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Ladies and Gentlemen:

Pursuant to the Administrative Rules of Montana,17.4.60g,the following Environmental
Assessment has been prepared by the Department of Environmental Quality conceming
Hanser's Automotive proposed expansion of a motor vehicle wrecking facility.

The purpose of the Environmental Assessment is to inform all interested governmental
agencies, public groups or individuals of the proposed action and to determine whether or not
the action may have a significant effect on the human environment. This Environmental
Assessment will be circulated for a period of thiny (30) days at which time a decision will be
made as to our future action.

If you care to comment on this proposed action, please do so within the allotted time.

Sincerely,
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Bruce W. Meyer
Motor Vehicle Recycling & Disposal Program
(406) 444-2835 or e-mail at brmeyer@state.mt.us
Enc.
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DEPARTMENT OF EIIVIRONMENTAL OUAI,ITY
Box 200901, HeJ.ena, MonEana 59520-0901

(405) 444-s300

EIiIVIRONMENTAL ASSESSME}WT (EA)

Division/Bureau: Permitt.ing & comptiance \ Motor Vehicle Recycling and Disposal
Program

Project or AppJ-ication: Hanser's Automot.ive, Billings, MT - A proposed private auto
wrecking facility.

Descript,ion of Project: Hanser,s Automotive \ dba \ Hanser,s Salvage
Company located at 430 S. Billings Blvd, eillings, Montana, has submitted
a proposed expansion of a motor vehicLe wrecking facility }icense
applj-cation Lo this department for review. The proposed motor vehicl-e
urran'Li na +;acility will be in Yellowstone County. This facility will be
located at 439 South Billings Blvd, Billings, MT. The legal description of
the facility is in Lot 5 of SW % Section 9, Township I South, Range 26
East. The expansion is approximately Z acres in size.

BenefitE and PurPoEe of Proposal: Hanser's Automotive is expanding a motor vehicle
wrecking facility at Billings, MT. As required by the Motor Vehicle Recycling and
Disposal Act, all wrecking facilities must be shielded from public view. "Public
viewrt is defined as any point six (5) feet above the surface of the center of a
public road from which the junk vehicles can be seen. By obtaining a motor vehicle
wrecking facility license, Hanser's Automotive would be all-owed to: (l-) Buy, sell,
or deal in four or more vehicles per year of a t149e required to be licensed, for
the purpose of wrecking, dismantling, disassembling, or substantially altering the
form of the motor vehicle, (2) Buy or sell component parts, in whole or in part,
and deal in second-hand junk vehicles, and (3) purchase wrecked vehicles from
insurance companies. Insurance companies are required by state 1aw to se11 junk
vehicles only to Ij-censed motor vehicl-e wrecking facilities. This business would.
provide a commercial- source of automotive parts which would provide a cost saving
to the consumer and would conserve energy and natural resources otherwise used to
manufacture new parts.

Description and analysis of reasonable alternatives whenever alteraatives are
reasonably avaiLable and prudent to consider:

Alternatj-ve #1. Not to expand and lj-cense a facility at this location. This
would limit public access to used automotive parts.

Alternative #2. To establish and license a facility at a l-ocation other than the
one proposed in the license application. Thj-s would require the applicant to find
and acquire by purchase or lease a different parcel- of property for the proposed
usage.

Alternative #3. To establ-ish and license a facility at the proposed location.



A listing and appropriate evaluation of mitigalion, stipuJ-ations Ernd other control-s
enforceable by the agency or another governnent agency: Automotive fluids must be
drained from the vehicles prior Lo the vehicle being placed in storage. A11 fluids
removed from the vehicles must be captured over an impermeable surface, properly
containerlzed, and properly stored for reuse, recycling, or proper d.isposal. Thisj-s a management method intended to all-eviate the poLential for groundwater
contamination. This is a l"icense condition enforceable by the agency.

cFcs (Freon) must not be released Lo the environment. This is a federallv
enforceable reguir-*.nt *.rd is enforced by the U.S. EpA.

Recommendation: N/A

If an EIS is needed, and if appropriate, erqrlain the reasons for preparing tbe EA:
N/A

If an EIS is not required, e:qrlain why the EL is an appropriate level of a-alysis:
Based on the information submitted for review wi-th the license application, it is
the preli-minary determination of the department that an Environmental Assessment
(EA) will provide an adeguate review for this proposal.

Other grouPs or ageneies coatacted or which may have overtapping jurisdiction:
Yellowstone County Commissioners.

Individuals or ltrouPs eontributing to bhis Eiil: Montana Department of Natural
Resources and Conservation; United States Department of Agriculture, Natural
Resource Conservation Service; Montana Historical Society, and State Historic
Preservation Office.

EjA, prepared by Bruce W. Meyer

Dabe: March i-5, 2010



1. Terrestrial and Acruatic Lif e and Habi_tat

2. Water Quality, Quanti-ty, and Distribution
3. Geology and Soil Quality, Stability and

4. Veget.ation Cover, Quantity and euality
5. Aesthetics

6. Ai-r Quality
7. Unigue, Endangered, Fragile or Limited

8. Demands on Environmental Resources of

9. Hj-storical and Archaeological Sites
*Ma = Major;
CUMUI,ATIVE AND
will- be minor

Mod = Moderate; Min = M

SECONDARY IMPACTS: The
to none, because of the

POTEI{TTAIJ IMPACT ON PHYSICAIJ EI{VTRONMEI,|I:f

nor; Unkn = Unknown,- Att = Attached
impacts listed as minor in the table above
intended management practices.

POTENTIAIJ IMPACT ON HI'MA}T EIIVIRONMENT

CIIMULATIVE AND SECONDARY IMPACTS: The impacts will be minor for l-ocal- and state
tax base and tax revenue due to the expansion of the facitity. The quant.ity and
distribution of employment will be minor to none because of the number employed.
The demands for g:overnment services will be minor to none and wil] be covered by
county staff and state staff.

l-. Social- St,ructure and Mores

2. Cultural Uniqueness and Diwersity

3. LocaL and State Tax Base and Tax Revenue

4. Agricultural or Industrial Production

5. Human Health

6. Access to and Quality of Recreatj_ona1 and

7. Quanti-ty and Dj-stri-bution of Employment

8. Distribution of Populati-on

9. Demands for Government Services

10. Indust,rial and Commercial Activities
11. Locally Adopted Environmental Pl-ans and
r.Maj = Major; Mod = Moderate; Min = Minor; nown; Att = Attac



IIAI{SER'S AUTOMOTIVE - E}.ITVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMEIiI1T

General- Comments

The Montana Department of Environmental Quality licenses and regulates motor
vehicle wrecking facil-ities under t.he authority of the Motor Vehicle Recycling &
Disposal Act (75-l-0-501, MCA) and Administrative Rul-es of Montana (enU
17.50 .20t) .

To be eligible for licensing, a proposed wrecking facility must:
1) Be in compliance with all exist,ing zoning ordinances on the date the license
application is submitted to the department.
2) Be capable of being shielded from view of any exist,ing public road. If the
license application is approved, the applicant must construct all necessary
shielding prior to the commencement of operations at the facility.
3) Not. create any adverse environmental impacts.

The department has made the preliminary determination that the applicant is in
compliance with the existing zoning ordinances as of the date of the submittal
of the application and can effectively shield the proposed facil-ity from all
public roads in the area. The purpose of the Environment,al Assessment is to
determine if the proposed motor vehicle wrecking facility can be estabtished
without posing significant adverse environmental- impacts.

Potential fmpacts on Phyeical Enviropment

1-. Terrestrial a aquatic life habitats
4. Vegetation cower, quantity and quality

The proposed motor vehicle wrecking facility will be in Yellowstone County.
This facili-ty will be located at 439 South Billings Blvd, Bi11ings, MT. The
Iegal description of the facility is in Lot. 5 of SW al Section 9, Township 1_

South, Range 26 East. The expansion is approximately 2 acres in size.

The expansion of this motor vehicle wrecking facility will disturb and displace
a snial-I amount of the vegetation and wildlife habitat within the proposed l-ocation.
The impacts caused by the wrecking facility should not be significant to the area's
ecosystem. Residential lots and commercial- lots will surround the wrecking
facility.

2 - Water quality, quantity, and distri-bution

There are many wel-ls in the area of the proposed wrecking facility. The average
Eotal- dept.h of the wells in Township 1- South, Range 26 East and Sections 3, 4, 5,
8, 9, 10, 15, L6, and 17 range from 10' to 140' in t,otal depth with a static water
l-evels between 2' and 37'below ground surface (BGS).

All fluids removed from the vehicles must be captured over an impermeable
surface, properly containerized, and properly stored for reuse, recycling, or
proper disposal. The applicant will recycle these fluids on a timely basis.



Thj-s proposaL is reasonabl-y expected to not have any impacts on the quality,
quantity, and distribution of the ground water with the above management
practices in p1ace.

3. Geoloqv and soiL quality, stabilitv, and moisture

The dominant soil in the vicinity of the site is classified by the U.S
Natural- Resource Conservation Service as the Lohmil-ler Series. This series
consists of very deep, welL drained soils, and formed in all-uvium on bottom
lands. Permeability is slow or moderately slow. Land slopes rangj-ngr from O to 8
percent,. The annual precipitation is 15 inches and the mean annual temperature
is 46 degrees (F). Lohmil-Ier soil-s are used for cropland and rangeland.

Waste anti-freeze, gasoline, and lubricating oils contain petroleum
distillates, heavy metal-s, and possibly toxic compounds. If improperly disposed
of, these fluids can cause surface and groundwater degradation. The applicant
proposes to properly recycle all of the above-named automotive fluids. Some
residual lubricating oils and anti-freeze may drip from the vehicLes stored at
the facility. This residual dripping is not, expected to cause any surface or
groundwater degradation.

5. Aesthetics

The applicant will constructed a steel fence to shield the junk vehicles from
public view. An onsite eval-uation witl be done by department personnel to
det,ermine that the shielding wouLd be adequate to meet the requirements of the
Motor Vehicl-e Recycling & Disposal Act.

"Public view" is defined as any point six (6) feet above the surface of the
center of a public road from which the junk vehicl-es can be seen.

9 - Historical and archaeoLoqical sites

The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) conducted a culturaf resource
file search for this property. According to (SHPO) records there have been no
previously recorded sites within the designated search locales. The absence of
cultural properties in the area does not mean that they do not exist but rather
may reflect the absence of any previous cultural- resource inventory in the area.

It is SHPO's position that any structure over fifty years of age is
considered historic and is potentially eligible for listing on the National
Register of Historic Pl-aces. ff any structures are to be altered and are over
fifty years o1d we would recommend that they be recorded and determination of
t,heir eligibility be made.

The state Hist,oric Preservation Office anticipates a low likelihood cultural
properLies will be impacted, and recommends that a cultural resource inventory
is unwarranted aL this time. However, should culLural material-s be
inadvertently discovered during this project we wouLd ask that (SHOP) office be
contacted and Lhe site investiqat,ed?



Potential Impactg on Human Environment

3. Local & state tax base & tax revenue
7. Quantity and distribution of emp]ovment

The expansion of the proposed motor vehicle wreckj-ng facility may provide a
source of used motor vehicles or component parts for saLe to the public. The
j-ssuance of a motor vehicle wrecking facility license will aLlow the applicant
to: (1) Buy, sell, or deal- in four or more vehicles per year of a tlzpe required
to be licensed for the purpose of wrecking, dismanLling, disassembling, or
subst,antially altering the form of the mot,or vehicle, (2) Buy or selI component
parts, in whole or in part, and deal in second-hand motor vehicle parts, and (3)
Purchase wrecked vehicLes from insurance companies. Insurance companies are
reguired by state Law to setl junk vehi-cles only to licensed motor vehicle
wrecking yards.

The expansion of a motor vehicle wrecking facility may create an additional
Iabor requirement and may result in additi-onal employment. This employment and
the employment reguirements for the support services of t.his yard may provide a
neutral- to positive employment impact for Lhe community.

9. Demands for governmental services

The issuance of a motor vehicle wrecking facility license will require
administrative and inspection services of the Montana Department of
Environmental Quality and the Yellowstone County Junk Vehicfe Program personnel.

1-1. Local-ly adopted environmental plans and goals

The establishment of a mot.or vetricle wrecking facilit.y at this location does
not conflict with any existing zoning ordinances as certified by Nicole
CromwelL, Zoning Coordinator, Cit,y of Billings, YeJ-lowstone County, Billings,
MT.

Effect, on Adjoining Landownere and Land Uses
Other Sit.e-Specific Informat,ion

Information gathered for the preparation of this Environmental Assessment
reveals that directly adjacent to the proposed locatj-on are tracts of l-and used for
other residential and commercial businesses. The management, practices of proper
Itaste disposal and shielding the junk vehicles from public view will minimize
impacts to adjoining landowners and land uses.
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