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Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation 
Water Resources Division 

Water Rights Bureau 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
For Routine Actions with Limited Environmental Impact 

Revised 11-00 
 
Note: Instructions to DNRC staff for preparing this EA can be found at: 

http://www.dnrc.state.mt.us/eis_ea.html 
 
Part I.  Proposed Action Description 
 
1. Applicant/Contact name and address:  Express Pipeline Partnership 

800 Werner Court 
Suite 352 
Casper, WY  82601   

 
2. Type of action:  Provisional Permit to Appropriate Water      
 
3. Water source name: Groundwater 
 
4. Location affected by action: SW ¼ NW ¼ SW ¼ Section 7, T12N, R16E, Fergus County approximately 9 

miles north of Judith Gap, MT. 
 
5. Narrative summary of the proposed project, purpose, action to be taken, and benefits:   

The DNRC shall issue a Provisional Permit to Appropriate Water if the applicant proves the criteria in 85-2-311 
MCA.  The application calls for the withdrawal of water from a well 2003 ft. deep that accesses the 3rd Cat Creek 
Sandstone of the Kootenai Formation.  The well is a flowing artesian producing 120 GPM.  Up to 17 acre-feet of 
water will be used for hydro-testing oil storage tanks and supply lines as well as for other incidental uses at a 
pipeline connection site.  The facility will allow for the connection of the Express Pipeline and the Conoco 
Pipeline Company’s Glacier Pipeline.  Express Pipeline is constructing the facility under an amendment to the 
Certificate of Environmental Compatibility under the Major Facility Siting Act received in 1996. 

 
6. Agencies consulted during preparation of the Environmental Assessment: 
 (include agencies with overlapping jurisdiction) 

An extensive environmental assessment was completed by the MT Dept. of Environmental Quality as a part of the 
amendment process under the Major Facilities Siting Act.  This environmental assessment has been adopted by 
the DNRC for the water right permitting process.  Additional information regarding water quantity, quality and 
distribution as it relates to the hydro-testing process is included on the following pages.  A complete copy of the 
already completed Express Pipeline Buffalo Station Amendment Environmental Assessment is available by 
contacting the Lewistown Water Resources Regional Office. 

 
Part II.  Environmental Review 
 
1. Environmental Impact Checklist: 

 
PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

 
Water quantity, quality and distribution 
 
Water quantity:  Assess whether the source of supply is identified as a chronically or periodically dewatered 
stream by DFWP.  Assess whether the proposed use will worsen the already dewatered condition. 
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Determination: No Impact 
 
There will be no impact to surface water quantity. 
 
Water quality:  Assess whether the stream is listed as water quality impaired or threatened by DEQ, and 
whether the proposed project will affect water quality. 
 
Determination: No Impact 
 
There will be no impact to surface water quality as all water discharged after hydro testing will be discharged 
onto the upland areas so no discharge will reach surface water sources.  In the event testing water is to be 
discharge into surface water sources, a Water Discharge Permit will be obtained and the impacts to surface 
water quality will be addressed at that time. 
 
Groundwater:  Assess if the proposed project impacts ground water quality or supply. 
If this is a groundwater appropriation, assess if it could impact adjacent surface water flows.  
 
Determination: No Significant Impact 
 
The will be no significant impact to groundwater supply as the well in question accesses the 3rd Cat Creek 
Sandstone in the Kootenai Formation.  Application materials indicate that this aquifer has ample water.  Given 
the limited volume requested, the groundwater supply in the area will not be significantly impacted.  The well 
has sufficient hydrostatic pressure to be a flowing artesian well.  The well has been capped and has a control 
valve to ensure that the hydrostatic pressure of the aquifer will not be significantly impacted. 
 
Diversion works   
 
Assess whether the means of diversion, construction and operation of the appropriation works of the proposed 
project will impact any of the following: channel impacts, flow modifications, barriers, riparian areas, dams, 
well construction. 
 
Determination: No Significant Impact 
 
The well has been constructed by Central Drilling, a licensed water well contractor.  The well log indicates that 
steel casing was used to a depth of 1870 ft thus providing for the require protection of the upper portion of the 
well. The well has been grouted with cement to a depth of 1870 ft. to ensure that mixing of water amongst 
aquifers does not occur, thus ensuring the preservation of groundwater quality. 
 
PART III.  Conclusion 
 
Based on the significance criteria evaluated in this EA, is an EIS required? NO 
 
If an EIS is not required, explain why the EA is the appropriate level of analysis for this proposed action: 
 
Sufficient environmental review has been conducted that shows either no significant impacts will occur or that 
sufficient measures have been taken to mitigate any significant impacts. 
 
Name of person(s) responsible for preparation of EA: 
Name: Andy Brummond 
Title:   Water Resources Specialist 
Date:   11/20/00 


