
CHECKLIST ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

Project Name: Lincoln School Road Construct~on I 
Proposed 
itnplementation Date: August I 2006 - August I 201 6 
Proponent: Lincoln School and DNRC 
i-ocation: Section 19 T14N R8W 

Lew~s and Clark 

I. TYPE AND PLIRPOSE OF ACTION 

i b e  1-incon School has an easement on state owned land In Section 19 to build a school and other necessary 
irnpl-ovements. As part of the Cool Flat 4x4 Timber Sale contract, approximately 1320 feet of new road would 
oe coristructed for accessing the timber sale as well as the new school in the future. This road would then be 
improved at a later date by the Lincoln School with gravel and/or other surfacing. The road easement is 60 feet 
~ ~ ! d e  holn!ever approximately 40 fset will be cleared of trees and stumps at this time. 

. - 
i 
1 -  

II. PR0,IECT DEVELOPMENT 

1 .  PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT, AGENCIES, GROUPS OR INDIVIDUALS CONTACTED: 
PI-ovide a brief chronology of the scoping and ongoing ii~volveinent for this project. 

This road IS being constructed in the chosen location at the request of the Llncoln School, so they are aware of 
the proposed action Additionally. the Cool Flat 4x4 Timber Sale was scoped in October of 2004 and the 
.nvironniental analysis was completed in July of 2005 on this same piece of state land as well as others. The 
iiniber sale lnvolved the construction of new road as well. One comment was received on the project and it did 
riot rase the issue of new road construction. 

2. OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES WITH JLIRISDICTION, LIST OF PERMITS NEEDED: 

None 

3. ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: 

Aiternative A - No Actlon The road would not be constructed at this time and the timber sale would utilize an 
existing two-track road In a different locatlon to access the tlmber sale Event~~ally the school would construct 
the road srnce they have the right to do so. 

~ t t c - r , a t ~ v e  B - Action Approx~mately 1320 feet of road ~vould be constructed and ~mprcved that v!ould be 
~i t i ized to access the tlmber sale and ~~ltimately the new Llncoln School site 

I 

-- - - 
Ill. IMPACTS O N  THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

: - -  

-- -- 

I a RESOURCES potei7tially inipacfed are listed on the forin followed hy coniti7on issues that would be consrdered 
i % Ex'lilaiii POTENTIAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATIONS following each resor~tce Ileading 

1 * F i l t e~  NONE If 110 inipacts ale identified or the reso~~rce  is not present 

- - -- -- 

1 GEOLOGY AND SOIL QUAI-ITY, STABILITY AND MOISTLIRE: 
' l o i~s id i  I flie ptesence of f~ayi le coinpactable or ~i i istab/e soils Identify i in usual geoloqic features Specify any speoal  
1~ I~ir~int ioi i  coiis~deratioiis Ideiitify any c~imulative ~~npac ts  to soils 

I lie road intersects an old depression that IS approxlmately 4 feet deep and 15 feet w 
P ~ I F S S I O I ~  wo~i ld be filled by the L~ncoln School to provlde a good smooth, stra~ght dr 



i i  : ) I  C1>slG1i does no! fiow water 01 contatn surface water and does not have wetland vegetation and therefore no  
1i flip effects are expected to occur as a result of the proposed actlvlt~es 

~ 

5. WATER QUALITY, QUANTITY AND DISTRIBUTION: 
Ii i~l1liiv ~ I I ~ ~ O I I E I I J ~  siitfacc 0 1  gioiit~cl~zlate~ iesouices. Co~istder the pote~~t ia l  for v~olatioti of ati1hiet7f water quality 
:>?:iii(i;:i(k; i i~ i i rk~ i iq  w;~le i  ir7axttiiiitri c:oi~la~iiinant levels, or clegradation of water qltalify Identify cwiiulative effects to 
t .'<-)if;/ ! ( ~ : ~ ~ ~ i l I c c s  

'if> ncnativc effects are expected to occur as a result of the proposed project 

- - --- -- 

r7 AIR QUALITY: 
bll/rai i~o l l r i ta~~ts  01 parttcciintc worild lie produced7 Identtfy a ~ r  quality reg~tlattons or zones (e g Class I air shed) tlie 
>rive( r i i i i l i l  I I I ~ ~ I I C ' I I C C ~  Itlrr~tify c i i t~ i~~ la t ive  effects to air qual~ty 

-- - - -- -- - -- - - -- 

3 ~ ~ ? i e  slash p~les would be created. and there would be some influence to local airsheds. Over 70% of the 
c:mlsslons emltted froni prescribed burniqg is less than 2.5 microns (National Ambient Air Quality PM 2.5). High, 
-,her+-!err l ~ v e l s  of PM 3 5 may be hazardous. Within the typical co!umn of biomass b~rn ing ,  the chemica! 
IOXIC:: :ire F(~rn?aldehvde Act-olein. Acetaldehyde. 1.4 Butadiene, and Polycycl~c Organ~c Matter 

v.-i~ral ,rate and locai agencies enforce rules for open controlled burnlng The burning of piled debr~s would 
l too~ice part~culate matter All burn~ng would be conducted at tmes of adequate vent~lat~on and within existing 
l i es  plans and reguat~ons Air qual~ty is analyzed by estimating emissions from prescribed burns The alr 

lualtt] analysts area for the proposed action 1s located In Montana Alrshed 6 The Montana Alrshed Group is 
responsble for determining both alrshed number and impact zones The project area IS not located In any of the 
ivpact zones 

Ctimulattve effects to alr qiiality would not exceed the levels defined by State of Montana Cooperative Smoke 
i,lanagement Plan (1988) and managed by the Montana Airshed Group. Prescribed burning by other nearby 
airshed cooperators (for example Plum Creek Timber Company) would have potential to affect air quality All 
f:ooperators currently operate under the same Airshed Group guidelines. The State, as a member, would burn 
(inly on approved days This should decrease the likelihood of additive cumulative effects. 

7. VEGETATION COVER, QUANTITY AND QUALITY: 
i/Vl~af c i~ai iges would the acftoii cause to vegetat~ve co1nmun1l1es7 Conslder rare plants or cover types that would be 
,iffecict/ Idet?fify c~lmolat~ve effects to vegetahot~ 

The road surface and cleared areas would likely be permanently altered from timbered stands to road surface 
~rniess the pans for the school where abandoned or the easement were cancelled. Cumulatively, effects to the 
fcjrestecl areas surrounding Lincoln are expected to be negligible. 

3. TERRESTRIAL, AVIAN AND AQUATIC LIFE AND HABITATS: 
Co~?s ido srihsfat~tiai l~ahitaf valiies and iise of the a/-ea by wildlife, htr-ds ot- f~sl i  Icle~~ttfy citn7iilative effects to fish atid 
1'l~iIiilif~i 

(lonstruction of the road is expected to have very little if any effects to the wildlife species that use the area, as 
living in and around Lincoln they are very adapted to roads and human activity 

'* UNIQUE. ENDANGERED, FRAGILE OR LIMITED ENVIRONMENTAL RESOLIRCES: 
' ~ r ~ : ~ i l ~ t  ~ i t ~ y  fecleially Iistcrl t l~reate~~ec-lot endangered speoes orhabtfat ~detif~f ied 117 the project area Deterlii l~ie 
f t 1 I s  C o i i ~ i i l f ~ t  S P I I S I ~ I V ~  Species or Speoes of speoal concerii Idenbfy c i i~nulaf~ve effects to tliese 
1 +rtr c ~ r ~ c l  t 1 i ~ 1 1  l ~ a l ~ i t ~ ~ f  

Yi I i q a t ~ /  effects are expected to occur as a result of the proposed project 



-.~.. . - ppp-pppp-- - - - 

ii! !.I!S'TORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES: 
:";lij -1rlti ( l ~ / ( > r t i ~ i l i ~ >  cIII'cI:; 10 t ~ i s to~~ca l  ~ I C / I ~ I C C I / C I ~ ~ ~ C ~ /  01 paleor~fologrcal I - ~ S O L I I C ~ S  

r : , r  narivp effects are expected to occur as a result of the proposed project 
- - - - - -- - - - -- -. . 

: ,I  AESTHETICS: 
i ? i . i i ' i i l ~ l ! ~ t ~  i f  1 1 1 ~  IIIOJCCI I:. 1oc:aietl or, a pro~ilrr~er~t topograpl~rc featrlr-e, or1~1ay he visible fr-0171 pop~ilated or scenic aleas. 
I / ~ ~ ~ ~ : J ?  i i w r j i  ni  ~ ~ o r s e ,  li;gl1t 0 1  vis~ial cliarige worrlci he produced? Iclet~tify crrri~ulative effects to aestlietics. 

1 \? ( )~ l l d  Ihave a tioticeable change from a moderately forested look to a 40 foot wlde swath through the - c r  .v I p ~ e w  road surface In the mldde of ~t Thls would me most notlceabe drlvlng by  tat a n~nety degree 
a i 1 ~ 1 '  ,i,rrker Creek Road and looking stra~ght at it from 4'h Street as the new road would be an extenslon to 
4 c - r t  1 1  v~ould also be not~ceable from several of the residences that are closest to the lntersectlon of 
, ~ c k e r  Crcek Road and 4"' Street Effects are expected to be low however, as the project 1s located on the 
rfn - nf t h ~ .  towen sf Llrjcoln where de\~e lopme~t  and paved streets are common 

- -- -- -- - 

12. DEMANDS ON ENVIRONMENTAL RESOLIRCES OF LAND, WATER, AIR OR ENERGY: 
tet i i l i11~ tile ~ I I I O L I I I ~  of /rr~irted resoiirces tlie project would require lde~itrfy other actrv~tles tiearby that the project 

I !  I Ider~trfy cirri~~rlative effects to etlv~ronmental resources 

Vo tiegative effects are expected to occur as a result of the proposed project. 

13. OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTS PERTINENT TO THE AREA: 
I 1 r oilit \lrrdres plar~s or projects 017 Nlrs tract Deterrnrne ci~rt~rilatrve rlnpacts lrkely to occur as a result of current 
f l l e l  I l r7  1,ite or federdl rlCt/O/iS 111 the arialysrs area a r~d  fror~i fut~ire proposed state actloris ln the analysts area that are 
1111lici M r P A  revrew (scoped) or perri~rtbrig revlew by ally state agency 

i be C:ot~l Fiat 4x4 Tlmber Sale and the associated environmental analysls will take place on the same tract of 
:tic tiowever no negatlve effects are expected to occur as a result of the proposed project 

I 
IV. IMPACTS ON THE HUMAN POPULATION 

- - - - 

,fed are llsted or7 the forrn followed by cor~~n ion rssires tllat would be consrdered 
' r i11 l i l t  i3/,TENT/AL IMPACTS AND MITIGA TIONS followrrig each resoiirce Iieadrng 
E I J ~ C  I NONE Il 110 I l 7 J / l ~ ~ ~ i  'Ire /delJtif,ec/ or the resource 1s 1101 preselit 

14. HUMAN HEALTH AND SAFETY: 
,r!ecliify ,:11i*  / ~e ;~ l t l i  ,ir~rl s;if(:iy risks / ~ o ~ e f /  by fhe pi-ojoleci 

W\ii: Iwqative effects are expected to occur as a result of the proposed project 
- -- - -- -- 

75. INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL AND AGRICULTURE ACTIVITIES AND PRODUCTION: 
' ~ ' ~ ~ ~ i i i j ~  i ~ o \ ~  rlie project wocilci .idil to or alter these actlv~tres 

...I.: i?ec,;ative effects are expected to occur as a result of the proposed project 

- ~ -  - -- - 

L:: i l i l l ;~t i ,  r ! l r ~  I J I ~ I ~ J I I ~ I  ( i f  l o / ) ~  f11c pr.o]ecf worilcl CI-eate ~ ~ l o v e  or eliliirt~ate Iderjtrfy c i r~ l l i~ la f~ve effects to the employr?iellt 
' > i  I t l<<; r  

"7 ~ n - a s ~ i  :ole effects ;irF expected to occur as a result of the proposed project 



-- - ---- -- - - - - - - - 

: !.6CA1_ AND STATE TAX BASE AND TAX REVENUES: 
., / / ! I  1:. /c9/r: i~i ic '  t11c /)ioject iuoiiltl create 01- eliir~iiiate Iclei~tify c~i i i~i i lat ive effects to taxes a i ~ d  reveiilre 

; I . - 1 0  effects , ? I p  ~xpected to occur as a result of the proposed project 

--- - - - - - 

I9ERlrlAND FOR GOVERNMENT SERVICES: 
'1 1 I I I f - t ( 3 , ? ~ ~ ~  111 Ii,lffic- < i / l ( l  C I I ~ I ) ( J C S  to liaffic patferi~s What cliai7ges woiild be i~eeded to fire protection police 

/ 1 I~ i l t i f ! .  ( ~ r i r ~ i i l ~ ~ t f i  i3 ~ f f ~ c t s  of tllis aiid other projects 017 gove i i ~ i~ ie t~ t  serviccs 

I -.I ~ ~ ~ l ) l ~ ~  ~ f f e c t s  ale expected to occur as a result of the proposed project 

- . .- ~ - . .- - - - - .- 

' i i  i OCALLY ADOPTED ENVIRONMENTAL PLANS AND GOALS: 
..: '!a!(, ' ; o i i !~ ty  City USFS BLM. Tribal aiid otliei-zoi~iiig o~- inar~age i i ie i~ t  piaiis, aild identify how they wo~rld affect 

-'!,: i > ! ~ , ] t , v ; /  

1lr-asiiic7nIe effecx are expected to occur as a result of the proposed project 

- - .- 

20. ACCESS TO AND QUALITY OF RECREATIONAL AND WILDERNESS ACTIVITIES: 
' 1  ioiltiiv lriy !vi!deri~ess or reci-eatioi~al areas ilearby 01- access ioiites fhroiigll tliis ti-act Determine the effects of flie 
.;:r)/c:i,: ! ~ ' ~ i ~ a f i o r ~ a l  poteritial w i t l ~ i i ~  t11e tract. Idei~tify cl/m~ilaf ive effects to I-ecreatioiial ai7d i.vilderness activities. 

"(3 iltqatido effects are expected to occur as a resilt of the proposed project 

- -- - -- - - - -- 

:1 DENSITY AND DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION AND HOUSING: 
i d f ~ i i i i l t ~  p o p ~ i l a t i o ~ ~  c l ~ ~ l i l g e s  and atlclitioi~al I ~ O L I S I I I ~  the project would require identify ciiinulafive effects to populahoii 

1 ,  (/  / f f ~ l f ~ i l l ~ ]  

[ ! i t  b~~easurable effects are expected to occur as a result of the proposed project 

- -- - 

22. SOCIAL STRUCTURES AND MORES: 
f i I t>i~t i f i ,  1.l teiihal clisr~iplioi~ of i~n t iv r~  oi traclitioi~al lifestyles or coiiiniuiiibes 

;if, xqat ive  effects are expecteci to occur as a result of the proposed project 

- 

23. CULTURAL UNIQUENESS AND DIVERSITY: 
+-'o::, :: ociiii t11c cicf~c?r, ,!fft.ct ,illy fiiiicjiic cjiiality of tile aiea? 

r y ( 3  z 7 c 2 , 7 T  , :Ja~,~c L ,  ,- effects are expected to occur as a resilt of the proposed project 

~- . . -. 

24. OTHER APPROPRIA-TE SOCIAL AND ECONONllC CIRCUMSTANCES: 
5::i!iil;,?ii tile retliril to tlti: riiist l i i ~ l i i de  appropi-late economic analysis, ldeiitify poteiitial f i i f~ire i ~ s e s  for the analysis 
i: i ; ,z o i l l i~ i  iiiarl c?%i~tii1i1 !~i;,riai:criierlt idei~fify ccii,?~iilative ecoiloriiic aiitl sociai effects iikely to occur as a t~esulf of the 
; ,! 0 1 j O ~ ; P r i  ; ~ i ; f / o ~ l  

1 * \ l r \ f , t  ' ' r 111 i  tlie trees reilioved is expected to equal the amount of development costs assoc~ated wlth 
- ; ~ r ~ ,  1 1 1 ~ '  road res~ll l ing In rio net income to the trust however improved future access to the tract would 

,CI t -  

Name: Steven B Kamps Date: 111 3/06 

Titie: Forest Management Speclallst 



-- - -- 

'3 AI-TERNATIVE SELECTED: 

" A11 rilalive B for ~i-riplerne~itat~on Alternative B meets the project objectives while minimlzlng negative 
1 1  ' '1 '1.r t-i?anage~?ierit activltres It w~ l l  construct a road that meets the project objectives and prov~des for 
i - ,' i state parcel and the f i ~ t i ~ r e  Lincoln School Alternat~ve A would not accomplish these goals 

- -- 

/ F  SIGNIFICANCE OF POTENTIAL IMPACTS: 

I o That t'7e potentla impacts of Alternative B are insignificant and the associated resources are not l~kely to 
r -PQat i \~F i~  affected 

-- - - -- - - 

-7 NEED FOR FURTHER ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS: 

CIS I More Detailed EA I X No Further Analysis I__ 

1 EA Checklist ' Name: C Y ~  
I I Title: Fire Forester 






