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t
Pro jec t  Name :  Na tu raL  cas  p i pe l i ne  |  , r , Dut" ,  pending

Proponent:  Iof ina Natural -  Gas Inc,

Type and Purpose of  Act ion:  The proponent has pet i t ioned the Montana Department of  Natural -  Recourses and
conservat ion to insta l l  a 4"-poly p ipel ines across state l -and,  The l ine wi l r  be used to t ransport .  natural  gas,
produced f rom gas I 'Je11s to the nor lh,  actoas the state land,  r f  the amount of  natural  g ias produced f rom the
wel : -s ! 'arrants a second pipel ine,  rof ina wi l l  contact  the Havre or f j .ce and request  permission to insta l l  a
second pipel ine.  The second Line wi l l  be placed wi th in l -O-feet  of  the or ig inal  l ine.

LocaL. ion:  Wi- ,Ntr !%NWk, S15 T35N Rl1E e  ^ r r n f  u .  H i  I  1

I. PROJECT DEVELOPMENT

PUBI,IC INVOLVEMENT, AGENCfES, GROUPS OR
INDfVIDUALS COI'JTACTED: provide a brief ch.ronol-ogy
of  the scoping and ongoing involvement for  th is
p r o j  e c t .

The Montana Department of  Natural  Resources and

Conservat ion (DNRC) Trust  Land Management Div is ion
(TLMD)  has  been  pe t i L i oned  by  l o f i na  Na tu ra f  cas  I nc .

t o  i nsLa l - l -  a  f ou r  i nch  na ru ra l  gas  p i pe l i ne  ac ross

State land wi th in the referenced locat ion.  The State

su r f ace  l essee  ( c i l d f o rd  Hu t t e r i an  B re th ren  I nc . )  has

a l so  been  no t i f i ed  o f  t he  p roposed  p i pe l i ne  p r -o j ec t .

2.  OT}TER GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES WITH , ]URISD]CTION,
LIST OF PERMITS NEEDED:

The DNRC Trust  Land Managemenc Div is ion is  the only

government agency that  has jur isdict ion over th is
n r n n n q o d  n r n i a a f

3, AITERNATIVES CONSIDERED: ,llction J\Lternatiwe: Al.l-ow the proponent to install a

Eou r  i nch  na tu ra l  gas  p i pe l i ne  w i ch in  r he  re fe renced ,
_  

n e a f  i  n -  - b r n  , n r  - -  r i  c : r i  ^ n  m a : e l r  r a c- v ! q L r u - . .  _ - r t v J 9 r r  t r r !  _ _ r _ _ -  _ - -  - . . _ - - _ - _ * ,  * f : y

disturbances to the environment around the nroiect

a rea  w i l l  be  l im i ced .

No Jlction J\Lternatiwe: Deny the proponent permission

to insta lL a four j -nch natural  gas pipel ine wi th in i :he

re fe renced  I oca t i on ,

rI. IMPACTS ON THE PIIYS]CAL ENVIRONMEMT

POTENTTAL IMPACTS

Action Alternati .ve:

No Action A.l-ternative :
4.GEOLOGY AND SOII  QUATITY, STABILITY AND
Are f ragi l -e,  compactable or  unstable soj- ts
Are there unusua]-  geologic features? Are
specia l  reclamat ion considerat j .ons?

Action lu.ternative: The soils within the proposed

project  area consj .sts of  Telstad/Jopl j -n and Krem.l in
f oams ,  A l f ow ing  che  p roponen t  r o  i ns ta l l  a  na ru ra l  gas
pipel ine wi l l  impact  the soiLs wi th in the proposed
p ro jec t  a rea .  Du r i ng  t he  i ns taL l - a t i on  o f  t he  p i pe l i ne ,

some soi l  wi l l  be di .spJ-aced, The displaced soi l  ! , r i l l
be put  back and contoured to match the exist inq

MOISTURE;

n 1 6 q a h t ?

there
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II. ]MPACTS ON THE PI{YS]CAL ENVIRONMENT

landscape, Through ni t igat ion measures,  inc luding not
al lowing consLruct ion act iv i ty  dur ing $ret  or  muddy
condi t ions,  impacts to the soi ls  wi lL be minj-mized.

NO Action .l\.Ltarnative: The soil-s r+ill not be affected.

5,WATEI QUALITY, QUANTITY AND DISTRTBUTION: ATe
r_mpor lant  surface or  ground.water resources
present? Is there potent ia l -  for  v i -o ia l l -on of
anlc ient  water qual i - ty  standards,  dr inki_ng water
max.tmum contaruj -nant  levels,  or  degradat ion of
water qual . i - ty?

,ilctj"on JlJ.ternative: The proposed pipeline route goes
Lhrough Nine Mi le CouLee that  receives runof f  water  at
certa in t imes of  the year.  No construct i -on act lv i - ty
wi l l  be al lowed i " /hen there is  water in the drainage.
I f  the pipel ine is  a i - t -owed to be lnstal led,  some
displaces soi ls  f rom the instaLl-at ion process may
produce seci iment in the water.  The impacts to the
drainage wi l l  be smal l  ancl  the water quant i ty  or
qual- i ty  in the area wi l - I  not  be af fected.

NO Action J\lternative: Water quality and quantity wil-l_
no t  be  a f f ec l ed  i n  t h i s  a rea .

6.AIR QUAj, ITY: WiI I  pol lutants or  part iculate be
produced? Is the project  inf luenced by arr  gual- i ty
regulat ions or  zones (C. l -ass J a i rshed) ?

Action A1ternative: Du.ring the install-ation of the
pipel ine,  some airborne dust  part ic les wi . l - l -  be
created.  The dust  wi l l  be temporary and local- ized.

NO Action AJ.ternative: Air quality wiII not be

a f f ec ted .

VEGETATION COVER, QUA}IITITY AND QUAI]TY: Will
vegetat ive cornmuni t ies be permanent ly a l tered?
Are any rare plants or  cover t lpes present?

Act ion .a l ternat ive:  The vegeracion along Lhe proposed

pipel ine corr idor consis ls mainly of  nat ive ancj  tame
g rasses ,  and  f o rbs .  1 f  i n s ta l La t i on  o f  t he  p i pe l i nes

is approved, the vegetat ion i* i t .h in the project  area
wi l l  be disturbed.  Mi t i -gat ion measures wi l_ l  mini -mize
any r-mpacts to the local  vegetat ion.

NO .Action ALterrrative: Vegetation in this area wj-l1
no t  be  e f f ec ted .

E.TEB.RESTRIAL, AVIAN AND AQUATIC I , IFE AND HABTTATS:
Is thexe substant ia l  use of  the area by important
w i l d l i f e ,  b i r ds  o r  f i sh?

lN.ction lllternative: During the proposed installation

of  the pipel ine,  there wi l - l -  l :e some disturbance to
focal-  wi ld l i fe species.  These d. is turbances wi l l  be
temporary.  Once the pipel ine is  insta l - l "ed.  there wi l . l_
be no J-ong-term impact 's  to local .  wi ld l j - fe speci-es.

NO.il,ction J\lternative: Wil-dl-ife species wil-l not be

Y .  U N I V U E ,

RESOURCES:

endangered

wetl-and€ ?

concern?

ENDANGERED, FRAGILE OR LIMITED EWIRONMENTAL
Are any federa. l ly  l is ted lhreateneci  or

spec ies  o r  i den t i f i ed  hab i t a t  p resen t?  Any
Sens i t i ve  Spec ies  o r  Spec ies  o f  spec ia l

Action ALternatj.ve: The area where the pipeline are
proposed j -s c lassi f ied.  as a sacr i f ice grazing pasture.
There are no Unique,  endangered,  f rag. i le or  l imi ted
env1ronmenta. l -  resources wi th in the proposed proJect

NO Action A].ternatiwe: No resources in the area wi]l
be  a f f ec ted .
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II. IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

lO.HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEoLOGICAL S]TES: ATe any
histor ical ,  archaeological  or  paLeontologj .cal -
r esou rces  p . r esen t?

Action A,Lternative: DNRC personnel survey the proposed
pipel ine route.  No cul lural  or  h lstor ic  resourcea were
found.

NO Action Alternati.ve: No cultural sites will be
a f f ec ted .

1I- .AESTHETICS: fs the project  on a prorulnent
topographic feature? Wi l - l  i t  be v is ib le f rom
populated or  scenic areas? Wi l - ] ,  there be
excess i ve  no i se  o r  l i qh t?

Act ion Al ternat j -we: Once the proposed pipel- ine has
b ,een  i ns ta l l ed ,  t he  aes the t i c s  o f  t h i s  a rea  w iL l  no t
be  a l t e red .

NO Action t\lternative: The aesthetics of this area
wi l - l -  not  be al tered.

].2.DEMANDS ON ENVIRONMENTAT RESOURCES OTI LAND, WATER,
AIR OR ENERGy: Wi l - l  the project  use resou.rces
that  are l - i rn i ted in fhe area? Are there other
ac t i v i t i e s  nea rby  t ha t  w j - I I  a f f ec t  t he  p ro i ec t?

Action A:.ternatj.ve: No demands on environmental

r e s o u r c e s  w i f l  o c c u r .

NO e,ct ion.ALternat iwe:  No resources wi l l  be af fected.

13.OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTS PERTINENT TO THE
AREA: Are there other studj_es,  pJ-ans or  prolects on
th i s  t r ac t?

Act ion Al ternat ive:  There is  a DNRC grazing lease
associated wi th the surface of  the State ] -and where
th i s  p ro j ec t  i s  p roposed .  AL low ing  t he  p roponen t  t o

instal -L the gas pipel j -ne wi l l -  not  have a long term
A f f F - r  ^ h  f h o  . i . t - ;  - -  r ^ + i  * i  F 1  ̂ -  i  -  r L ^g L a l l r L q  d u _ I V J L l e s  l n  c n e  a r e a .

NO Jlction Alternative: There wiLl be no impact to the

DNRC g raz lng  l ease .

I I I .  IMPACTS ON THE HUMAN POPULATION

POTENTIAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURf,S

14, HI IMAN HEAT,TH AND SATETY: Wi l t  th is pro]ecr
add . l o  hea l t h  and  sa fe t . y  r i s ks  i n  t he  a rea . l

Action "Alternative: There wilL be some health and

safety concerns dur ing the lnstal lat ion of  the
proposed pipel ine,  Workers are aware of  any heal- th anci
sa fe t y  conce rns  and  recogn i ze  t hem as  occupa t i ona l
hazards,  Once the construct ion has been completed,
t he re  w i l l  be  no  hea t t h  a r i d  sa fe t y  conce rns  assoc ia ted
w i t h  t h i s  p ro j ec t .

NO Astion A]-terrrative: There will be no health and
safety concerns j -n th is area-

15. :NDUSTRIAL, COYNUERCIAL AND AGRICULTURAL
ACTIVITIES AND PRODUCTION; WiI l  the prolect  add to or
a l t ex  t hese  ac t i v i t i . e s?

Action Al-ternative: ff approved, the proposed gas
pj .pel ine wi l l  t ransport  natural  gas.  This wi l l  benef i t
commerciaL gas act iv i ty  in the area.

No Action ALternative: Comnercial_ gas activities and
product ion in th is area wi l l  not  benef i t  f rom the
proposed pipel ine.
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16. QUANTITY AND DTSTRTBUTIQN OT trMPLOYMENT:
the  p ro j ec t  c rea te r  move  o r  e l im ina te  t obs?
so/  est imated nunber.

wi t ] .

I f

.A.c!ion A,Iternatiwe: This proposed project would help
secure cont inued ejnpl-oyment for  workers employed by
lhe gas company.  Enployees of  other companies
associa ied wi lh lhe construct ion and maintenance of
the gas pipel ine wi l . l  aLso benef i t .

NQ Action A,lternative: The quantity and ciistribution
of  employment in th is area wi l l  not  be af fected.

L7. LOCAL AND STATE TAX BASE AND TAX
REVENUES: Wi l l  the project  create or

eLiminate tax revenue?

Act ion.Al ternat ivet  State and locaL tax revenue wi l l
1ncrease f rom Lhe sale of  natural  g ias that  wj- l - l  f low
through the proposed gas l ine.  fn addi t ion,  employment
secur i ty  for  people that  work for  companies associated
with th is project  and the gas industry wi l l  help the
state and loca. l  tax base.

NO Action A1ternative: faxes wil-l- not be affected.

L8. DEMAND FoR GOVERNMENT SERVTCES: witl
substant ia l  t raf f ic  be ad.ded to exist ing roads? WiLL
o the r  se r v i ces  ( f i r e  p ro tee t i on ,  po l i - ce ,  schoo . l - s ,  e t c )
be  needed?

Act ion .A, l ternaLive,  Dur ing construct ion act jv i t ies
wh i l e  i ns ta l l i ng  t he  p i pe l i ne ,  t r a f f i c  i n  t he  a rea
wi l l  increase.  The increase wi l l  be temporary wi th no
fong term af fect  on government serv ices 1n the area.

NO .e.ction .ALternative: Demands for government. services

w i l l  no l  be  a f f ec ted .

19. LOCAI,LY ADOPTED ENVIRONMENTAL PLANS AND GOALS:
A re  t he re  S ta te ,  Coun :y ,  C iLy ,  USFS ,  BLM.  T r i ba l_ ,

etc.  zoninq or  management p lans in ef fect- i

Action eLternative: No zoning or management plans will-

be  a f f ec ted .

NO A,ction Alternative: No zoning or management plans

w i l l  be  a f f ec l ed .

20.  ACCESS TO AND QUALITY OT. RECREATIONAL AND
WILDERNESS ACTMTIES: Are wi l -derness or
rec rea t i ona l  a reas  nea rby  o r  accessed  t h rough
th i s  r r ac t?  I s  t he re  r ec rea t i ona l  no ten f i r l
w i t h i n  t he  t r ac t?

Action ALternative: There are no recreational

ac t i v i t i e s  i n  t h i s  a rea .

NO J\ction .A,Lternative: Recreational activities will

no t  be  a f f ec ted .

2L.  DENSITY AND DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION AND
HOUSfNG: Wit- l  the project  add to the populat ion and
require addi t lonal-  housins?

22. SOCIAL STRUCTURES AND MORES: Is some
disrupt ion of  nat ive or  t rad. i t ional  I i festyLes or
communit ies possib le?

Action A,ltennative: population and housj-ng will not be
e f f ec ted .

NO Jlction Jtlternative: population and housing will not
l - r a  6 f f 6 ^ f 6 d

Action ALternative: Social structures wil-l not be
a f f ec i ed .

NO Action J\Ltornative: Social structures wiLl not be
a f f ec ted ,

23. CULTURAT U\rreUnNESS AND DTVERSITY: I4ril_l the
act i -on cause a shi f t  in  some unj-que qual i ty  of
t he  a rea?

Action rAJ.ternative: The cul_tural uniqueness and
d i ve rs i t y  o f  t h i s  a rea  w j - l - l  no t  be  a f f ec ted .

NO Action Jllternative: The cultural uniqueness and
divers i ty  of  th is area wi l - . l -  not  be af fected.
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24'  orHsR APPROPRfATE SOCTAL AND ECONOMTC 
I  Ast ion "A,Lternat j .ve:  This proposed project  wi l ] -  have no

CIRCUMSTANCES: I
I  ef fect  on socla l  or  econornic c i rcumstances in th is

NO A,ction lU"ternative: Social or economic

circumstances wi l l  not  be ef fected.

EA  Chec l ( l i s t  p repa red  By : D a f  e :  , T n r r , a - v  "  0 .  2 0 0 8
q n a -  r '  r ' l  i  e f

-4* tee t-/* 'rt,n; afr6*&n

IV. FJNDING

25. ALTERNATIVE SE]TECTED: ft*,*A","4.> -6-qe*'f.t7k @@rr"&-d 2.4;^
/y-F*e G/- !4c- . ry -,6a7o'ry"/V*G ' - - ry

W ;zras d@ {fa".qft6u"

26.  S IGNIFTCANCE OF POTENTIAL IMPACTS:

/,6.;^-"2
fl-( -,h,

Need for  Further t rnvi ronmental  Analysis:

I  Mo re  De ta i l ed  EA

EA Checkl is t  Approved By Dare: a/7rr




