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LEGISLATIVE ENVI RON MENTAL

CItrCKLIST AL ASSESSN4EJ\TT
Project Name: Proposed Exploratory Natural Gas Welt &
Access Road - State #6-7 Well (SW7aNE7a)

Proposed Implementation Date: May 15, 2006

Proponent: State of Montana Oil & Gas Lessee and Operator - Devon Energy Production Company, LP
C/o Brent Sande, PO Box l644,Havre, MT 59501

Type and Purpose of Action: Devon Energy Production Company, LP is proposing to drill an exploratory natural gas well
and construct an access road across a tract of state grazing land. The Montana Department of Natural Resources and
Conservation (DflRC), Trust Land Management Division CILMD) is responsible for administrating all mineral activity on
State School Trust lands. The State of Montana owns the mineral rights and the surface in the area of the proposed
project If the natural gas well is capable of commercial productionr l)evon Energy Production Company, LP will have to
bury a pipeline to transport the natural gas off the state land. Devon Energy Production Company, LP must obtain a
permit to drill form the Montana DNRC, prior to conducting any drilling activities on this tract of state land.

Location: SW/aNE%; Sec.6, T30N, R15E County: Ifiil County, Montana

I. PROJECTDEVELOPMENT

1 PUBLIC INVOLVEI4ENT, AGENCIES, GROUPS OR

INDMDUALS CONTACTED: Provide a brj.ef chronology
of the scoping and ongoinq j-nvolvement for this
proj ect.

The Montana Department of Natural Resources and

Conservation has been petitioned by Devon Energy
Production Company, LP to drill an exploratory natural
qas wel]- and construct an access road j.nto the weII
site on the above referenced tract of state 1and. The

state of Montana owrrs the nd.neral- rights and the
surface in the area of the proposed disturbance. Brent
Sande, Landman for Devon Enerqy has contacted the
state's surface Lessee, Tim Herron, reqarding their
intentions to dri1l a natural- gas well and construct
an access road across this tract of state qrazinq
land, If the natural gas well is capable of comnercial
production, Devon Energy will bury a pipeline to
transport the natural- gas off the state l-and. Damages

to the natj-ve rangeland resource wj-11 be settled with
the state of Montana and Tim Herron within a

reasonable time period following the completion of the
natural gas wel-1. If successful, the natural gas well
will generate additional revenue for the State of
Montana, School Trust Fund and Devon Energy in the
form of royalties from the sale of natural gas.

2. OTT{ER GOVERNMENTAL AGENC]ES WITH JURISDICTION,
I,IST OF PERMITS NEEDED:

The Montana DNRC/TLMD's; Havre Unit office, Mj.neraLs

Manaqement Buxeau, and the Montana Board of Oi1 and

Gas are the on]-y governmental agencies that have
irrrisdicti^n for this j-rmc of acfiwit-v on State Schoo1

Trust land. Devon Enerqy Production Company, tP wi1l
need to obtain a perrit to drill the natural gas well
from the Montana DNRC, prior to conducting any surface
activities on this tract of state grazing land.
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3. ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED: Action Alternative: Grant Devon Energy perrnission to
drill an exploratory natural gas well and construct an
access road i-nto the well site across this tract of
State School Trust land. Mitigation measures will- be

used to limit the impact to the native rangeland
resource and enhance erosion control in this area. The

Montana DNRC will issue Devon Energy Productj.on
Company, LP a permit to drill the state #5-7 Well and

construct an access road into the well site across
this tract of state land.
No Action Alternative: Deny Devon Energy perruLssion to
dri1l an exploratory natural gas well and construct an

access road across this tract of State School Trust
land. The Montana DNRC wi.I.I not issue Devon Energy a

drill-inq permit for this Droiect.

1I IMPACTS ON THE PITYSTCAJ, ENVIRONME}CI

RESOI]RCE POTTNTTAL IMPACTS

4. GEOTOGY AND SO]L QUA],ITY, STABITITY AND MOISTURE:

Are fragi.le, compactible or unstabLe soj-l-s
present? Are there unusual geo]-ogi-c features?
Are there special reclamation consi-derations?

Action Al.terrrative: The proposed natural qas wel"L is
located approximately 12 llLiles southwest of Havre,
Montana. Devon Energy will disturb the soils on this
tract of state qrazing land by dri]-ling an expforatory
natural gas 9re11 and constructing an access road into
the we]-]. site across this tract of state l-and. The

proposed natura]- gas welL is l-ocated on a gentl-y
roLling, short-grass prairie that has silty-clay loam

soi-ls. The soils in this area are suitable for this
tlpe of activj.ty. During construction of the site,
mj-tigation measures will be used to stockpile the
topsoil upslope from the project, so that it may be

used for reclairni-ng the site. The subsoil and

excessj.ve dirt wilL be stock piled in a separate pile,
down-s1ope from the project and used first for filL.
There are no speci-al reclamation considerations for
the proposed project. No unusual geologic features are
present in the area of the proposed disturbance. The

Montana DNRC has already set uP a recl-amation plan for
reclainui.nqT the well site and the access road, if the
wel-l- is not capable of conrmercial production.

No Astion Alternative: The soi-ls on this tract of
state grazing ]-and wilL not be disturbed. The Montana

DNRC will- not lssue Devon Energy a reclamation plan
for this project. The Montana DNRC wil-I not issue
Devon Energy a dri.fling pennit for this project. The

State of Montana's School- Trust Fund and Devon Energy

wil-l not receive royalty palrments from the sale of
natural qas.
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II. IMPACTS ON THE PITYSICA! ENVIRONMEIfiT

WATER OUALITY, QUA}ITITY AND DISTRIBUTION: ATe

important surface or groundwater resources
present? Is there potentiaL for violation of
ambient water quality standards, drinking water
maxj-mum contatrxlnant Levels, or degradation of
water quality?

Action Alternatiwer The project will have a rninj-rnal
impact on surface and groundr^rater resources in the
surrounding area. Drilling an exploratory natural gas

well will not impact the "ater 
guali-ty, quantity, and

distribution found in this area. The proposed naturaL
gas well- is located in a rural axea that is primarily
used for l-ivestock grazlng purposes and wildl-ife
habitat. There is no potential to violate any ambient
water qua].ity standards with this project. Drinking
water vrill- not be contaminated with this tlpe of
activity. The water quality will not be degraded in
this area. Devon Energy's subcontractors will use
water from an existing reservoir on deeded ]-and for
drilling the natural gas well.

No Action A1ternative: The water quality, quantity,
and distribution currently found on this tract of
state Land wiLl not be aLtered. Devon Energy'.s
subcontractors will not use water from an existing
reservoir on deeded land to drill- the natural gas

i"/eLL. The Montana DNRC wil-L not issue Devon Energy a

pernd-t to dril-l the State #6-7 natural qas well and

construct an access road across this tract of state
land. The State of Montana's school Trust Fund and
Devon Energy will Dot receive royalty palments from
the sale of natural qas,

AfR oUALITY: Will pollutants or particulate be
produced? Ts the project j-nfluenced by air
gua].ity regulations or zones (C1ass I airshed) ?

6. A,ction Alternative: DrilLing an exploratory natural
gas well and constructing an access road into the well-
sj-te will produce some dust particulates, throughout
the entire process of buildi-ng the well site and

drill-ing the natural gas weLl. The project is not
influenced by air quality regulations or zones. once
the dril1 pad is completed and the gas well is
driLled, the air guality will- return to normal-. There
will no longer be substantial traffic j-n and out of
this tlact of state land from the dri1ling crew.

No Action ALternatj.ve: The ai-r quality will not be

impacted in this area. No dust particulates will be

produced from the substantial traffi-c in and out of
!hi-s tract of state land. The Montana DNRC wi1l not
issue Devon Energy Production company, LP a permit to
drill the State #6-7 natural gas wel]. and construct an

access load across this tract of state 1and, The State
of Montana's School Trust Fund and Devon Energy will
not receive xoyalty payments from the sale of natural
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IT. IMPACTS ON TITE PHYSICAL MWIRONMEIfl|

7. VEGETATION COVER, QUANTTTY AND oUALITY: Will
vegetatj-ve contrnunj-ties be permanently aLtered?
Are any rare plants or cover tlt)es present?

The vegetative conununities found within the innediate
area of the disturbance include the fol-lowing plant
species: western wheatgrass (Agropyron snithiil,
need.l-e-and-thread (.9tipa comata), blue grarna

(Boutel-oua graciTisl, green needJ-egrass (stipa
viriduLa), sedges (Carex spp.), sandberg bluegrass
(Poa secunda), cudweed sagel^rort (Artemisia
Tudoviciana), frinqed sager"tort (Artemisia frigida') ,

dense clubrnoss (,9eJ,agrjne7La densa), silver sagebrush
(Artenisia cana\, and woods rose (Rosa woodsii) .

Action Altrirrrative: The vegetative cormnunities found
within the i-rnrnediate area of the disturbance wil-L be

temporari-Iy altered with this type of project. The

proposed project area does not contain any rare plants
ox cover types, The area of disturbance is located on

native aurrg"f"rra. This area is prirnarily used for
livestock grazing purposes and wildlife habitat. The

topsoil excavated from the sj-te wj-ll be stock piLed
upslope from the project and used last to cover the
disturbed area for reclairning the site. The area of
disturbance wi]-]- be reclaimed with a rcixture of native
grasses and ye)-J-ow sweetclover. The recLamation plan
wiJ.l be incorporated as a stipulation for the wel-l
drilling permit.

No Action A]-ternative: The vegetat.ive communities
currently found on this tract of state grazing land
wil-l- not be altered. Native grasses' forbs, and shrubs
will not be disturbed. Wildlife habitat wil-]. not be

altered. The vegetative cover, guantity, and quality
will remain in its natural state on thi-s tract of
state land. The topsoi-I will not be disturbed and

there will be no need for a recfamatj-on plan. The

Montana DNRC wi]-t not issue Devon Energy Production
Company, LP a permit to build a welL site, construct
an access road, and dri]l the State #6-7 natural gas

well on this tract of state land' The State of
Montana's SchooL Tlust Fund and Devon Energy wil]- not
receive royalty pa).ments from the sa]-e of naturaL gas.
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rI. IMPACTS ON THE PHYS ICAI. ENVTRONMEI\E

TERRESTRIAL, AVIAN AND AQUATIC IIFE AND HABITATS:
fs there substaotial use of the area by important
wildlife, birds or fish?

Action A.].t6rnativ6: The habi-tat found in the imnediate
area of disturbance wi.]-l be impacted with the
construction of the drill pad and access road. The
area of disturbance will- be smal-l in scope and shall
be reclaimed with the terms and condi-tions outlined
within the welJ. drifling stipul-ations provided by the
Montana DNRC. The disturbed area will- be reclaimed
wi-th a rLi.xture of native girasses and yell-ow
sweetclover. The area of disturbance primari].y
consists of needle-and-thread (Stipa comatar, blue
grama (EouteJ-oua gracilis), green needlegrass (Stjpa
viridula), prairie junegrass (KoeTeria pyramidatal,
fringed sagewort (Artemisia frigida), silver sagebrush
(Artemisia cana) and western wheatgrass (Agropyron
smithii). The area of the proposed project is best
described as a short qrass prairie habitat tl4>e. Many

different tlpes of wildl-ife speci.es use this area for
habitat. Those species include whj-tetail deer, mule
deer, antelope, badger, skunk, the Col"umbian ground
squirrel, red fox, coyote, as weJ-J as many different
types of songbirds, upland game birds, and waterfowl.
WiLdl-ife species may be temporarily displaced, while
the gas weII is being dri11ed. Ho'dever, no wifdlife
species will be permanently relocated as a result of
this project. The proposed project will not have any
long-term impacts on wildlife species or their
associated habitats that currentlv exist on this tract
of state land,

No Action Alternative: The terrestrial and avian life
and their associated habi-tats found within this area
wilL not be disturbed. Wi]-du-fe and birds species wilL
continue to use this area as they have in the past.
These species will- not be temporarily dj-splaced by
drilling an expl-oratory natural gas we1l, The Montana
DNRC will not issue Devon Energy Production Company'

LP a permit to build a wel-l site/ construct an access
road, and dri11 an exploratory natural gas well on

this tract of state land. The State of Montana's
School Trust Fund and Devon Energy rril1 not receive
royalty payments from the sale of natural gas.
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I]. IMPACTS ON THE PITYSICAL ETIVIRONMEMI

UNIQUE, ENDANGERED, FRAGILE OR LIMTTED
ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES: Are any federally
listed threatened or endangered species or
identified habitat present? Any wetlands?
Sensj-tive Species or Species of special concern?

Action AJ.ternative: The proposed natural gas well and
access road wj-l-I have a minirnal j-mpact on the unique,
endangered, fragile, and limited envj-ronrnental
xesources present in thj-s area, There are no wetlands
located within the irnmediate area of disturbance. No

sensitive specJ-es or species of special concern wi.l_l
be threatened by this project. Listed, threatened, or
endangered species will be able to migrate through
this area with minimal impact. There is no confirmed
use of this area by threatened or endangered species,
however the potential of occasionaL use does exist.

No Action Alternative: The unique, endangered, fragile
and limited environrnental resources found on this
tract of state grazing land will not be impacted. The

Montana DNRC will not issue Devon Energy a permit to
build a weJ-l- site, construct an access road, and drill
the State *6-7 natural gas wel-1 on this tract of state
1and. The State of Montana's School Trust Fund and
Devon Energy wi].l not receive royalty payments from
the sale of natuxal qas.

10. HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGfCAL STTES: Are any
historical, archaeological or paleontological
resources present?

AcLLon AJ.teltlati\re: Staff from the Montana Department
of Natural- Resources and Conservati-on has inspected
the proposed wel]. site and access road for historj.cal
and archaeologj-ca1 resources. The proposed well site
and access road are located on native rangeland. No

vlsual surface features were dj-scovered during the on-
sj.te j-nspection of the proposed areas of disturbance.
If historicaL or archaeoJ-ogical resources are
discovered at any time duri-ng construction of the
access road or the wel-]- site, the proponent lriLl cease
a].l activity and contac! the lrf DNRC's, Havre Unit
office (406l,-265-5236.

No Action Alternatirre: There are no known historical
or archaeological resources present in the area of the
proposed project. Unknown historical or archaeo.l-ogical
features under the surface will- not be altered. The

Montana DNRC will not issue Devon Energy Production
Company, LP a perlnij-t to build a well site, construct
an access road, and drj-ll the State #6-7 natural gas

well- on thi-s tract of state land. The State of
Montana's School Trust Fund and Devon Energy wil-L not
recej.ve royalty payments from the sal-e of natural gas.
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TI. IMPACTS ON THE PIIYSICAI, E}WTRONMEMT

L1 AESTHETICS: Is the project
topographj-c feature? Will
populated or scenic areas?
excessive noi-se or liqht?

on a prominent
it be visible from
WiLI there be

Aclion ALternative: If successfuL, the natural gas

wel-1 wi-1l become a pxominent topographic feature. The

shed that houses the wel]- head and natural- gas meters
will not be visible to the public. The project is
located approximately 12 m:iles southwest of Havre,
Montana. The land is prirnarily used for livestock
grazLtg purposes and wildl-ife habitat. The project
will produce some excessive noise during the entire
stages of dri-lling the naturaL gas well. Once the weLl
is dri-lled, the noise levels wiLL return to normal.
The area of the proposed project is beinq developed
for natural gas production. Several natural gas we1ls
have already been dri-L1ed in the area.

No Action Alterzrative: The aesthetics that are
currently found on this tract of state grazing ]-and

wj-lL not be iropacted. The natural gas well wj.ll not
become a prominent topoqraphic feature. This tract of
grazinq land wilJ- continue to be used solely for
livestock gtaz:-r:g purposes and wildlj.fe habitat.
WiLdlife speci.es wiLl- not be temporarily dispJ-aced.
The Montana DNRC wilL not issue Devon Energy
Production Company, tP a perl(Lit to build a well site,
construct aD access road, and driLl Ehe State #6-7
natural gas we]-l on this tract of state land. The

State of Montana's School Trust Fund and Devon Energy
will not receive royalty payments fxom the sale of
natural- gas.

12. DEMANDS ON ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES OF IAND, WATER,

AIR OR ENERGY: Will the project use resources
that are lindted in the area? Are there other
activities nearby that will affect the project?

Action .Alternativ€: This project will- demand the
environmental resources of naturaL gas and a smal-I
portion of land for the well site and access road. The

demand on the environmental resources of air and water
will be nulnimal. Once the project is cornpleted, the
proponent will reclaim the site with the terms and

conditions outlined within the well drilling
stj-pulations provided by the Montana DNRC. If the well
is capable of commercial production, the proponent
will need to instaLl a pipeJ-ine lo transport the
natural gas off the state land. There are no other
activj-ties nearby that will affect this project.

No Action A].ternativer There wi]-l be no demands on the
envirorunental resources of 1and, lrater, ai-r, or energy
that are currently found on this tract of, state Land,
The Montana DNRC wil]- not issue Devon Enerqy
Production Company, LP a permit to drilL the State #6-
7 natural gas well- and construct an access road into
the well site on this tract of state land.
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II. IMPACTS ON fHE PEYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

13. OTHER EWIRONMENTAL DOCUI4ENTS PERTINENT TO THE

AREA: Are there other studies, plans or projects
on this tract?

Actioa AJ-ternative: The Montana DNRC wil]. conti-nue to
explore for natural qas resoulces on tracts of land
that have mineral rights owned by the State of
Montana. The IlLinera]- rights on this tract of land are
owned by the State of Montana's, School Trust Fund and
revenue brought j.n frorn these developments wj_1l
continue to be used for educational purposes by the
beneficiaries of the Trust. The MT DNRC r'riLl continue
to explore and develop natural gas facilities as long
as they are envj-ronmental-ly safe. The goal of the
Montana DNRC/TLMD is to manage the State of Montana. s

trust land resources to produce revenue for the trust
beneficiaries, while considering environmental factors
and protecting the future income-generating capacity
of the land. The Montana DNRC,/TLMD will continue to
adrn-inister and rnonitor the l-icensed grazing activity
and set stockinq rates on this tract of grazing Land
every ten years in accordance with Montana State
Statute.

No Act.j.on Alternatilre: The project wi].l- not impact
other studj.es, plans, or projects that the Montana
DNRC has for this tract of land. The Montana DNRC wiJ-I
not issue Devon Energy Production Company, tp a permit
to driLl the State *6-7 natural gas welJ- on this tract
of state land. The State of Montana, s School Trust
Fund and Devon Energy will not receive royalty
payments from the sale of natural gas.

ITI. IMPACTS ON THE HI]MAN POPULATTON

RESOURCE POTENTIAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES

14. HIn{AN HEALTH AND SAFETY: Will this project add to
health and safetv risks in the area?

Actj.on AJ.ternative: Devon Energy, its subcontractors,
and/or their employees understand the risks associated
with dri1l1nq an exploratory natural gas well. Devon
Energy, its subcontractors, and their employees assume
these risks as occupational- hazards. This project wil-I
not add to the human health and safetv risks found in
this area.

No Action Alternatiwe: The project wil-1 not add to the
health or human safety risks found i-n this area. Devon

Energy will- not assume any occupational hazards by not
drilJ-ing the natural gas welJ- and constructing an

access road into the well si-te on thi.s tract of state
land. The State of Montana's Schoo1 Tlust Fund and
Devon Energy will not receive royal-ty payments from
the sal-e of natural oas,
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1f,. INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAI AND

AND PRODUCTION: WiIl t,he
these activities?

AGRICULTURAT ACTIVITIES
project add to or alter

Actj-on AJ.ternatiwe: Drilling an exploratory natural
gas well and constructing an access road wi_l1 create
additi-onal industrial" activity on this tract of state
1and. ff Devon Energy Productj.on Company, Lp is
successful- in drilling a producing natural gas we.Il;
the SchooL Trust Fund of Montana wil]- generate
additional revenue through royalties from the saLe of
natural" gas. The forage production on the native
rangeland will be ternporarj.ly reduced, due to the wel-1

pad disturbance. However, after the reclarnatj.on
process is compJ-eted, forage producLion on this tract
of grazing land will be enhanced in thj-s area. In the
long run, the reclamation pLan to seed native grasses
back into this area wiJ.L increase the Long-term forage
productivity and enhance erosion control on these
soi1s.

No Action Alternative: The industrial, comnercial, and

agricultural activj-ties will- not be al-tered on thj-s
tract of state land. There will be no additional
revenue generated from royal-ties to the School Trust
Fund or Devon Energy. The Montana DNRC wiJ.l not issue
Devon Energy Production Co. a penn-it to driLl the
State #6-7 natural gas wel-I on thj-s tract of state
land. The State of Montana's School Trust Fund and
Devon Energy wi]-]. not receive royalty payments from
the sal-e of natural sas.

1-6. QUANTITY AND DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYMENT:

project create, move or eliminate jobs?
estimated number.

--t - - . .wl_-Lt tne
If so,

Action .Alternative: The project wilL provide Devon

Energy wi-th revenue generated by the sale of naturaL
gas. The State of Montana's, School Trust Fund !ri1l
benefit from royalties, through the sale of natural
gas, This project wi].l not move or eliminate jobs
wj.thin the surrounding area. The project will provide
Devon Energy's employees with additional work and

No Action AJ.ternative: The guality and distribution of
emplolrment will be impacted in this area. Devon Energy
is scheduLed to dri1l several natural gas welfs in
thls area. If they are not alLowed to dri11 this wel-l
on the state land, they r,rill sinply move on to the
next rrell on the dri-11in9 schedulg. The Montana DNRC

will- not issue Devon Energy Production Co. a perlllit to
drill the state #6-7 naturaf gas wel-I on this tract of
state l-and. The State of Montana's School Trust Fund

and Devon Energy wil-1 not receive royalty palments
from ths sale of naturaL qas.
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17. LOCAL AND STATE TAX BASE AND TAX REVENUES:

Wil-l- the project create or eliminate Eax revenue?
Action AJ.ternative: The project will create additionaJ_
tax revenue in Hill County, if the well is capable of
conrnercial- production. Therefore, the project wil-I
have an impact on the local and state tax base.

No Action AJ.ternative: The locai. and state tax base
wilL remain the same. Tax revenue wiLL not be j-mpacted

in HiIl County by not drilling the naturaL gas hrell.
The Montana DNRC wil]- not i-ssue Devon Energy
Production Co. a perrn-lt to driLL the State *6-7
natural gas weLl on this tract of state 1and. The

State of Montana's School Trust Fund and Devon Energy
wi-I1 not receive royalty palments from the sale of
natural gas.

rd. DEMAND FOR GOVERNMENT SERVICES: Wi]-]. substantial
traffic be added to existi-ng roads? Will other
servj-ces (fire protection, police, school_s, etc)
be needed?

Action AlternativE: The project gril-I create some

substantial traffj-c throughout the entj-re phase of
drilling the natural gas well and constructing an
access road, Devon Energy. has been informed, as to
where the access road intb the well site will be
placed. There is an existinq two-track trail- that
almost ties into the proposed drill pad area, The
project wil-1 not create a demand for government
services. The project will not requj-re the services of
fi ra nr^t6^+i 

^h 
nal i aa ar cahnnl o

No Action Al-ternative: There wi]-l- be no additional
demand for government services on this tract of state
land. The Montana DNRC/TIMD will- continue to monitor
grazing management activity and set stockinq rates for
this t.ract of grazing land owned by the State of
Montana. The Montana DNRC will not issue Devon Energy
Production Co. a perrn-it to drill the State #6-7
natrrral oas wel1 on this tract of state 1and. The

State of Montana's School Trust Fund and Devon Energy
will not receive royalty palments frorn the sal.e of
natural gas.

19. LOCATLY ADOPTED ENVIRONMENTAL PLANS AND GOALS:

Are there State, County, City, USFS, BLM, Tribat,
etc. zoning or management plans in effect?

Action Alternative: The project wj-11 not interfere
with any other local-1y adopted environmental plans or
goals that the Montana DNRC has for this tract of
qrazing land. No zoning pJ-ans wilJ- be in effecl for
the installation of a natural gas wetl and access road
on this tract of state land, The Montana DNRC will
continue to explore and develop natural gas facj-lities
on lands that the State of Montana owns the minera]-
rights. Environmental Assessment Checklist's will
continue to be the basis of concl-usion for future
development or further study of projects such as this.

(Continued on Next Paqe)
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19. LOCAI,IY ADOPTED ENVIRONMENTAI. PLANS AND GOAI,S:
Are there State, County, City, USFS, BtM, Tribal,
6f- znni-^ ^- -ELu. .vrrrlrg e! r(anagement plans in effect?

(Continued fron Prewious Paq'e)

No Action Alternative: There are no other known
loca11y adopted eovironmental_ plans or goals for this
tract of state land. The Montana DNRC wi1l conti_nue to
hrork with natural qas companies to exploxe and develop
natural gas production on tracts of land in which the
State of Montana owns the mineral rights. The Montana
DNRC will not issue Devon Energy ploduction Co. a
perrrlt to dri11 the State #6-7 natural gas welJ_ on
this tract of state land. The State of Montanars
School Trust Fund and Devon Energy wilL not receive
xoyalty payments frorn the sa]-e of natural gas,

20, ACCESS TO AND QUALITY OF RECREATIONAI AND

WITDERNESS ACTMTIES: Are wiLderness or
recreational areas nearby or accessed through
this tract? Is there recreational potential
within the tract?

Actiort A].ternative: The proposed natural gas weII is
not located on a legalLy accessible tract of state
Land. The proposed project area is not accessibl_e to
the general public for recreational purposes, unless
they acquire pen[ission from the landowner to cross
his deeded land to access the state land. Thi_s tract
of stat.e ]-and does have recreational potential for
huntinq, hiking, and bird watching. The main
recreational activities that occur here are hunting
and hiki.ng. The natural qas well and access road wi.l1
have a ndnimal impact on the recreatj.onaL activities
that may occur on this tract of state land in the
future.

No Action Alternative: This tract of state ]-and wi].L
continue !o not be 1ega1ly accessible to the public
for recreational purposes. The recreational_ potential
for this tract of land will conti_nue to be lor4r to
moderate. The Montana DNRC does have recxeational
authority, provided by the Montana Fish, t{ild]-ife, a

Parks on a].l tracts of state l_and. The Montana DNRC

will not issue Devon Energy Production Co. a permit to
dril1 the State #5-7 natural qas well on this tract of
state land. The State of Montana,s SchooL Txust Fund.
and Devon Energy will- not receive royal-ty payments
from the sale of natural qas.
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21. DENSITY AND DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION AND

HOUSING: WilI the project add to the populati_on
and requJ-re additional housing?

Action Alternative: The project wi]]- not add to the
populatj.on or require additional housj-ng. The density
and distribution of populatj.on and housi-ng will
continue to be low in this rural area. The project
will be completed in two to three days and the drill
crew i"rill leave the site, If the natural gas wel]- is
successful, Devon Energy will have to bury a pipeline
to transport the nalural gas off the state land. This
activity rnay require the presence of Devon empLoyees
for an additional day or two.

No Action Alternative: The densj-ty and distribution of
population and housing wil]- continue to be low in this
rural ranchj-ng and farnr-ing community. The Montana
DNRC/TLI,ID is the agency responsible for any surface
and subsurface activity on this tract of state Land.
The Montana DNRC wil-l not issue Devon Energy
Production Co. a permit to dri11 the State #6-7
natural gas well on this tract of state land. The

State of Montana's School Trust Fund and Devon Energy
wiLl- not receive royalty payments from the sale of
natural gas.

22. SOC]'AI' STRUCTURES AND MORES: Is some disruption
of native or tradltional lifestyl_es or
co[trnunity' s possible?

Action Alternativar The project will- not disrupt any
native or traditional- J-ifestyl-es found within this
rural area. DrilJ.inq an exploratory natural gas weJ-l
and constructingf and access road wi]-l not change the
social structures and mores found in this area.
Natural gas exploratj-on, development, and production
are al-ready somewhat high in this area. Devon Energy
has been real-J-y responsS-ble for their actions and they
are wilLing to do whatever it takes to make people
happy and get the job done right.

No Action lllternative: The native and tradi-tional
lifestyLes wi].l not be j-mpacted in this rural ranching
and farming cortrnunity. The people who l-ive in this
axea have natural gas wel1s on their own l-ands and

collect royalties as well. The native and traditional
lifestyles found in this area wiJ-l contj-nue to remain
the sane. The Montana DNRC will not issue Devon Enerqy
Production Co. a pernui.t to dril1 the State +6-7
natural gas wel-l on this tract of state land. The

State of Montanat s School Txust Fund and Devon Energy
will not receive royalty palments from the safe of
natural gas.
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23. CULTURAL UNIQUENESS AND DIVERSITy: Wilt_ the action
cause a shift in some unique quaLity of the area?

Action A.ltertratirre: The proposed naturaL gas well and
access road will not cause a shift in any of the
unique qualities found in this area. No cul_turaL
artifacts or surface features were observed or noted
in the area of the proposed disturbance. NaturaL gas
production is important to the people j-n this area,
because it provides jobs and additional income for the
people who live and work in thj_s area.

No Action Alternative: The cultural uniqueness and
diversi-ty of the Land and its people wj_I1 xemain the
same, This tract of state land will continue to be
used soIe1y for wildlife habj-tat and livestock grazing
purposes. Livestock grazing on this tract is
authorized through a surface grazLng lease issued by
the Montana DNRC. The Montana DNRC wi.1I not issue
Devon Energy Production Co. a permit to dri1l the
State #6-7 natural gas well on this txact of state
land.

24. OTTIER APPROPRIATE

CTRCUMSTANCES:

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC Actj.on Alternative: The project wilL generate
additional revenue for the State of Montana, s School
Trust Fund and Devon Energy producti.on Company, I,p
through royalties from the sale of naturaL gas, if the
weLl is capabl-e of commercial producti"on. The
surrounding comnunities wi].l benefit from projects
such as this through lodging, gas, and food purchased
by the driJ-J-ing crew and Devon employees. The people
in the surrounding area nay be more open to natural
gas exploration on thelr own Iands, if this project is
done right and is environmentally sound.

No .Actj.on AlternatriTe: The potential for additi_onal
revenue for the State of Montana, s School Trust Fund,
Devon Energy, and the people in the surrounding area
wiLl be lost. The Montana DNRC wil]. not issue Devon
Energy Production Co. a permit to drill the State #6-7
natural gas well on this tract of state land. There
are no other appropriate social and/or economic
circumstances to discuss wi-thin thi_s Environmental
Assessment Checklist.

EA Checklist Prepared By: Dan Dobl-

Name

Havre Unit Manaser
-t.lt1e



CHECKI,IST
Page

Area Manaoer, Northeastern tand Office
'1.LC_Le

EA
t4

EA Checklist Approved Clive RooneV

IV. FINDING

25. ALTERNATIVE SETECTED:

A-f..o"l

26. SIGNIFICANCE OF POTENTIAL IMPACTS:

N.S" I
27. Need for Further Environmental Analysis:

t I EIS [ ] More Detailed EA I X ] No Further Analysis

Signature



State of Montana

Natural Gas Exploratorv Well Drilline Stipulations for OiI & Gas Lease #12.930-71

State #16-7 Well (SW1/aNEZa) - Hill Countv. Montana

The permiuee shall contact the Hawe unit office, po Box g6g, Hawe, MT
59501, (406) 265-5236,48 hours prior to any surface activity.

The permittee shall contact the state's surface lessee, Tim Herron, 330 Shambo
Route, Hawe, MT, 59501, 48 hours prior to any surface activity. The permittee
shall settle all surface damages within a reasonable time period following the
reclamation of the natural gas well and pipeline.

The permittee shall be responsible for controlling any noxious weeds intoduced
by the permittee's activity on the state land and shall prevent or eradicate the
spread of those noxious weeds onto deeded land adjoining the premises.

The permittee shall also be responsible for controlling all annual weeds around
the well site, access road, and pipeline route on this tract of state grazing land.

This tract of state land does not contain any known archaeological, historical, or
paleontological resources in the area of the proposed disturbance. However, if
any of these resources are found within the area of the proposed disturbance, the
permittee shall cease all drilling activity and contact the appropriate Area Office,
unit office, and Department Archaeologist in Helena immediately. The
Department reserves the right to restrict surface activity for the purposes of
protecting significant cultural resources.

In order to prevent the introduction of noxious weeds on this tract of state land, all
equipment used on this project must be initially power washed prior to use.

Natural gas drilling *i r"*i"" activity may occur on dry or frozen growrd only.
No activity will be allowed during muddy conditions.

No vehicle oil changes or petroleum disposal shall occur on this tract of state
land.

There will be no off-road traffic other than that necessary to drill the natural gas
well, construct the access road, and bury the natural gas pipeline across this tract
of state land.

A11 gates will be closed and all fences that are taken down will be repaired as
soon as possible.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.



State of Montana
Natural Gas Exploratory Well Drilling Stipuiations
State #6-7 Well (SW4NE4)
Page2

11. The topsoil removed from the site must be located upslope from the project and
used for covering the subsoil. Subsoil and excessive dirt must be located down-
slope from the project and used first for fiIl. This practice shall be used for
installing the pipeline, if the well is successful and capable for commercial
production.

The access road must be kept to its initial size in order to minimize the impact to
the native rangeland resource. Turn-arounds must be kept to their initial size and
they are not to be expanded on. The tear drop must be as close to the drill pad as
possible.

A11 disturbed areas shall be seeded with State of Montana Certified or Registered
seed. The seed mixture shall be planted in the amounts specified in pounds of
pure live seed per acre (PLS/acre). The seed mixfure shall consist of 5 tbs. PLS
/acre 'Rosana' westem. wheatgrass, 5 lbs. PLS/acre 'Pryor' slender wheatgrass, 4
lbs. PLS/acre ol-odonn' gteen needlegrass, and I lb. PlSiacre yellow sweetclover
(seed poundage is to be doubled if area is broadcast seeded). The seeding will be
repeated until a satisfactory stand is established as deterrnined by the Hawe Unit
Office.

12.

13.
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