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Interested Parties: Cinnabar Tract Addition (Grey Owl Fishing Access Site)

Hugh Zackheim, Land Conservation Specialist

June 2 Meeting

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP) invites you to join us on the Cinnabar tract at 6 p.m. on
Thursday, June 2 to participate in a discussion of this proposed addition to the Grey Owl Fishing
Access Site (FAS). The Cinnabar tract is located on the east side of Highway 89 about four miles
north of Emigrant.

As documented in the draft Environmental Assessment, FWP has proposed to acquire the tract
by accepting a quitclaim deed from the Cinnabar Foundation and to manage the tract as part of
the Grey Owl FAS. FWP also noted the potential to limit vehicular acc'ess to the tract as part of
our management approach.

In response to this proposal, a number of individuals owning land in several nearby subdivisions
submitted comments to FWP in support of their legal right of recreational access to the Cinnabar
tract, including vehicular access. These individuals noted that their access easement was reserved
on22 December 1989, immediately predating the Cinnabar Foundation's ownership of the tract,
and they do not wish to have actions of FWP jeopardize this right.

FWP is convinced of the validity of this 1989 access right, which is described in various title
documents as:

o'an easementfor access and parking on Tract 28 of COS 901 [the Cinnabar tract]. Said
parking lot is to be located on the north end of said Tract and shall cover the first 200

feet of the north end of the lot. The intent of this reservation is to create a parking lot and
access point on this lot approximately % acre in size."

The onsite meeting on June 2 will provide an opportunity for participants to see the Cinnabar
tract boundaries marked on the ground; to review the manner in which easement holders are
making use of the tract; and to discuss options for how the access right might be administered.
One particular issue we hope to review is whether the "first 200 feet of the north end of the lot"
meets the needs of the easement holders for river access and parking, and, if not, how the
existing use pattern could best be accommodated. We will also talk about how the easement
holders gain access to the tract, and whether such access might appropriately be restricted only to
the easement holders, rather than made available to the general public.
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Following this onsite session, and in consideration of the comments received in response to the

Environmental Assessment and any followup information gathering, FWP will move forward to

determine its course of action. That course of action will be documented by a Decision Notice to

be issued by the Supervisor of FWP's Bozeman regional office and distributed to the project
mailing list.

Throughout the process of working through the Cinnabar proposal, FWP has been encouraged by

the cooperative spirit of project participants and a willingness to consider the range of issues

involved. Our goal is to find a resolutibn that appropriately addresses public benefits, private

rights and resource management. We look forward to spending a productive couple hours on the

property with you on June 2.

If you plan to make it to tlre meeting, we encourage you to let us know so we have an idea of
how many folks to expect. And if you are unable to attend but would like to be informed about

our onsite discussion, please let us know that as well. Just call, write or send an e-mail providing
us with your e-mail address or other contact information to:

Hugh Zaskheim, Land Section
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
P.O. Box 200701
Helena, MT 59620
Phone: (406)444-4029
E-mail : hzackheim@mt. gov


