩ _

[]D.New parking 10ts built over undisturbed land Or o【 pansiOn of e対 sting lot that increases
parking capaclty by 25%or more?

[]E.A■y new shoreline alteration that exceeds a double wide boat ramp or handicapped ishing
station?



⌒

t ] F {ny new construction into lakes, reservoirs, or streams?

t I G Any new construction in an area with National Regrstry quality cultural artifacts (as
determined by State Historical Preservation Office)?

Comments:

[]H.鮨 y new above grOund utility Hnes?

Commentsi

[]I  Any increase or decrease in campsites of25%or more ofan existing number ofcampsites?

COFrments:

[]J.PrOposed praect signincantly changes thё  existing features or use pattem:including eJRcts
ofa se五 es ofindi宙 dual praects.

Commentsi This individual actiOn w11l not sigFuflCantiv erect the Park

IF ANY OF■ HE ABOVE ARE CHECKED,IB 495 RULES APPLY TO TEIS PROPOSED
WORK ANDSⅡ Ol「LD BE DOCUMENttD ON THE PIEPA/1P495 CIECKLIST.Refer
to MEPA/1B495 Cross Reference Summary for further assistance.

⌒       cc:   Park TⅦ anagers,RegiOn二 _7

Jer E」 ksoll

PrtteCt File

⌒


