
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
Environmental Assessment 

 
PERMITTING AND COMPLIANCE DIVISION 

PUBLIC WATER SECTION 
 
 
 
EQ Number & Name of Project:  EQ 11-1452, Comfort Suites Sewer Extensions & Lift 

Station  
 
Location of Project: Helena                           
 
City/Town:___Helena_________________ County: Lewis and Clark 
 
Description of Project:  

 New Well      New subsurface wastewater system 
 New Water Treatment Process    New above-ground wastewater system 
 Water System Modification   X  Wastewater System Modification 
 Water Main Extension    X  Sewer Main Extension 
 Other: ________________________________ 

 
Agency Action:  
Plan Review and approval for the above-mentioned project.   
 
Other Agency Approvals: 

 DNRC Water rights     DEQ Subdivision Review 
 Other: _________________________________  DEQ Water Discharge Permit 

 
 
 

IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 
 
RESOURCE [Y/N] POTENTIAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION 

MEASURES 
 
1.  GEOLOGY AND SOIL QUALITY,  
STABILITY AND MOISTUR E: Are soils 
present which a re fragil e, erosive, s usceptible 
to compaction, or unstable?   Are there unusual 
or unstable geologic features? Are there special 
reclamation considerations? 

[Analysis of this impact is not applicable to the action being reviewed 
by the Public Water Plan Review Section or the Section has no review 
authority.  If other age ncy approval(s) are necessary, this im pact may 
be analyzed by those agencies.] 

 
2.  WATER QUALITY,  QUA NTITY AND  
DISTRIBUTION: Are im portant s urface or  
groundwater r esources present?   Is there 
potential for vi olation of a mbient water quality 
standards, dr inking wa ter ma ximum 
contaminant lev els, or degr adation of water  
quality? 

  DNRC addresses water quantity impacts for wells over 35 gpm.   

 Th e app lication does no t req uire in formation on  water qu ality 
impacts for wells under 35 gpm.   

 M PDES pe rmitting and/ or no n-deg anal ysis address i mpacts to 
water quality.     

 Other – specify 



 
IMPACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

 
3.  AIR QU ALITY:  Will pollutants or 
particulate b e produced ?  Is the project 
influenced b y air qualit y r egulations or zones 
(Class I airshed)? 

[Analysis of this impact is not applicable to the action being reviewed 
by the Public Water Plan Review Section or the Section has no review 
authority.  If other age ncy approval(s) are necessary, this im pact may 
be analyzed by those agencies.] 

 
4.  VEGETA TION COVER,  QUANTITY  
AND QUALITY: Will ve getative communities 
be significantly impacted?  Are  any rare plants 
or cover types present? 

[Analysis of this impact is not applicable to the action being reviewed 
by the Public Water Plan Review Section or the Section has no review 
authority.  If other age ncy approval(s) are necessary, this im pact may 
be analyzed by those agencies.] 

 
5.  TERRESTRIAL,  AVIAN AND AQUATIC 
LIFE AND HA BITATS: Is there substantial 
use of the area by important wildlife, birds or  
fish? 

[Analysis of this impact is not applicable to the action being reviewed 
by the Public Water Plan Review Section or the Section has no review 
authority.  If other age ncy approval(s) are necessary, this im pact may 
be analyzed by those agencies.] 

 
6.  UNIQUE,  ENDANGERED, FRAGILE OR  
LIMITED ENVIRONMENTAL 
RESOURCES:  Are any  federally listed  
threatened or en dangered species or identified  
habitat pr esent?  An y wetlands? Spec ies of 
special concern? 

[Analysis of this impact is not applicable to the action being reviewed 
by the Public Water Plan Review Section or the Section has no review 
authority.  If other age ncy approval(s) are necessary, this im pact may 
be analyzed by those agencies.] 

 
7.  HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
SITES: Are any his torical, ar chaeological or 
paleontological resources present? 

[Analysis of this impact is not applicable to the action being reviewed 
by the Public Water Plan Review Section or the Section has no review 
authority.  If other age ncy approval(s) are necessary, this im pact may 
be analyzed by those agencies.] 

 
8.  AESTHETICS: Is the project on a 
prominent topo graphic feature?   Will it b e 
visible from  populat ed or sceni c areas ?  Will 
there be excessive noise or light? 

[Analysis of this impact is not applicable to the action being reviewed 
by the Public Water Plan Review Section or the Section has no review 
authority.  If other age ncy approval(s) are necessary, this im pact may 
be analyzed by those agencies.] 

 
9.  DEMA NDS ON ENVI RONMENTAL 
RESOURCES OF L AND, W ATER, AIR 
OR ENERGY: Will the project use resources 
that are li mited in the area?   Are there other  
activities nearby that will affect the proj ect?  
Will new or u pgraded p owerline or oth er 
energy source be needed) 

  DNRC addresses water quantity impacts for wells over 35 gpm.   

 Th e app lication does no t req uire in formation on  water qu ality 
impacts for wells under 35 gpm.   

 M PDES pe rmitting and/ or no n-deg anal ysis address i mpacts to 
water quality.     

 Other – specify 
 
10. IMPACTS ON OTHE R 
ENVIRONMENTAL RESO URCES: Are  
there other  acti vities nearby t hat will  affect  
the project? 

[Analysis of this impact is not applicable to the action being reviewed 
by the Public Water Plan Review Section or the Section has no review 
authority.  If other agency approval(s) are necessary, this impact may 
be analyzed by those agencies.] 

 

IMPACTS ON THE HUMAN ENVIRONMENT 
 
11. HUMAN  HEALTH A ND SAFETY:  
Will this proj ect add to healt h and safety  
risks in the area? 

[N – the project should reduce health and safety risks in the area.] 

 
12. INDUSTRIAL, CO MMERCIAL AND 
AGRICULTURAL AC TIVITIES AND 
PRODUCTION: Will the pro ject add to or  
alter these activities? 

[Analysis of this impact is not applicable to the action being reviewed 
by the Public Water Plan Review Section or the Section has no review 
authority.  If other age ncy approval(s) are necessary, this im pact may 
be analyzed by those agencies.] 

 [Analysis of this impact is not applicable to the action being reviewed 



IMPACTS ON THE HUMAN ENVIRONMENT 
13. QUANTITY AND DISTRIBUTION OF 
EMPLOYMENT: Will the p roject create, 
move or eli minate j obs?  If so, e stimated 
number. 

by the Public Water Plan Review Section or the Section has no review 
authority.  If other age ncy approval(s) are necessary, this im pact may 
be analyzed by those agencies.] 

 
14.  LOCAL AND STATE  TAX BASE 
AND TA X REVENUES: W ill the proj ect 
create or eliminate tax revenue? 

[Analysis of this impact is not applicable to the action being reviewed 
by the Public Water Plan Review Section or the Section has no review 
authority.  If other age ncy approval(s) are necessary, this im pact may 
be analyzed by those agencies.] 

 
15. DEMAN D FOR G OVERNMENT 
SERVICES: Will substantial traffic be added 
to exis ting roads ? Will other  s ervices (fire 
protection, police, schools, etc.) be needed? 

[Analysis of this impact is not applicable to the action being reviewed 
by the Public Water Plan Review Section or the Section has no review 
authority.  If other age ncy approval(s) are necessary, this im pact may 
be analyzed by those agencies.] 

 
16. LOC ALLY ADOPTED  
ENVIRONMENTAL PLA NS AN D 
GOALS: Are  there State, County, City , 
USFS, BLM,  Tribal, etc. zoning or  
management plans in effect? 

[Analysis of this impact is not applicable to the action being reviewed 
by the Public Water Plan Review Section or the Section has no review 
authority.  If other age ncy approval(s) are necessary, this im pact may 
be analyzed by those agencies.] 

 
17. ACCESS  TO AND QUALITY O F 
RECREATIONAL AND WILDER NESS 
ACTIVITIES: Are wilderness or recreational 
areas n earby or acce ssed throu gh this tra ct?  
Is there recre ational pote ntial within the  
tract? 

[Analysis of this impact is not applicable to the action being reviewed 
by the Public Water Plan Review Section or the Section has no review 
authority.  If other age ncy approval(s) are necessary, this im pact may 
be analyzed by those agencies.] 

 
18. DENSITY AND DISTRIBUTION OF 
POPULATION AND HOUSI NG: W ill the 
project add to  the po pulation and re quire 
additional housing? 

[Analysis of this impact is not applicable to the action being reviewed 
by the Public Water Plan Review Section or the Section has no review 
authority.  If other age ncy approval(s) are necessary, this im pact may 
be analyzed by those agencies.] 

 
19. SOCIAL STRUCTURES AND MORES:  
Is so me disrup tion of n ative or traditiona l 
lifestyles or communities possible? 

[Analysis of this impact is not applicable to the action being reviewed 
by the Public Water Plan Review Section or the Section has no review 
authority.  If other age ncy approval(s) are necessary, this im pact may 
be analyzed by those agencies.] 

 
20. C ULTURAL UNIQUE NESS AND 
DIVERSITY: Will the action cause a shift i n 
some unique quality of the area? 

[Analysis of this impact is not applicable to the action being reviewed 
by the Public Water Plan Review Section or the Section has no review 
authority.  If other age ncy approval(s) are necessary, this im pact may 
be analyzed by those agencies.] 

 
21. OTHER APPROPRIATE SOCIAL AND 
ECONOMIC CIRCUMSTANCES: 

[Analysis of this impact is not applicable to the action being reviewed 
by the Public Water Plan Review Section or the Section has no review 
authority.  If other age ncy approval(s) are necessary, this im pact may 
be analyzed by those agencies.] 

 
22(a). PRIVATE PROPERTY IMPACTS:  
Are we regulating the use of private property  
under a regulat ory statute adopted pursua nt 
to the p olice p ower of the  st ate? (Property  
management, g rants of fina ncial assi stance, 
and the exerci se of the pow er of e minent 
domain are not within this category.)  If not, 
no further analysis is required. 

[No – no further analysis necessary ] 

 



23. Summary of Magnitude and Significance of Potential Impacts: No significant impacts are 
applicable to the action being reviewed by the Public Water Plan Review Section or the 
Section has no review authority.  If other agency approval(s) are necessary, these 
impacts may be analyzed by those agencies.   

 
24. Cum ulative Effects: Analysis of cumulative effects is not applicable to the action being 

reviewed by the Public Water Plan Review Section or the Section has no review 
authority.  If other agency approval(s) are necessary, these impacts may be analyzed by 
those agencies.   

 
25. Preferred Action Alternative and Rationale: Approve 
 
Recommendation for Further Environmental Analysis: 
 
     [  ] EIS      [  ] More Detailed EA      [X ] No Further Analysis 
 
 
 
EA Checklist Prepared By: 
 
Patrick Johnson 1/25/2011 
(Name) Date 
 
 
 


