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DECISION NOTICE 
CAMERON CREEK CHANNEL RENATURALIZATION PROJECT 

 
Prepared by 

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
March 24, 2009 

 
I. Proposal 

 
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP) proposes to provide partial funding 
through the Future Fisheries Improvement Program for a channel restoration 
project on a channelized reach of Cameron Creek, a tributary to the East Fork 
Bitterroot River.   
 
II. Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) 

 
MEPA required FWP to assess the potential consequences of the proposed action 
for the human and natural environment.  The proposal was detailed in an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) released by FWP on February 20, 2009.  The 30-
day comment period for this EA ended March 23, 2009. 
 
Issues raised during the public comment period for this EA are addressed in the 
Comments section of this Decision Notice.  The draft EA and Decision Notice 
will serve as the final document. 
 
III. Summary of Public Comment 

 
One written e-mail comment was received in response to the draft EA.  No other 
comments were received.  The commenter “supports the project but notes the 
need for more extensive information in EAs of this nature to allow more 
complete evaluation.” 

 
Issues brought forward from this written comment included: 

 
1. It is stated that the new channel will be fenced to exclude livestock.  How 

long will the exclusion of livestock use persist? How will that condition be 
enforced? 

 
Response:  The landowner will need to enter into a project agreement with FWP 
prior to the release of Future Fisheries funds.  The project agreement will include 
the stipulation that the riparian corridor will be excluded from livestock grazing 
for a minimum of 3 years.  Following that three-year period, the landowner will 
need to submit a riparian grazing management plan for FWP approval.  The 
project agreement will protect the restoration in investment for a minimum of 20 
years.  FWP will periodically monitor compliance for the life of the project. 
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2. If FWP will contribute $19,000 to this project costing in total $34,000, 
where will the other half of the funds be generated? 

 
Response:  The total cost of the project is estimated to be $34,540, with the Future 
Fisheries program contributing up to $19,090.  The landowner is providing 
$10,000 in cash and is contributing $5,540 in equipment, labor and materials.   

 
3. Item V 7.  “Fluvial bull trout have been documented moving into 

lower Cameron Creek in the past using radio telemetry.”  These appear 
to have been technologically and intellectually advanced bull trout of a 
truly unique type. 

 
Response: We acknowledge the grammatical error. 
    
4. It is asserted that the successful completion of the project “may enhance 

recreational fishing opportunities.”  For whom?  Will the project include 
provisions for public fishing access? 

 
Response:  The proposed project is located between two public roads, as shown in 
Attachment 2 of the draft EA, and is readily accessible to the public through 
Montana’s stream access law.  Additionally, the landowner allows public access 
for fishing with prior permission.  The enabling legislation for the Program and 
the associated Montana Code Annotated (MCA) are very clear about not requiring 
public access on private property where a Future Fisheries Improvement project 
has been completed.   
   
5. No stream volumes nor dimensions are included.  It is impossible to 

evaluate the merits of the proposal in the absence of these data. 
 

Response:  Surveys of the topography and determinations of hydrology for this 
reach of Cameron Creek are pending securing all project funding.  These surveys 
would be used to complete a final design. The local FWP fisheries biologist 
estimates that the channel is approximately 20 feet in width, and base flow is 
about 8 cubic feet per second.   
 
IV. Modifications to the Environmental Assessment 

 
Modifications to the draft EA are deemed to be unnecessary. 
 
V. Decision 

 
After review of the proposal, it is my decision to proceed with funding though the 
Future Fisheries Improvement Program for the Cameron Creek Channel 
Restoration Project.  The action will benefit the fishery in the Cameron Creek 
drainage. 
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I find there to be no significant impacts associated with this action and conclude 
that an Environmental Impact Statement is not needed.  The completed EA and 
the Decision Notice provide an adequate level of analysis. 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Jim Darling, Habitat Bureau Chief 
Fisheries Division  


