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DEQ OPENCUT MINING PROGRAM

SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

APPLICANT: Lloyd Bache and Sons

SITE NAME: Carr

COUNTY: Sanders

DATE: February 2011

LOCATION: Section 25 & 26, T20 N, R26 W

APPROVED PERMIT #: 1425

Type and Purpose of Action: Operator has applied for an amendment to update the bond, the seed 
mix, the Plan of Operation, and adjust the mining plan so that 3:1 slopes are always present with no 
highwalls.  No acreage is being added to the permit and the total permitted area would remain at 5
acres.

Site Description: There are no site characteristics of special concern, or nearby residences or public 
use areas.

Species of Concern: The Montana Natural Heritage Program (MNHP) lists the following six 
species of concern in the vicinity of the site:

Lewis’s woodpecker (Melanerpes lewis) is a medium sized woodpecker, approximately 10 to 11 
inches in length.  Lewis’s woodpeckers are quieter than other woodpeckers as they usually only 
call during the breeding season.  Important habitat features include an open tree canopy, a brushy 
understory with ground cover, dead trees for nest cavities, dead or downed woody debris, perch 
sites and abundant insects.

Westslope Cutthroat Trout (Oncorhynchus clarkii lewisi) is one of two subspecies of native 
cutthroat found in the state. It has been designated as Montana’s state fish.  Westslope cutthroat 
trout require cold water and seek out gravel substrates in riffles and pool crests for spawning 
habitat.  

Bull trout (Salvelinus confluentus) is threatened species of fish that can be found in the Clark Fork 
and Flathead drainages of western Montana.  Sub-adult and adult fluvial bull trout reside in larger 
streams and rivers and spawn in smaller tributary streams, whereas adfluvial bull trout reside in 
lakes and spawn in tributaries.  Bull trout can grow to lengths of 37 inches and weights of 20+ 
pounds.

Lake Trout (Salvelinus namaycush) are native in the St. Mary and Missouri River drainages and 
have been introduced to a few other scattered mountain lakes, Flathead Lake, and Fort Peck 
Reservoir.  In Montana, the lake trout of Flathead Lake have achieved trophy status, growing to 42 
pounds. Lake trout inhabit very deep, cold lakes, living in water up to 200 feet deep. They spawn in 
the fall on the rocky substrate of the shoreline. They scatter or broadcast their spawn, a rarity in the 
trout group. Small lake trout feed on plankton and aquatic invertebrates but fish over 2 to 3 pounds 
eat a fish diet.
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Gray wolf (Canus lupus) is the largest of the wild dogs.  In Montana, its range is predominately 
the western mountainous portion of the state. This species is not migratory but may move 
seasonally following migrating ungulates within its territory. The gray wolf exhibits no particular 
habitat preference except for the presence of native ungulates within its territory on a year round 
basis.

Slender Hareleaf (Lagophylla ramosissima) is a poorly documented species in Montana.  Slender 
Hareleaf is an annual with simple or branched stems that are 1-6 dm high. The foliage is densely 
covered with short, white hair, especially above.  Each of the 6 yellow disk flowers is enveloped by 
a scale. Flowering occurs in late July to August.  Habitat consists of open or disturbed places in dry 
grasslands in the valleys.

Impacts: None of the listed species have been found on this site.  Even if suitable habitat did exist on this 
site, the disturbance area would be small and large areas of similar or identical habitat surrounds the site.  
The possible impact to these species would be minimal.  

Historical & Archaeological Sites: The Montana State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) was notified 
of the application.  It reported that no sites have been discovered previously on this property.  A pedestrian 
survey of the area by DEQ personnel did not reveal any artifacts or signs of occupation.  No signs were 
evident at depth in the previously disturbed area.  SHPO feels that there is a low likelihood that cultural 
properties will be impacted and therefore do not recommend a cultural resource inventory at this time.

Impacts: If during operations resources were to be discovered, activities would be temporarily moved to 
another area or halted until SHPO was contacted and the importance of the resources was determined.

Potential Impacts and Mitigation: Proponent would be legally bound by their permit to reclaim 
the site to grassland by December 2017.  The 1996 Environmental Assessment is applicable to this 
action.

Prepared By:     Kenley Stone Opencut Mining Program Environmental Specialist      
Name Title

Reviewed By:     
Name                            Title

Chris Cronin Opencut Mining Program Supervisor



3

PRIVATE PROPERTY ASSESSMENT ACT (PPAA) CHECKLIST

DOES THE PROPOSED AGENCY ACTION HAVE TAKINGS IMPLICATIONS UNDER 
THE PPAA?

YES NO

X 1.  Does the action pertain to land or water management or environmental regulation affecting 
private real property or water rights?

X 2.  Does the action result in either a permanent or indefinite physical occupation of private 
property?

X 3.  Does the action deprive the owner of all economically viable uses of the property?

X 4.  Does the action deny a fundamental attribute of ownership?

X 5.  Does the action require a property owner to dedicate a portion of property or to grant an 
easement?  (If answer is NO, skip questions 5a and 5b and continue with question 6.)

5a. Is there a reasonable, specific connection between the government requirement and 
legitimate state interests?

5b. Is the government requirement roughly proportional to the impact of the proposed use of 
the property?

X 6.  Does the action have a severe impact on the value of the property?

X 7.  Does the action damage the property by causing some physical disturbance with respect to 
the property in excess of that sustained by the public generally?  (If the answer is NO, skip 
questions 7a-7c)

7a. Is the impact of government action direct, peculiar, and significant?

7b. Has the government action resulted in the property becoming practically inaccessible, 
waterlogged, or flooded?

7c. Has the government action diminished property values by more than 30% and necessitated 
the physical taking of adjacent property or property across a public way from the property in 
question?

Taking or damaging implications exist if YES is checked in response to question 1 and also to any one or 
more of the following questions: 2, 3, 4, 6, 7a, 7b, 7c; or if NO is checked in response to questions 5a or 
5b.

If taking or damaging implications exist, the agency must comply with § 5 of the Private Property 
Assessment Act, to include the preparation of a taking or damaging impact assessment.  Normally, the 
preparation of an impact assessment will require consultation with agency legal staff.
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