
CHECKLIST ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT ~ 
I'raponent: Klabzuba Oil & Gas, Ine.. C/o Eric R e ,  Senior Landman, PO Box 40, Havre, MT 59501 

Project Name: Klabzuba Oil & Gas, Inc. - l'roposed Natural 
Gas Well - Slate 22-8-36-1 5 Well (SE%NE%) 

Type and I'urpose of Action: Klabzr~ba Oil & Gas, Inc. has notified the Montana DNRC of tlieir proposal to drill an 
exploratory natural gas well on a tract of state grazing land. Klabzuba Oil & Gas, lnc. is the State of Montana's oil a n d  gas 
lessee on this tract of land. The  Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (IINRC), Trust Land 
Management Division (TLMD) is responsible for administrating all mineral exploration activity on State School Trust 
lands. The Stale of Montana owns the mineral rights and the surface on the north half of this section of lantf. If the natural 
gas well is capable of comrnercial production, Klabzuba Oil & Gas, Inc. will bury a pipeline to transport thc natural ga5 off 
i h ~  state land. 

~'roposcd I ~ n [ ~ I c n i c ~ ~ t a t i o ~ l  I)atr: IIecember 15, 2005 

1 Location: SE'ANC'A; Sec. 22, T36N. R15E 1 County: Hill County. Montana I 

I. PROJECT DEVELOPMENT 

of t h i s  s e c r i o ~ ?  1 s  owned by t h e  S t a t e  o i  Montana. 

Klabzuba 011 s Gas, Inc. w i l l  be  co11ductl11g :ne 

d r ~ l l i n g  o p e r a r l c n s  f o r  71115 p r o j e c t  a s  t h e y  a r e  t h e  

3 .  PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT, AGENCIES, GROUPS OR 

INDIVIDUALS CONTACTED: P r o v i d e  a  b r i e f  ch ronc~ loyy  

o f  t h e  s c o p i n g  and  o n g o i n g  invo lvemen t  f o r  t h i s  

p r o j e c t .  

I I 011 and g a s  l e s s e e .  E r l c  Pee,  S e n l o r  Lanamar. fo r  

Kl~abzuha 011  6 Gas, I I : ~ .  has  n o t i f i e d  t h e  Montaca 

Department o: Na'iural Resources  and Conservation of 

t h e l r  i n t e n t i o n s  t o  d r i l l  an  e x p l o r a t o r y  n a r u r a l  gas  

w e l l  on t h e  above r e f e r e n c e d  t r a c t  of  s t a t e  la1:d. ? h i s  

p r o l e c t  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  on tame p a s t u r e  g r a z i x g  l a n d .  

TFie m l n e r a l  r i g h t s  and t h e  s u r f a c e  i!r t h e  n o r t h  h a l f  

MAR 0 8 2006 

i EGISBT'IVE ENVIR3f:MENTPiC 
POLICY OFFICE 

Kla1l;zuna Oi l  6 Gas, I n c .  !las c o n t a c r e d  t h e  SLaKe's 

s u r f a c e  l e s s e e ,  b!lllow Creek Ranch Two, l n c . ,  

regarding t h e l r  i n t e n r l o ~ . ~ ~  ro d r l l l  a n a t u r a l  g a s  we l l  

on tIhel?- s u r f a c e  1 e a s e  LJ; r h  t k t  S . ~ a t e  oi I'!oota!na. i f  

t h e  n a r i ~ r a l  g a s  w e l l  i c  ca1jzl;le of co:m?erc:a: 

p r o d ~ i c t i o n ,  i.:lzr,zuba G A i  6, Gas, i r ~ c .  . x i l !  u:!r?. a 

p i p e l i n e  a c r o s s  t h l s  t r a c t  of s c a r e  l a l i d .  Sul l a c e  

1 damages t o  tl?e r a n g e l a n d  r e s o u r c e  w : l l  ise .;~l~:leti w: ti? 

Willow Creek Ranch Two, Lnc. i r ~ l t h l : ~  a  r e a s o n a b l e  : ~ r r e  

p e r l o d  following t h e  c o ~ . p l e t l o n  of the n a t u r a l  q a s  

w e l l .  I f  s u c c e s s f u l ,  t h e  n a t c r a l  a a s  w e l l  will 

I I g e n e r a t e  additional revenue f o r  t h e  L a r e  o: 

Montana 's ,  School  T r u s t  Fund and Klabzuba 011 & Gds, 

I n c .  I:? t h e  form of  r o y a ; t l e s  from t h e  s a l e  of n a t u r a ;  
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I'hc I!Iblit aI-!?l L)NI?C:/rI'J,l!I~>' !,; 11;;1,7r(. 1111, i O f f  < ce, 141 l , r > '  , I  ! : 

IWiaitaqernent Bureau, anti  he l!Io11l a11a T3oai il o! 01 I <!:]ti 

( , a s  a r e  t h e  o11Jy aovri-~:mc~?tai  ,~c~enc.icr;  t l - ic>t  f!dvr, 

Inr i  sdict:ion f o r  t h i s  t y p r  of ac t ; v i t y  oii S? ;!t c. : ; ( . ! I<J<I]  

Trl:sr laiir i .  i i lahzuba 0: 1. & Gtis, Jiic:. w i l ~ l  nccri to 

f,iil~aj n a  d r i l l i n g  pe rmi t  from t h e  14o!-li;ina Dl'?!<<', 111-i 01' 

! o cocduct.~iny any s u r f a c e  ac ' i ivi  tie:; or L!II:. t~l-:ic.'; of 

S r a t e  la i?d .  

Action Alternatxve: Grant  Klahzuba 012 lx Gas,  Jnc. 

permisslo:;  t o  c - i r i i l  en e x p l o r a t o r y  n a t u r a l  g a s  wel i  oi 

t h i s  t r a c t  of  S t a t e  Schcioi T r u s t  l a l id .  The Moiitaiia 

DNRC w i l l  i s s u e  Klahzuba O i l  & Gas, I n c .  a  p e r m i t  t o  

d : : i l l  a na tu ra ;  g a s  wei! 0.3 i ) - : l~  I r5 i . t  of s l a t e  Idilfi. 
. r .  : . . i : : o t ~ o r ,  rneasazes will l?c ;m]>.e::lc:~ted t o  ii~:';: ti:? 

!:mpar.. on t h e  tame p a s t u r e  re.?o:ircc. 

No Action Alternative: Deny Klabz~ iba  O i l  & 525, ::-LC. 

permi.sslon t o  d r i l l  a r ~  e x p l o r a t o r y  n a t u r a l  ?a: -,.:el! on 

t h i s  t r a c t  of S c a r e  School  T r u s t  l a n d .  The I ~ l c ~ ~ ~ t a n t .  

DNRC w l l l  no t  i s s u e  K l a b z ~ b a  0i. l  6; Gas, liic. d +c!':n:l 

t o  d r i l l  a  n a t u r a i  gas  ice11 on t h i s  t r a c t  of s r a l e  

11. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

RESOURCE 

4 .  GEOI>OGY A N D  S O I L  QUALITY, STKEILITY AND MOISTURE: 

A y e  f v z q l l e ,  c o m p a c t i b l e  o r  ' i n s t a b l e  s o i l s  

src;ezl.? Are t h e r e  u n u s u a l  g e o l o g i c  f c a t ~ ~ r e s ?  

Are - h e r e  j p c c i a l  rec lamat io in  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ?  

POTENTIAL IMPACTS 

Actlon Alternative: The proposed n a t u r a l  g a s  b;eil 1 s  

l o c a t e d  appros i rne te ly  22  miles i l o r t h  of  I iavrc ,  

Montana. Klabzcba Oil. i Gas, I i lc .  w l l l  d i s t ; l l b  t l i c  

s o i l s  on t h i s  t r a c k  of g r a z i n g  l a n d  b y  d r1 l i ; : - . ;  <:-J 

e x p l o r a t o r y  nat : i ra l  g a s  w e l l .  Tbe p roposed  no?::d- ( ; as  

w e l l  i s  l o c a t e d  01i geli t12 r o l l i n g  p l a i in s  t n a t  hhve 

sandy loam s o i . 1 ~ .  The s o i l s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  a r e  su; . table  

i o r  r h l s  rype  o f  a c t i v i t y .  During cons : ru? t io~ ;  of  t h e  

s i t e ,  n i t i a a t i o n  measures  w i l l  hc  11sed t n  s~ :~ck .p i l -  

t h c  : n p s o i l  u p s l o p e  from t h e  p r o j e c t ,  5 0  t h a t  i t  r .ay 

i?e ~isr r i  i o i  rec lamat io in  of t h e  s l 3 - e .  The s u b s o i l  ai?d 

excessive d i r t  w i l l  be s toc l :  p i l e d  I n  a  s e p a r a t e  j ~ i l e ,  

down-slope from t h e  p r q e i  t a:ld .dsed f i r s t  f o l  f l l l .  

These n l t i g a t i o n  r e a s u r e s  w l i l  a l s o  be  ~ s e d  ie bury  a  

n i p e l m e ,  i f  t h e  !$!e:l 1 s  c a ~ a i s l e  of  c o m , e r c i d J  
. . 

productiol-i .  The re  a:-e ro 5]3?c;aJ. r e c l a m a t i o n  

co lns lde ra t ions  fo:- t h i s  p r o 5 e c t  . No ui1usual g e o l o g l c  

f e a t u r e s  a r e  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  a r e a  of. the proposed  

d i s t ~ i r l i a n c e .  The Montaiia DNRC h a s  bet up d 1 e c l a i l ~ a ; ~ o r l  

p l a n  f o r  reclaiming t h e  we l l  s i t e ,  i f  t i le w e l l  j s  n o t  

capab le  of  c c m n e r c i a l  p r o d ~ d c t l o n .  

1 1  (Continued on Next Page) 1 (Continued on Next Page) I I 
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11. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

II 4. GEOLOGY TiN!) SO1.L CCF?Ll'i '?, S T A B I L I T Y  AN:! MOT STURE: 

Are  f r a g i l e ,  conj~ac:taJ~l.e c,:- i i l ~ s t a h i e  s o i l s  

( C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P r e v i o u s  Page)  

p r e s e n t ?  Are  t ! ~ e r e  unusual  g e o l o g i c  f e a r u r e s ?  

Are  t h e r e  s p e c i a l  r e c l a m a t i o n  c o r : s i d e r a t i o l l s ?  

(Con t inued  f rom P r e v i o u s  Page)  

No A c t i o n  A l t e r n a t i v e :  7'1.1~ s o i l s  6 r l  T l i l ! j  r r a c , t  (>I  

s!:i~te c j raz ing l a n d  will n o t  I-je djsrui:i>c'ti. l ' l ici  1\9(,:-11?ir~a 

DNKC w i l l  ]?or need t o  j ssl ie a  r e e l  oriiatj~on p l a ~ :  70 

Klabzuba i j l l  & G a s ,  l n c .  f o r  rhe rec3.arnatlo11 01 Lhe 

well. s i t e .  The !%~;ta!na CWRC r , i : j . l  no t  j . s s ~ i c  I K l ~ ~ l ~ z u b a  

C i i  6. Gas, 11-i~.  a p e r m i t  t o  d l r i l l  an e z p l o r a r o r y  

n a t u r a i  g a s  w e l i  on t h i s  t r a c t  of  s t a t e  l a n d .  

5 .  WATER QUALITY, QUANTITY AND DISTRIBUTION: Are  

i m p o r t a n t  s u ~ r f a c e  o r  qrcilndwater !-es-,urces 

p r e s e n t ?  i s  ? h e r e  p o t e ~ l t i a l  f o r  v i o l a r j . o n  of 

a m b i e n t  warer  q u a l i t y  s t a : - ~ d a r d s ,  d r i n k i n g  viator 

maximum c o n t a m i n a n t  l e v e l s ,  o r  d e g r a d a r i o i i  of 

w a t e r  q u a l i t y ?  

-~~~ -- 

A c t i o n  A l t e r n a t i v e :  The ]:,!:eject i s  i oca l - ed  a:<ii.;.elIl .ic: 

2 l I v e s L o c : .  1;: ; r e i a ;  "- , -  
.-~. 

,. u , . , ~ ~ .  1r1e r , ~  o - l (>c t  h 7 1 ~ l  l:a.~e a 

rriininal impac t  o:n s u r f a c e  and g roundwate r  r e s o u r c e s  i.n 

t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a .  D r i l l i n g  t h e  e x p l o r a t o r y  natui-a1 

g a s  well. wil.1 n o t  impac t  t i?e w a t e r  q u a l l t ) ' ,  qua:: t l t : , . ,  

and d i s t r i b u ' i l o n  round i n  t i ; l s  r e se rvo : r  GI: t h i s  a r e ? .  

The proposed n a t u r a l  g a s  w e l l  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  a  r u r a l  

a r e a  t h a t  i s  p r i m a x i l y  iised f o r  l i v e s t o c k  grazj .n?  

pu rposes  and t h e  prodi:ccion of  d r y l a ~ i d  a g r i c ; i J t u i a l  

c o m o d ; t i e s .  The re  1 s  no p o t e l n t i a l  t o  1.7iolate a c y  

ambient  w a t e r  q a a l i t y  s t a n d a r d s  w i t h  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  

3r in l : ing w a t e r  w i l l  n o t  be  c o n t a m i n a t e d  w i t h  t h l ;  r \ y e  

oT a c t i v i ' c y .  The w a t e r  q u a l i ~ t y  w i l l  r ~ o t  be  degraded  111 

t h i s  a r e a .  

N o  A c t i o n  A l t e r n a t i v e :  The w a t e r  qua: i t y ,  quar! . l  t y ,  

and d l s t r i b u t i o : i  c u r r e n t i y  found 011 t h i s  t r a c t  t >?  

s t a t e  i a n d  and i n  t h e  r e s e r v o i r  w i l l  nor be  d l  t e s e d .  

The Ko:itana DNRC w i l l   no.^ 2 s s u e  I<labzuJ:.a O i l  ; ( r a ,  

I n c .  a  pe rxu t  r o  c i r x l l  an c sp lo ra r ro ry  1:atural c! .h?tzii 

on t h i s  t r a c i  0: s t a t e  Lan5. 

AIR QUALITY: W i l l  p o l l . u t a n t s  o r  p a r ' t l ~ c i i l a t e  b e  

p r o d u c e d ?  I s  t h e  p r o j e c t  i n f l u e n c e d  by a i r  

q u a l i t y  regulations o r  zones ( C l a s s  I a i r s h e d ) ?  

A c t l o n  A l t e r n a t i v e :  D r i i l l n g  ali e x p i o r a t o r y  l l a t u r a l  

g a s  well  and u s i n g  a n  e x i s t i n g  two-?rack r r a i l  f o r  31: 

a c c e s s  road  i n t o  t h e  w e l l  s i ~ e  w l l l  p rodvce  sone  ~ L I ! ; T  

The p r o j e c t  2s liot i n i l ~ ~ i e i n c e d  by dlr q u a l l t y  

r egu1ar io r . s  o r  z o n e s .  Once t h e  d r i l l  pad i s  comple ted  

and  t h e  g a s  wel: i s  d r ~ i l e d ,  t h e  a:r q ~ a l l ? y  w i l :  

r e t u r n  t o  no rma i .  The re  w i l l  no l o n q e r  be  s : ;b s t a : i i i d !  

T r a f f i c  i n  and c ; u t  of r h i s  ~ r a c ;  of s t a t e  ; and .  

No Ac t ron  A l t e r n a t i v e :  The a i r  q . ~ a l i ? , f  w l ~ l l  Poi D+ 

lrnpacted I n  c h i s  a r e a .  No dus r  ~ ~ a r t l c i i l a t e s  w l ! ~ l  be 

produced on t h i s  t r a c t  of s t a t e  l a i l a .  The Montana DNRC 

w i l l  ruiL i s s u e  i 'lai?zui.~a O i l  h Gas, l n c .  d )>er:ni: 1.0 

d r i l l  an e x p l o r a t c r ) ~  natui -a1 (1.1:;  idell  anti con51 1-:ir: 3n 
I 

a c c e s s  r o a d  on t h 1 . s  : . ract  of s ~ a r e  ia~:ci .  
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11. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL EWiRONMEIJT 1 

I .  'JE:GJ:TATlO;< (:OVI;i?, O U H N ' I  iTY /!I<1! !)rJALTTY: Wl 11 

v i = c j r t a t i  x7c corrununj t I e s  I,? ;!(.I rn;i l>~nrly d i  tc - red?  

A r t  al?j; 121-c p l a n t - 5  01- t o v e l  - j -pes  pl-esellr? 

Tlie vc!get:ati r.oncm!l:i : ;I  c.u?: C ~ ; I I  I y l oc.dl c,d i 11 t ?I( -  drc;! 

of  1-1-1e proposr t i  d i  s l l i r ~ , a i ~ i . +  i .. ::i-rri;>d to i! sta:!ii oi  

pu l - f  i r e s t e o '  w!l r , i t  qr;::>,i. TI'<- I cx:.:>cAr I I S P F  t h i s  T i i i r i ( '  

p a s t u r c  f o r  1:vi-:;roc!: sr ,zi! ,( ;  1 1 1  r!lc, e i i r i y  sp l . i~?cj  o f  

Kl?e year  ancd :~k~e l a11  c,: l;-:e y c - & r ,  7-121s ,stanr: of 

c r e s t e d  w h e a t g r a s s  i s  hayen I]-. y e a r s  of ah:ind;nl 

p r e e i ~ l t a ~ i o n .  

A c t i o n  A l t e r n a t i v e :  The tame p a s t u r e  fot;i:cl ? ~ l  !I.:> t i :c  

~ . m l e d i a t e  a r e a  o f  t h e  d i s t u r b a n c e  w i l l  be t cniporal : l y  

a l t e r e d  w i t h  c h i s  t y p e  o f  p r o j e c t .  The p ropose t j  

; ~ ' l i . i c c t  ; ~ c s  does  n o t  c o n t a ~ n  a n y  raai j ; I ;n .~ i  i! r@\.c'? 

t ).I>FS. Ti:e a r e a  of distu!rhal?ce i s  I o c z t e t i  0)-! r l - r s f  ei! 

i:l:eacgra,ss came p a s t u r e .  T h i s  a r e a  i s  p r i r n a r i i ~ .  L i . 5 ~ 3  

for I i v e s t o c k  g r a z i n g ,  i i ay l and ,  and w i l d l . i f e  l:a!:lta-L . 

I n e  t o p s c l l  e x c a v a t e d  f rom t h e  s i t e  w i l l  he  s t o c l .  

],11er3 ~ p s ? o p e  from t h e  p r o j e c t  and used l a s t  t n  covPr 

t h e  d i s t u ~ b e d  a r e a  f o r  r e c l a i m i n y  r h e  s i t e .  The a r e a  

o f  d i s t u r b a i i c e  w l l l  I?e reclaimed wr;.th a  ' f i ) ~ l c r e s t r  

c r e s t e d  w h e a t g r a s s  and y e l l o w  swee tc love : , .  E x i s t i r g  

v e g e t a t i o ~ l  suruo:lnding che  a r e a  of t h e  pi-oposed 

d i s t u r b a n c e  w i l l  a i s o  h e l p  recla1.111 t!ie a r e a s  d ;s t i l rbed 

by t h i s  p r o j e c t .  The r e c i a m a t l o ~ i  p l a : ~  w l l l  b e  

i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  a  s t i p i : l a t i o n  t o r  t n e  wc.11 d r i l l i n g  

p e r m i t .  

N o  A c t i o n  A l t e r n a t i v e :  Tlie v e g e t k r i v e  cori~~tun3 r y  

c u r r e n t l ~ i  found on t h i s  t.l-act- of s t z r e  q raz inc j  l a n d  

w i l l  c o t  be  t e m p o i a r i l y  a i T e r e d .  The - J e q e ~ a t i v e  c o v e r ,  

q u a n t i t y ,  and q u a l i t y  w i l l  remain  111 z t s  cai:u;-e:! 

s t a t e .  The t o p s o i l  w i l l  not he  d l s c u r b e d  and ' ~ l : e * ~  

villi be no need f o r  a  r e c l a m a t i o n  p l a n .  The Montai?a 

DWKS w i l l  ]not l s s u e  Klabzuba O i l  & Gas, I n c .  a p e r m i t  

t o  <xi11 aii e x p l o r a t o r y  n a t u r a l  g a s  w e l l  aiyd c o i ? s t - ~ u c i  
=,-, <,- rl\c' 3 C1-, LP. l r  t.-- 
* . . - - - ., ,> . of s t a l e  la11d. 
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11. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT I 

8 .  'l'El"ESTRIAL, AVIAN AND 7IOIIATlC LIFE AIVD lIAbJTj?l':3: 

i s  t h e r e  . s u h s t a n t . i a l  u s e  of tire a r e a  b y  ~ r n p o r r a n ~  

w i i ~ d l i . i e ,  h j ~ r d s  o r  f i . sh?  

Action Alternative: Tlic' h n b l i a t  fou l -~d  11'1 i.1-IP ~nui i rc i i~~tc-  

dl'ei: of d i s t u r b a i ~ c . e  w; l! be 11n]?ac1 i;fj b ~ j  1 !I i~ l l c - .  

c . o n s r r u c t i o n  of a  I!aruraJ yas  wej 1 c l r i i i  yr;icJ < ~ : - i t i  

,2ci:ess r o a d .  T!ic- a r e a  of d l s ru r l sance  w i l l  be  :;nali :!I 

scope  a:nd s h a l l  lie i ec ld j~ lned  w i t h  t h e  r e rms  d!-~n 

s t l p u l a t l o n s  p r o v i d e a  by t h e  Montanh U N R C .  The 

d l s tu r -bed  a r e a  wj~!l I-)? r e c l a i ~ n e d  wj t k  a lnlxtul-e of 

'Hycres t '  c r e s t e d  wl?eatq:-ass and ye1 1 o w  s w e r t c l  O V F I  

The a r e a  of d i s t u r b a n c e  c o n s i s i s  o l  a  moi?o!.~:::~.c- ?'.and 

of  ::r?c,ted F ~ ~ C . ~ T ~ L ~ S C .  ire- r j :  ::;t j313pvsyi 

p r o j e c t  1 s  b e s t  d e s c r i b e d  a s  a  tame p a s t u r e .  Many 

d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  of  w l l d l i f e  s p e c i e s  u s e  t h i s  a r e a  f o r  

h a b i t a t .  Those s] ,ec ies  i n c l u d e  w h l t e t a l l  d e e r ,  mule 

d e e r ,  a n t e 1  ope,  b a d g e r ,  skunk:, t h e  Columi~:an y~-o?iinu 

s q u i r r e l ,  r e d  f o x ,  c o y o t e ,  a s  wel l  a s  many d l l i e r ~ ! - : i  

t y p e s  o i  s o n g b i r d s ,  up land  qa:ne b i r d s ,  alid wate:iow! 

W i l d i i f e  s p e c i e s  may be  temporarily c i l s p i a c e d ,  wh:i,- 

t h e  gas  we l l  1 s  b e i n g  d r i l l e d .  Howc-;er, n o  ~ : l d l l : c  

s p e c i e s  w i l l  h e  p e r m a n e i i ~ l y  r e l o c a t e o  a s  a  I-esu!il of 

r h i s  p r o j e c t .  The p roposed  p r c ] e c r  w l i l  ]no; hai7e any 

long- t e rm i m p a c t s  on t h e  w l l c i l l f e  s p e c l e s  o r  t h e i r  

h a b l t a t  t h a t  c u r r e n t l y  e x i s t s  on t h i . s  t r a c t  of s t a t e  

l a n d .  

No Action Alternative: The terrestrial and avian L i f t >  

a:ld t h e l r  a s s o c l a r e d  ! i a b j t a t s  found wir!.i:i t h e  area o f  

t h e  proposed d i s t u r b a n c e  w i l l  not  h e  a l t e r e a .  P J ~ . ~ d l l f e  

and b i r d s  s p e c i e s  w l l l  c o n t i n u e  To u s e  this a!-ea, 0 s  

t h e y  have 1n t h e  p a s t .  These s p e c i e s  w l l i  nc t  rjE 

t e m p o r a r i l y  displaced by ;he ~ - : d t . c ~ d l  q a s  w e l l  d r l l l l n o  

a c t l v i r y .  The Montana DKRC w i !  i n o t  i s s l i e  I::nbzuba 011 

i Gas, I n c .  a  pe rmi t  t~ d r i l l .  an  e x p i o r a r o r y  n a t u r a l  

g a s  wel l  and c o n s t r u c ~  ar. a c c e s s  road  on r h l s  : - r ac r  of 

s t a t e  l a n d .  

9. UNIQUE, ENDANGERED, FRilGILE OR LIMITED 

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES: Are any f e d e r a l l y  

l i s t e d  t h r e a t e n e d  o r  endangered  species or  

i d e n t i f i e d  h a b i t a t  p r e s e n t ?  Any w e t l a n d s ?  

S e n s x t i v e  S p e c i e s  o r  S p e c i e s  of s p e c l a 1  conce rn?  

Action Alternative: The p roposed  e> : ;> io ra to ry  n a t u r c l  

g a s  wel l  w i l l  !iave a  m~nln!al ~rnpac-. cn the i l r l q u e ,  

endangered ,  f r a g i l e ,  and l l m l u e d  ei;v~.roi-imenrz! 

r e s o u r c e s  prese9.c 11: t h l s  a r e s .  The re  a r e  i?c w?rla!?cs 

l o c a t e d  b l i  t k i ~ !  t h e  imredlz ' ;? a::ea of distu.;:-.a;ice. :XG 

s e n s i t i v e  s p e c i e s  o r  s p e c j e s  ci s p e c ~ a l  co1;cern w ~ i l  

be  t h r e a r e n e d  by t h i s  p r o l e c l  . L i s t e d ,  t l :rezteiiect ,  @ I  

endangered  s p e c i e s  w l i l  b e  a b l e  t o  m l q r a r e  th:-oiigl? 

t h i . s  a r e a  w i t h  min l~ r , a l  Impac t .  Tllere 1s 1 3 0  c ~ l n f i r m e c  

u s e  io f  t h i s  a r e a  b y  t h l - ea t ened  o r  endangered  s p e c ~ e s ,  

however t h e  p o t e n t i a l  of o c c a s i o c a l  d s e  d o e s  c x l s l .  

(Continued on Next Pagel 
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11. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL EWIRONMENT 

I (Continued from Previous Paqe! I1 
I,.l!'Jj XCil\'I.IENTAL RESOURCES : I;:. c 

Ii s t e d  l  ;!I-i~a;ei~:ed o r  endanye  

~ d e n t i f i  ec! ! !dhl  t a l  p r e s e n t ?  
. . Serisi Live S p c c i c ;  (>I S p e c i e s  5: :.:,c:i;a; co;;c:e:rr.: 

No Action Alternative: TI-I<- uini que,  ei?rianqe,rt?d, fraqi l r; 

and i i rn i~ ted  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  resou!-cr?:: Found 011 i:hi.s 

t r a c t  of s r a t r  g r a z i n g  l a n d  w i l l  no!. be impacred .  Thi:  

Mociana EIYR:' w i l l  n o t  i s s u e  l<l;l~zu!-,a O i l .  & Gas, Inc-.  a 

(Continued from Previous Page: t o  d r i l  I a!? exp l .o ra to ry  r i a tu ra l  gas  wel! a ~ ~ d  I I 
/ c o i l s t r u c t  an a c c e s s  road  on :h is  t r a c r  o i  st;ii~e I:::-d. I 1 

16. NISTOR:CAL AND ARCHAEOLOGJCAL SITES: Are any 

l : l  i t c x l c a l ,  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  o r  p a l  eon to l .og ica l  
i :,zS3ilC'Es :-> C,L,O:-.kI' 

Actlon Alternative: StaFf  from t h e  Montana I?rpart!nent 

of  Natural .  Resources  and C o n s e r v a t i o n  h a s  i n s p e c t e d  

tI!e r,r~1pi'seti we l l  s i t e  Lo,:. h i s t o r i c a l  and 

ari:haeologi ca!. r e s o u r c e s .  The pri";>fiserj w e 1  1 s i t e  allt3 

a c c e s s  road  a r e  l o c a t e d  on tame p a s t u r e  c h a r  h a s  See]: 

p r e v i o u s l y  a i s t u r 1 ~ e . d  by t h e  plow.  No \ i l s u a l  s u r f a c e  

r e a r u r e s  were ~ d e n l ; i f j . e d  i n  t h e  immediate  a~: i -a  of 

d i s t u r b a n c e ,  d u r i n g  t h e  o n - s i t e  i n s p e c t i o n .  !I 

h ~ s t ~ r i c a i  o r  a rchaeo l .og ica i  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  d ~ s c o v e r e d  

a r  any t i m e  d u r i n g  c o n s t r n c r i o n  of t h e  we i l  s i r e ,  i h e  

proponent  s h a l l  c e a s e  a l l  a c r i - ~ i t y  and c o n r a c t  t h e  MT 

DNhC' Y, H a - ~ r e  Un i t  O f f i c e  (406) - 2 6 5 - 5 2 3 6 .  The 

Department r e s e r v e s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  r e s t r i c t  s i l r f a c e  

a c t i v i . t y  f o r  t h e  pu rposes  of  p r o t e c t i n g  s j ~ g ! n i f i c a n t  

c u l t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  

No Action Alternative: Tfifre a r e  no known historical 

o r  a]-c:laeoloalcal r e s o u r c e s  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  a r e a  o: t h e  

proposed p r o j e c t .  Uilknowll h i  s t o r i c a l  o r  a r c h a e o l o g i c l l  
. . 

f e a t u r e s  under t h e  s u r f a c e  w ; i l  n o t  be a:?ered. The 

Mol?tana UIQRC w i l l  n o t  i s s u e  Klabzuba Oil  6 Gas, Lnc. a  

iserrrut t o  d r i l l  an e x p l o r a t o r y  n a t u r a l  gas 1,Jel.I. and 

c c n s t r u c t  ail a c c e s s  road  on t h i s  t r a c t  of s t a t e  la:?d. 
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11. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT I 
! 1 . T I :  I s  t i le  p r o j e c t  oi? a &'lorninellt 

r oljoqra!2llic l e a t i i r e ?  w i l l  i I. be  v i  s - ib l e  f ]-om 

pop l i l a t ed  o r  s c e n i c  a r e a s ?  W l . 1 1  I.he:r Ile 

e x c r s s i v e  n o i s e  o r  I i ~ g h t ?  

Action Alternative: I f  suc.c'ess:ul, t h e  n a l  u i n a i  <Id:. 

wel l  wil l  !,ec:orne a  prominei?i I r~poq~-api? j  c. f-al .urc. .  'l'he 

project.  1 s  l o c a t e d  approximatc!.i.y 2% rc i  i P S  innl-I n o f  

Iiavl-t ,  Montana. The l a n d  1% pr11nar i Jy  uscsd fox 

l i v e s t o c i :  q r a z i n q  p u r p o s e s ,  I iaylai?d, and w! - t i l l  f c  

h a h l t a r .  The p r o j e c t  w i l l  produce sorre i- ; :cessive 1:oise 

throuqhout  t h e  e n t l r e  s t a g e s  of d r l l l l n g .  Once t h e  

we l l  :s d r i l l e d ,  t h e  n o i s e  l e v e l s  w i l l  r e t u r n  :n 

normal .  The a r e a  of  t h e  p roposed  p r o l e c t  1 s  soiile-v;l?;ii 

developed f o r  n a t u r a l  g a s  p r o d u c t i o n  and s e v e r a ?  

: x t u r a l  g a s  weL?s a l r e a d y  e,.ist 2-11 t h l -  a r e a .  

No Action Alternative: The a e s t h e t i c s  t h a t  a r e  

c u r r e n t l y  found on t h i s  t r a c t  o: s t a r e  g r a z i n q  l a n d  

w ; i l  no t  be  impac ted .  The n a t u r a l  g a s  wel l  w i l l  not  

become a  prominent to] ;ographlc  f e a r u r e .  T h l s  r i - a i l  o f  

g r a z l n g  l a n d  w i i l  c o n t i n u e  t o  he used s o l e l y  ii: 

l i ves tock .  g r a z l n g  p u r p o s e s ,  h a y l a n d ,  and n l l d l l F e  

h a b l t a t .  No e x c e s s i v e  n o i s e  w i l l  b e  producef l  by <:he 

d r i l l i : ~ g  r i g  and i t s  c r ew.  W i l d l i f e  s p e c l e s  w:ll not 

be  t e m p o r a r i l y  d i s p l a c e d  by t h l s  p r o j e c t .  The Msn: .~na 

DNRC w i l l  no1 l s s u e  Klabzuba Oi l  & Gas, Lnc. a  p e r m i l  

t o  d r i l i  a n  e z p l o r a r o r y  n a t u r a l  g a s  w e l l  and  c o n s r r u c t  

dl? a c c e s s  road  on th i . s  t r a c :  of s t a t e  l a n d .  

12. DEKANDS 5:: ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES OF LAND, WATER., 

AIR OR ENERGY: W i l l  t h e  p r o j e c t  u s e  r e s o u r c e s  

t h a t  a r e  l i m i t e d  i n  t h e  a r e a ?  Are  t h e r e  o t h e r  

a c t i v i t i e s  n e a r b y  t h a t  w i l l  a f f e c t  t h e  p r o j e c . ~ ?  

Actlon Alternative: T h ~ s  p r o j e c r  w i l l  demand t 

env i ronmen ta l  r e s o u r c e s  of n a t u r a l  Gas ana  a  s m a i l  

p o r t i o n  of l a n d  f o r  t h e  we:i s l ~ e  and a c c e s s  road .  The 

denand on t h e  env i ronmen ta l  r e s o u r c e s  of a11 anc w a t e r  

i.iil.1 be min ima l .  Once t!?e p r o j e c t  i s  cornplececi, ?:I->? 

proporlent w i l l  r e c l a l m  t h e  s l t e .  II t h e  w e l l  I .5 

showing qood n a c u r a l  g a s  production, t h e  p ropone- t  

w i l l  ~ ? e e d  t o  i n s t a l l  a p i p e l l n e  t o  t r a n s p o r t  t h e  

n a t u r a l  g a s  o f f  t h e  s t a t e  l a n d .  The re  a r e  n c  o r h f :  

a c t i v i t i e s  c ~ a r k ; .  tha:  w7-1. l zf f e c t  this p r o - e c ~  . 

No Action Alternative: Tilere w l l l  be 110 dema!?ds c:: t h e  

env ronmelntal r e s o u r c e s  of :a!:?,, w a t e r ,  d l - ,  o r  c-neryy 

cha r  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  found on t n i s  t r a c t  3i srdt~, Land. 

The Montana DNRC w ; l l  n o t  ~ s s i l e  i:laI)zub& 3 i J  S G G S ,  

I n c - .  a  permlt  t o  d r l l l  an  e x p l o r a t o r y  n a t u r a l  a a s  w e l l  

and co:ls';ruct an a c c e s s  road  on c h i s  t r a c t  o t  ,<:ate 
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11. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

.. .- 

I 
-- 

1 3 .  OTl4l-P !1!\IV!RO!GMEI;1'AL DOCUI'IEI'JTT, PERTINENT TO l'!iE Action Alternative: 'Tl?e Montana UNii!: w i l i  c:c.r~!.i I-I i iC- l o 

7ii iEi i :  Are t h e r e  o t h e r  ;!ud?e:.., p1ar.s OT p r o j e r t ~ ~  explol-i'. :OI  nii t i lral  gas  r e : : i , : j ~ - c ~ ~  011 11-ac:i~ 01 la~:(j  

011 This :l-ac.L? t h a t  have mineral r ig1 , t s  ow~ned by t h e  :;;ate rcl 

Moiltanz. The rninera l  r l c jh t s  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  S t a t e  of 

i9c;r:tdndf s, School 7'1:usi F u I - ! ~  d i d  revei1iie I~~ i f iug l? t  11-1 

?I-01:- t h e s e  developments  w i ~ . i  co:;!-ir;ue ILG be m e o  i o 1  

cducat iona!  pu rposes  by  t h e  b c n e f i c l a ~ ~ i e s  of  rlic: 

T r u s t .  Tl;e Montana UNXC w i ~ l l  co:;:;lnue 'to e.-;>l~cre ZI-d 

d e v e l c ?  n a t u r a l  gas  f a c i l i t i e s  a s  l o n g  os t h e y  arc! 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  s a f e .  The g o a l  of t h e  Montana 

D;\!Fr ,"XAD i s  t-o mar:agi. .the S t a t e  o f  M-,ntanaf s t r n s ?  
. . ianr j  r e s o u r c e s  1 3  p roduce  r evenue  f o r  tl:.e t r n s i  

b e n e f r ~ i a r i e s ,  wnr i e  c o n s l . i e r i n g  e ~ i v i r o n m e n t a l  f e c t o r s  

and p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  f u t u r e  income-gene ra t ing  c a p a c l t y  

of t h e  ianci.  The Montana DI\'RC/TLMD w i l l  c o n t i n u e  ti; 

ad rn in l s t e r  and mon i t c r  t h e  l i c e n s e d  g r a z i n g  a c t i v i r y  

and s e t  s t o c k i n g  r a t e s  on t h i s  t r a c t  of  s t a t e  g r a z i n g  

l a n d  e.Je1.y t e n  y e a r s  I!? accordal-ice wi.t!l PionLana S r a t e  

No Action Alternative: The p r o j e c t  w i l l  no: impact  

o t h e r  s t -ua ie s ,  p l a n s ,  o r  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  e k e  I'lontana 

DNRC may have f o r  t h i s  t r a c t  o f  s t a t e  l a n d .  The 

1 x 1 .  IMPACTS ON THE HUNAK PCPULATION I 

RESOURCE I POTENT:A, IMPACTS AND MITIGATIOIJ IqEASURES 11 

I I ( l.a!nd. Slabzuba C i l  i, Gas, J n c . ,  ~ t s  subconl.1-actoxs,  I1 

1 4 .  HUMAN !iEPiZTli AND SAFETY: W i l l  t h i s  p r o j e c t  add t o  

heal*ch and s a f e t y  r i s k s  i n  t h e  a r e a ?  

i 
a:;d th?:r employees assunir t r ,ese  r : ~ s k s  a s  c.ccilpat:ii:!~:al 

h a z a r d s .  Th i s  p r o j e c r  w i l l  liar add L o  t h e  iicinan ! l ea j~ rh  

and s a f e t y  l i s k s  foilli~i i:? t h l c  a : -e l .  

Action Alternative: I<labzuba O i l  6. Gas, I n c . ,  i t s  

s u b c o n t r a c t o r s ,  a n d / o r  t h e i r  employees  u n d e ~ r s t a n d  t I s  

r i s k s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  d r i l l i n g  ail e x p l o r a t o r j i  n a t ~ r a l  

gas  we l l  and c o n s t r u c t i ~ i c j  an  a c c e s s  road  oil s t a t e  

No Action Alternative: The p r o J e c t  wrl! no t  add t o  t h e  

humal: h e a l r h  o r  s a f e t y  r i s k s  found i l - I  t h i s  a r e a .  

i i labzuba O i l  6. Gas, 7:ic. w i l l  n o t  assume a n y  

o c c ! ~ p a t i o n a l  h a z a r d s  by i;ot d : i l l i n g  t h e  n a t u r a l  gas  

w e l l  on t h i s  t r a c t  of s t a t e  l a n d .  The I4ilr:tana Cl!P.'c; 

w i l l  not  l s s u e  Klabzuha O i l  & Gas,  I n c .  a p e r m i t  t o  

d r i l l  ail e x p l o r a i c r y  n a t u r a l  gas  w e l ~ l  and c o r : s t r u c t  a n  

a c c e s s  road 01: th i . s  t r a c t  of  s t a t e  l b n d .  
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1 : ) .  TNi)iJS'rR?hL, I:OMMI<IIClAi, AND AGRICULTURAL ACTTVTTIES 

AND PRODUCTION: W: 11 t h e  p r o j e c t  add t o  or  a l r e r  

t h e s e  a r x i v i  t i  e s ?  

Ac t ion  A l t e r n a t i v e :  ill-i 11 ii;q a11 (->;:],i 01 a t  01-y I l c ~ i  u! 

yzs  wc-11 w i l l  < , r e a t e  111di1:;t r i  'ii ,irl i v i  1-y or! I I , ]  :, ! i ~ j f - :  

of s t a t e  l a n d .  I f  Klal?zuba 031 & Gas, I n c .  1 5  

s u c c e s s f u l  i n  d r i l l i n q  131-od~icinq n a r u r a l  cjc>: wcl 1 :  

:he School Trus r  Fund o i  Moi?taila w l  11 genei-at '  

a d d i t i o n a l  r evenue  th rouqh  r o y a l  t i e s  from rhc- sali-h of 

ilatuiral g a s .  The f o r a g e  p r o d u c t i o r  01-1 t h e  c r e s t e d  

whea tg ras s  tame p a s t u r e  wi1.l be t e n ] ? o r a r j  i y  reduced,  

due t o  t h e  we l l  pad d ~ . s t u r b a n c e .  I-iowever-, a f t e r  :!?e 

r e c l a m a t i o n  p r o c e s s  i s  completed f o r a g e  p roducn ion  oil 

t h i s  t r a c t  of g r a z i n g  Land wi.11 be  enhanced i n  (-!?is 

a r e a .  I n  t h e  long  r u n ,  t h e  r e c l a m a t i o n  p l a n  Lo s e e d  

c , ,esred ~ $ i l e a t q r & s s  a!ld yel!ow s w e e r c l o v e r  back ~ l ? t o  

c h i s  a r e a  w l l l  Lncrease  t h e  long- t e rm f o r a g e  

p r o d u c t i v i t y  and enhance e r o s i o n  c o n t r o l  on r h e s e  

s o i l s .  

No Ac t ion  A l t e r n a t i v e :  The a g r r c u l t u r a l  a c t l v i c l e s  

w i l l  not be  a l t e r e d  on 1hi.s t r a c t  of  s t a t e  l a n d .  ? h ~ s  

t r a c t  of s t a t e  l a n d  w;ll c o n t i n u e  t o  be  u s e d  s o i e l y  

f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  of l i v e s t o c k  g r a z i n g ,  h a y l a n c ,  and 

w i l d l l f e  h a b l t a t .  There  wl l1  be  no additional revenue  

g e n e r a t e d  from royalties t o  t h e  School  T r u s t  Funa o f  

Montana and z l a b z u b a  O i l  6 Gas, I n c .  The Montana 3NRC 

w i i l  not i s s u e  Klabzuba Or1 & Gas, i n ? ,  a  perm31 l o  

d r i l l  an e x p l o r a t o r y  n a t u r a l  g a s  w e l l  and c o n s r r u c l  an 

1 I I a c c e s s  road  on t h i s  t r a c t  of s t a t e  l a n d .  / I 

I I estimated number. 
II 1 6 .  QUANTITY AND DISTRIBUTION OF ENPLOYMENT: W i l l  t h e  

p r o j e c t  c r e a t e ,  move o r  eliminate j o b s ?  I f  s o ,  

& Gas, I n c .  w l t h  r evenue  g e n e r a t e d  by r h e  s a l e  of 

n a t u r a l  g a s .  The S t a t e  of Montana ' s ,  School  T r u s t  Fcrd  

Ac t ion  A l t e r n a t ~ v e :  I f  t h e  n a t u r a l  g a s  w e l l  1 s  c a p a b l e  

of  coinnercia l  p r o d u c t i o n ,  i t  w i l l  p r o v i d e  IZlabzuha 011 

w i l l  b e n e f i r  from r o y a l t i e s ,  chrough t h e  s a l e  of 

n a t u r a l  g a s .  T h l s  p r o 3 e c t  will not move o r  e l i rn l lnate  

jobs  w i t h r n  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a .  The p r o j e c t  w l l i  

p r o v l d e  Klabzuba O i l  & Gas, I n c . ' s  employees  w l t ! i  

add i t ro r j a l  wol-k and i i ; i r j ~ i i - .  

N o  A c t i o n  A l t e r n a t i v e :  The q u a l i r y  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  of 

employment w ; l l  nor be  lmpacted I n  t h i s  a r e a .  i i idbzuba 

O i l  6 Gas, I n c .  1 s  s c h e d u l e d  t o  drill s e v e r a l  n a t o r a l  

gas  w e l l s  l n  t h l s  a r e a .  Ti t h e y  a r e  noT a l l o w e d  t o  

d r l i l  t h i s  wel l  on t h e  s t a t e  Land, t h e y  w i l l  mov t o  

t h e  nex t  we l l  011 t h e  d r i l l l n q  s c h e d u l e .  The Monr ;.la 

D N R Z w i l i  no t  I s s u e  Klabzilua O i l  & Gas,  I n c .  a perm3 1 

t o  d r i l l  an e x p l o r a t o r y  n a t u r a l  g a s  w e l l  and cons t rGc t  

U an a c c e s s  road  oc t h l s  t r a c 1  of s t a t e  i a i i o .  I 
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I!. !,C)!:I!i; llK1.; iX"'1'i~: T11% ? J S R  A N D  TAX YiEVENIIES: 

[gill ~ ~ Y . c .  p ? ~ ; , r ~ c ' t  i i ~ e a t c  c i  e l  i r n ina t e  t a x  I -evenuc?  

1 18. DEMAND FCR GOVERNlsENT SERVICES: W i l i  s u b s t a n t i a j  

r r a f f l c  1:e added t o  e x i s t i n g  roar js?  w i l l  o t h e r  

s e rv i c : e s  ( f i ! - e  p r o t e c t i o n ,  pol!  c e ,  s c h o o l s ,  e t c )  

j 3 ~  ! : ~ e d e ! i ;  

1 9 .  L n c i i L i i '  F ~ D O P T E D  ENVIRONMENTAL PLAI-s A N D  GOALS : 

Are  there S t a t e ,  Socn ty ,  C i t y ,  USES, BLM, T r i b a l ,  

p i c .  z o n i n g  o r  nanagement p l a n s  ~n e f f e c t ?  

Action Alternative: 7'hr 1.~1-oj r2c.r wi 11 c.rea?c. < i d i ? i +  i c~l?;il 

'a;: revr!iue ; I ?  i 4 ; l l  ( :oi~i?ty,  i f  I-hc we l l  i s  ( .apii l?l i~ o f  

:.c~?m:?rci~al p r o d u c t i o ~ ? .  l ' !?e i -cforc ,  t !~?  prc , j cc t  w? l 1 

!lave an impact on tlhe lo(.;i; and s t a t e  t a x  k~arje.  

No Action Alternative: Tile 2 i ) ca i  and s t a t e  ta:.: I?;isc 

i-'l l! rcmairl t h e  same. Ta,- ~ P T I C I - I I I P  wj j ! n o t  he  i?n;-,ac'ceii 

i?? !]ill County by n o t  d r i l l : n g  t h i s  i-iatul-a1 q a s  we! ]  

Action Alternative: Tl-ie prnjec i r  w i l  1 c r e a t e  soine 

s u b s t a n t i . a l  t r a f f l c ,  throuql?out  t h e  e n t i r e  le~ngtl-A o f  

t j m e  i t  t a k e s  t o  d r i l l  t h e  n a t u r a l  g a s  we!.] aind b r i n g  

it o n t o  p roduc t i . on .  Klahzuba O i l  & (;as, l n c .  h a s  been 

ii!formed, a s  1 ~ 0  whe1.p t h e  11c:cess 1-031: j c t o  S ~ P  w e l l  

S I : : ~  x l i l  h e .  The;e i s  a n  e x i s t i n g  rwo-?.~zi. l .  t r n :  1 

t h a t  f o l l o w s  t h e  f e n c e  l i n e  aro3r.d :he t r a c a r .  T h e  

p ro j ec t -  w i l l  nor  c r e a t e  a  der!and fi.r goverilirient 

c e r v i c e s .  The p r o j e c t  w i l l  n o t  r e q u i r e  t h e  s e r v i c r s  of 
< .  : :re p r o t e c t i o n ,  p o l i c e ,  o r  s c h o o l s .  

No Action Alternatzve: There  w i l l  b e  no  a d d i t ~ o n a l  

demand f o r  government s e r v i c e s  on t h i s  t r a c r  of s t a l e  

l a n d .  The Nontana DNF.C/TLMD w l i l  c o n t i n u e  t o  noni t o r  

q r a z l n g  manageinect a c t i v i t y  and  s e t  s t o c l i i n g  r a t ~ e s  f o r  

t h l s  T r a c t  o f  g r a z i n g  l a n d  owned b y  t h e  S t a t e  of 

!b:ontana. The Montana DNRC w i l l  n o t  i s s u e  Iclabzuba C1i.l 

t. (;as, I n c .  a  p e r m i t  t o  d r i l l  an  e x p l o r a t o r y  n a ~ u r a l  

g a s  w e l l  and c o n s t r u c t  an a c c e s s  road  on t h i s  t r a c t  o f  

s t a t e  l a n d  

Action Alternative: The p r o j e c t  w i l l  n o t  i n t e r f e r e  

~ ~ i . t h  ai-:y o r h e r  loca2j.y adop ted  ei?vironmenta! p l a n s  o r  

g o a l s  t h a t  r h e  ltol-.tana DNRC h a s  f o x  t h i s  t r a c r  o f  

z t a t e  g r a z i n 2  l a n d .  No 'onincj p l a n s  w i l l  b e  i:? e f f e c t  

f o r  t h e  i n s ? a l l ~ a t i o n  of a  n a t c r a l  q a s  w e l l  on <l? lu  
,- , r a c t  - of s t a t e  l a n d .  The  Noctana  DNPC w i l l  c o n t i n i i e  to 

e x p l o r e  and d e v e l o p  n a t u r a l  g a s  f a c i ~ l i t i e s  on l a n d s  

t n a t  The S t a t e  o r  Idonta~?a owils t h e  m i n e r a l  x!.qhts. 

E n v l z o n l x e ~ t a i  P,ssessrnenr C h e c k l i s t ' s  w i l l  coi- ' t inue t o  

be t h e  h a s i s  o f  c o n c l u s i o n  f o r  f u t u ~ : e  developnent:  o r  

f i l x t h e r  s t u d y  of p r o j e c t s  .ssch a s  t h i s  

No Action Alternative: There  a r e  no o t h e r  k~?own 

i . o c a l l y  adop ted  e r ~ v i r o n m e n r a i  plans o r  q o a l s  f o r  t h i s  

t r a c t  of s t a t e  i a n d .  The Fon tana  DNRC wi.11 c o n t i n c c  t o  

work w i t h  n a t u r a l  g a s  compaiiies t o  ezp1oi:e and d e v e l o ] ~  

i l a t u r a l  g a s  p l : o d u c t i ~ n  01-1 i l a c t s  of l a n d  i ? ~  whj~c!? t h e  

S t a t e  of Montana owns t h e  m i n e r a l  ri~ghts. The Montana 

3NRC w i l l  n o t  i s s u e  Klabzuba O i l  6 Gas, l n c .  b peI '1~i t  

t o  d i l l 1  an e x p l o r a t o r y  n a t u r a l  g a s  w e l l  slid col-istl"ucl- 

an a c c e s s  road  oil r ihis t r a c t  o i  s t a t e  l a n d .  
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20. T!(:CT:SS TO ANE QUA1,JT.Y OF RECREPiTIONAL AND 

WILDERNESS ACTIVlTIES: Are w i l d e r n e s s  o r  

recreati.c!l-,a1 a r e a s  n e a r b y  @I. a c c e s s e d  throucjh 

r h i s  t r a c t ?  I s  r h e r e  r e c r e a t i  ona! p o t e n t i . a l  

w i t h i n  t h e  t r a c t ?  

2 i .  DENSITY AND DISTRIBUTION O F  POPULATION AND 

H O U S I N G :  W i l l  t h e  p r o j e c t  add t o  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  

and r e q u l r e  additional h o u s i n g ?  

Actlon Alternative: 'i'hc- proposc:tl i?;!turai g i ~ s  wr-! .J I ., 
I ocal ed oil a  i ~ q a :  l  y  a c c e s s i l ~ l  c t r a c t  of :st a1 c-. I <~i-lci. 

Tlie p~mposed  pi-ojecr a r e a  I s  access i . b i  L. 1 - 0  t l ie  ]?il!.j? i L, 

f o r  i e c r e a t i o i ~ a l  p u r p o s e s ,  vi.a an ad>ac.'nl t r a c t  01  

s t a l e  l a n d  t o  t h e  n o r l ! ~  t h a r  i s  legal . ]  y  a c c e s s i b l e  

( from a  c:ounty r o a d .  ':his t r ac l .  of s t a t e  Laild does  ~ I ~ V P  

r e c r e a t i o n a i  p o t e n t i z i  f o r  hun l i i l y ,  i-~iicli~cj,  and bird 

watchrnq.  The nla1.r' r e c r e a t i o i ? a J  a c ~ ~ v :  t y  t h a l  oc:c!l~ z 

h e r e  1s  h u n r ~ n g .  The n a t u r a l  g a s  we l l  and a c c e s s  road  

w i l l  have a  ir.inima1 impact on the r e c r e a r l o n a !  

a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  may occur  on t h i s  t r a c t  of s i d t e  i a n d  

i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

No Action Alternative: Tills t r a c t  of s t a t e  l a n d  w i l l  

concinue t o  remain i e g a l l y  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  

f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s .  The r e c r e a t i o n a l  p o t e n t l a ;  

1 f o r  t h i s  t r a c t  of i a n d  w l l :  c o n t i n u e  r o  be  low -co 

moderate .  The Moncand DNRC d o e s  have r e c r e a t i o n a l  

a u t h o r i t y ,  p r o v l d e d  by t h e  Montana F i s h ,  W i l d l i f e ,  & 

Parks  on a l l  t r a c t s  c i  s t a t e  l a n d .  The Monra;-;a DNRC 

w i l l  no t  i s s u e  Klabzuba Oi l  & Gas, 1-c .  a  p e r m l t  c o  

d r i l l  an e x p i o r a t o r y  n a t u r a l  g a s  w e l l  and c o n s t r u c t  an  

a c c e s s  road  on t h i s  t r a c t  of  s t a t e  l a n d .  

Action Alternative: The p r o j e c t  w l l l  noT add 170 eke 

~ ~ o p u l a t i o n  o r  r e q u i r e  add i  t l o n a l  housi i lg  . The dens1 t y  

and distribution of  popu la t lo i ?  and h o u s l n g  w i l l  

] cont l r ,ue  t o  be  low 11-1 t h i s  r u r a i  a r e a .  The pl-elect 

w i l l  be comple ted  l n  two t o  t h r e e  d a y s  dr,d r h e  d r i i l  

crew w i l l  l e a v e  t h e  s i t e .  1 f t h e  n a t u r a !  g a s  wei? r s  

s u c c e s s f u l ,  Klabzuba Oi l  & Gas, I n c .  w i l l  hacje t o  ];dry 

a  p i p e i i n e  a c r o s s  t h e  s L a r e  l a n d  t o  t r a n s p o r t  t h e  

n a t u r a i  q a s  t o  a g a r h e r l n g  p i p e l ~ n e .  T h i s  a c ~ l r - . r \ ;  may 

r e q u l r e  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of Klabzuba employees  t o r  an  

a d d i t l o n a i  day  o r  two.  

No Action Alternative: The d e n s i r y  and d i s t  r l b u t ~ i ~ n  of  

popu ia r io~- i  ai-id housl!:g w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  l o \ <  i n  t ! i l s  

r u r a l  ~ a n c h i n g  al;d farm;ng com-nu~ilr y .  The Montana 

DNRC/T;DTD i s  r h e  agency r e s p o : i s l b l e  f o r  ally s u r f a c e  

and suDsur face  a c t ~ v l t y  on t h i s  t r a c t  of s t a t e  lacd. 

The Montana DNRC w i i l  no t  i s s u e  Klabzuba 011 & ';a:. 

I I n c .  a  perrnlt  t o  d r i l l  an  e x p l o r a t o r y  n a t u r a l  q a s  w e l l  

and c o n s t r u c t  an  a c c e s s  road  on t h l s  t r a c t  of s:-a> - 
l a n d .  
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~ ~ ~ ~ - - ~ ' l C i U i i E S  l i N D  filOI?LS : 1.3 some d j ~ s r ~ p t  i on 

1 ." ". ' ! ~ ~ i  n a t i v r  o r  ' r ad i  ti oilal 1 i i c s ty l c : ;  01- 

1 com;nuiii.ty's poss ib :  e ?  

Action Alternative: T l ~ e  p ro j c i :  w i  1 l ]lot d i  sl-upt ~ I I L .  

n a t ivc  r,? ; ! a c i t l o n ; i l  l i f ~ s t ~ i ! ~ ?  Ir)i~l?ti wi i l l in  t i l l : ,  

:-u~:*l ~ r c t i .  I l r l l i i n g  ~ I I  ~x! - ) l  01-story I ? ~ ~ I I X ? I :  qas  w<>l I 

and c-rcnstructincj air ac.rr .ss 1.r1;:tj r , 7 . ; J   no*^ cliallye 1-11f 

s o c ? a l  s t ~ u c t u r e s  arid nrcres f n ~ ~ n c i  311 t h j s  a r e a .  

IQa'cural qas  exj?iol-atl:)l?, d?vr!o:prr;e:it, allii p roduc t i~o~-1  

have  ze!-:iirne si~rnewhat I l ~ g l ?  I n  1!i1 s  a r e a .  Klal?zul-2d Oil 6. 

Gas,  I n c .  has  hepn ] - ? a l l y  : r spons i ! ; l e  fc,r  t h e i r  

actiol- .s  arid t h e y  a r e  willing t o  cio what:cver i t  t a k e s  

t o  make lseopie happy and g e t  t h e  j o b  done r i g l i t  t:o 

rriake n9,0ney f o r  evc.ryo1.e t h z t  1 s  l r ivol .~er i .  

Nrs Act5.m Al.ternativ$: '"he n a t i v e  arid t r a c ! i t i o n a l  

l i fe : ;c ; l i -_s  w i ; l  no t  be ;mpact ed  2:-, tr:;?, r u r a l  I-ai:c!.lilg 

II I and  Col-rnlr:? co~~.n.~n:ty.  The  ?cc,i-.lr ~ r . 0  11-IC i n  ::r~.~.; 

2 3 .  CULTURAL UNIQUElJES.5 A M 3  3Ii7ERSITY: Wi 11  t ~ h e  act3.oil 

c a u s e  a  s h i f t  i n  some un lque  q u a l i t y  of  t h e  a r e a ?  

a r e a  1-la-ze n a t u r a l  gas  w e l l s  c:: t h e i r  own l a n d s  and 

c c l l e c ~  : :oyal t ies  a s  w e l l .  The n a t l r - e  and t r a d i t i o n a l  

I:.fes*:ylcs found i n  t h i s  a r e a  r $ l ; l  cont1i;ue t o  remaill  

t h e  same, The Montana DNRC w i l l  n o t  i s s u e  v l abzuha  O i l  

6 Gas, i n c .  a  p e r m i t  t o  d r i l l  an  e x p l o r a t o r y  n a t u r a l  

g a s  w e l l  and c o n s t r u c t  an  a c c e s s  r o a d  on t h i s  t r a c t  of 

s c a t e  l a n d .  

Action Alternative: The proposed n a t u r a l  g a s  w e i l  o11d 

a c c e s s  r o a d  w i l l  n o t  c a u s e  a  s h i f t  i n  any of  t h e  

u n l q u e  q u a l i t i e s  found i n  t h i s  a r e a .  No c u l t u r a l  

a r t i f a c t s  o r  s u r f a c e  f e a t u r e s  were o b s e r v e d  o r  n o t e d  

i n  t h e  a r e a  of  d i s t u r b a n c e .  Nat i i ra l  g a s  p roduc t io l .~  1 s  

i m p o r t a ~ i t  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  because  i t  

p r o v i d e s  jobs  and a d d i t i o n a l  income f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  whg 

1 1  I l i v e  and work i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

No Action Alternative: The c u l t u r a l  uniquel less  al;i: 

diversity of  t h e  l a n d  and i t s  p e o p l e  w i l l  ::emall1 ':?e 

same. T h i s  t r a c r  of  s t a t e  l a a d  w i l l  c o r ~ t i n u e  t o  be  

u s e d  s c l e l y  f o r  l i v e s t o c k  g r a z j ~ n g  p u r p o s e s ,  h;yla:lrl, 

and  w ~ l d l i f e  h a b i t a t .  L i v e s t o c k  g r a z i n g  oli t h i s  t r a c t  

i s  a ~ t h o r i z e d  t:hrough a  s u r f a c e  g r a z i n q  l e a s e  ~ss i : ec?  

I3y t h e  Molltaina D N R C .  The Montana DNRC w ~ l l  !not I s s u e  

K l a b r ~ i b a  O i l  & Gas, I n c .  a  p e r m i t  t o  d r i i l  an  

e x p l o r a t o r y  n a t u r a l  g a s  w e l l  and c o n s t r u c t  ali a c c e s s  

r o a d  on  t h i s  t r a c t  of  s t a t e  l a n d .  
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A c t i o n  A l t e r n a t x v e :  I f 111(. ~ l ; j r u r i ~ l  gat w t j  1 j :- cdi.>di?l e 

01 comiei-r,i a1 ]-1roduc1.i o:~, 1.1-IP ]?lo-jcct  w> 1 I c ; c , ~ ~ r . r a ~  c .  

a d d i t i o n d l  Te-JenilP 1 or 1.11~ :-:t.atrA Schooi 'I r i i s l  F'u:-ici and 

liJ.dhzubu O j l  b Gas, I r ic .  lliirouql~ ] . ~ ~ y a i  lip:, !ion, t i !(  

s a l  e of natui :a l  g a s .  Thc sui r rounding co!n!nunll i e s  w~r I I 

h e n e i i r  from p i -o j eccs  silcn a s  L h j s  t h r o u r ~ l !  3<jdy;1:(), 

a d s ,  and fooa purci?ased b y  r h e  dl-i!ii.i?c; c rew ~ n d  

Kiabzuba Oil  L, Gas, I n c . ' . ~  employees .  The j ~ r o p l e  in 

t h e  su r round ing  a r e a  may he more open t o  n a t u r a l  g a s  I/ I e x p l o r a t i o n  on t h e l r  own l a n d s ,  ii t h i s  p r o j e c t  i.s li 
I done r i g h t  and i s  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  s a f e .  ll 
F!s A c t i o n  A l t e r n a t x v e :  l h e  po ten -c i a l  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  

revenue t o  t h e  S t a t e  of Montan i ' s  Schoo l  T r u s t  Fund, 

Klabzuba O i l  & Gas, I n c . ,  and t h e  p e o p l e  i n  r h e  

s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a  w i l l  b e  l o s t .  The Montana DNRC w l i l  

n o t  i s s u e  Klabzuha O i l  & Gas, I n c .  a  p e r m i t  t o  d r l l i  

a n  e x p l o r a t o r y  n a t u r a l  g a s  w e l l  and c o n s t r u c t  an  

a c c e s s  road  o n  t h i s  t r a c t  of s t a t e  l a n d .  The re  a r c  no 

I o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  socli;: a n d / o r  economic c i r c u r n s ' ~ i n c e s  II 
t o  d i s c u s s  w i t h i n  t h i s  Env i ronmen ta l  Assessment  

C h e c k l i s t .  

EA C h e c k l i s t  P r e p a r e d  By: Dan Dobler Havre Un i t  Manager 

Name T l t l e  
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IV. FIN?)ING 7 

I 

2 7 .  Need f o r  F u r t h e r  Env i ronmenta l  A n a l y s i s :  

I 

I 

I 1 EIS I I More D e t a i l e d  EA [ X 1 N o  F u r t h e r  A n a l y s i s  

2 6 .  SI G N I  FICA!iCE OF POTE1YTIP.L IMPACTS : 

EA Cnecklisr Approved i3y: C l i v e  Rooney 

Name 

A‘,L 1 ik .3~. i&,n / 

- Area Manager, N o r t h e a s t e  r n  Land O f f i c e  
T i t l e  

Date  




