
Montana Board of Oil and Gas Conservation
Environmental Assessment

Operator: Headingrton Oil" Limited Partnership.

Well Name/I'{umber: 
-O'Brien 

Brothers 11X-18

Location: NW NW Section 18 T22N R59E

County: Richland -, 
MT; Field (or Wildcat) Wildcat

Air Quality
(possible concerns)
Long drilling time No. 50-60 days drilling time. -
unusually deep drilling (high horsepower rig) Triple derrick rig 900 HP

Possible H2S gas production slieht

-Irlnear Class I air quality area No
Air quality permit for n*i"g/u.nti"g (if productive) Yes if productive. Contact DEQ Air Qualitv for

oermit.

Mitigation:
X Air qualifypermit (AQB review)
X Gas piants/pipelines available for sour gas

_ Special equipment/procedures requirements

Othsr:
Comments: -Existins 

eas pipelines in the area.

Water Qualtty
(possible concems)

Salt/oil based mud
drilledwi
tttgt *ut"t tutle Yes. area has irrisated fields and is iust beiow main irrigation canal..

Sgkace drainageGads to live water Jes. Yellowstone river is 1

Water well contamination wells

is 1286' deep. This well
cemented to back to surface.

-Porous/permeable soils 
-No. 

zumbo soils

Class I stream drainage No. Class I stream drainaees.

Mitigation:
X Lined reserve Pit
X Adequate surface casing

- 
Berms/dykes, re-routed drainage

_ Closed mud sYstem

Off-site disposal of solids/liquids (in approved facility)

_ Other:
Comments: fresh

around freshwater slough.

(possible concerns)

Steam crossings 
-None

High erosion potential

Soils/Vegetationlland Use



requfued..
Loss of soil productivity None. location to be restored after drillins well if nonproductive. If productive

unused portion of dirllsite will be reclaimed.

Unusually large wellsite 
-No. 

laree well site 430'X300'
Damage to improvements -No. 

location to be restored after drilline if nonproductive. . If productive

unused portion of dirllsite will be reclaimed.

Conflict with existing land use/values Slight
Mitigation

- 
Avoid improvements (topographic tolerance)

- 
Exception location requested

X Stockpile topsoil

- 
Stream Crossing Perm:it (other agency review)

X Reclaim unused part of wellsite ifproductive

_ Special construction methods to enhance reclamation
Other

. If productive rmused portion of dirllsite will be reclaimed'

Comments: Access will be over exisfine State paved highway #16 and existine county qravel road

#122. About 98' of new access road will bebuilt offthe countyroad into this location. Require offsite

disposal pil wellsite is surrounded by irrigated field and location is next to and below the main irrigation

canal for the area.

Health HazardsAloise

(possible concerns)
Proximityto public facilitie/reside,nces 

-residence 
1/4 mile to the east and % mile to the north. Town of

Newton Junction is to the south I mile and town of Sidney is 3 miles to the northeast of this location.

Cemete4v is 7/8 of a mile to the east of this location.

PossibilityofH2S Slight
Size of rigllength of drillingtime Triple drillingrie 50 to 60 days drillingtime.

Mtigation:
X ProperBOP equipment

- 
Topographic sound barriers

-X H2S continge,ncy and/or evacuation plan

- 
Special equipment/procedures requirements

_ Other:
Comme,nts: _Adequate surface casing cemented to sr:rface with workine BOP stack should

mitigate any problems. Noise should not be a problem if rie is adequately muffled and sufficient

distance from residence to rie should mitigate this.

Wildlife/recreation
(possible concerns)

Proximity to se,nsitive wildlife areas @FWP identified) r/a_Jg49jdentifi9d.
Proximity to recreation sites 

-None 
identified

Creation of new access to wildlife habitat No-
Conflict with game range/refuge managerne,lrt No
Threate,ned or endangered Species No 

- -Mitigation:

- 
Avoidance (to'pographic tolerance/exception)

- 
Other age,ncyreview (DFWP, federal agencies, DSL)

_ Screetdng/fencing of pits, drillsite
Other:

Comments: -no 
concems



HistoricaVCulturallPaleontolo gical
(possible concems)

Proximityto known sites None idsntified
Mitigation

- 
avoidance (topographic tolerance, location exception)

_ other agency review (SHPO, DSL, federal agencies)

Other:
Comments: Private surface

SociaVEconomic
(possible concerns)

_ Substantial effect on tax base

- 
Create demand for new governmental services

- 
Population increase or reiocation

Conrments: No concerns oil production has existed around Sidnev since the 50's.

Remarks or Special Concerns for this site

Two leeeed Bakken horizontal we1l. Oil production exists in the suroundinB section'

Summary: Evaluation gf rmpacts and Cumulative effects

No long term impacts expected. Some short terrn impacts w'il1 occur . but can be mitigated,

I conclude that the approval of the subject Notice of Intent to Drill (doesidoes no!) constitute amEor

action of state government significantly affecting the4uality of th9 vironment, and (does/@
not) require the preparation of an environmsntal

Prepared by @OGC):
(titlq) chief Field Inspector =
Date: January 27,20Qs

Other P ersons Contacted:

(Name andAgency)
Montana

website.
(subject discussed)

Waterwells in Richland Countv
(date)



January 27.2006

Iflocation
Inspection
Inspector:
Others present during insPection:

was inspected before permit approval:

date:




