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Date:   August 1, 2012 

Dear Interested Party: 

The Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), the Custer National Forest (CNF), 
and the Gallatin National Forest (GNF) have signed the Record of Decision (ROD) for the Final 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Stillwater Mining Company’s Revised Water 
Management Plans and Boe Ranch LAD. You may obtain electronic versions of these documents 
by accessing either the Montana DEQ’s web site at http://deq.mt.gov/eis.mcpx or by accessing 
the Custer (http://www.fs.usda.gov/custer ) or Gallatin (http://www.fs.usda.gov/gallatin ) 
National Forest’s web site. You may request a hard copy document or an electronic document by 
contacting either of the agency contacts below.

Kristi Ponozzo 
Montana Department of Environmental 
Quality 
P.O. Box 200901, Helena, MT 59601 
kponozzo@mt.gov
406-444-2813

Patrick Pierson 
Custer National Forest 
1310 Main Street, Billings, MT 59105 or 
ppierson@fs.fed.us
406-255-1441 ext. 213 

The responsible officials for the Custer and Gallatin National Forests and Montana Department 
of Environmental Quality have decided to approve amendments of Stillwater Mining Company’s 
existing Plans of Operations. They have selected all Agency Mitigated Alternatives (Alternatives 
3A, 3B, and 3C), except with regards to the tailing impoundment capping scenarios. Based on 
the analysis disclosed in the FEIS, the responsible officials have decided to approve tailing 
impoundment capping scenarios as described in the Proposed Action Alternatives.

The Stillwater Mine and the East Boulder Mine are existing underground mines located near 
Nye, Montana, and south of Big Timber, Montana, respectively. Both mines produce platinum 
group metals. The Stillwater Mining Company (SMC) submitted applications in late 2000 to the 
DEQ, CNF, and GNF to amend its operation permits for these two mines. The purpose of SMC’s 
proposed revisions are twofold: 1) to develop and implement closure and post-closure water 
management plans for adit water, tailings impoundments, and storm water for the Stillwater and 
East Boulder mines; and 2) to construct and operate a pipeline and land application disposal 

United States 
Department of 
Agriculture

Forest 
Service 

Custer National Forest 1310 Main Street 
Billings, MT 59105

  Gallatin National Forest 10 E Babcock Avenue 
Bozeman, MT 59771 

Montana Department of 
Environmental Quality

    PO Box 200901 
Helena, MT 59620-0901



  Caring for the Land and Serving People Printed on Recycled Paper

(LAD) system at SMC’s Boe Ranch property, if needed, to dispose of treated adit and tailings 
waters from the East Boulder Mine during operations and at closure. 

Decisions based upon the Final EIS are described in the Record of Decision. The decision is 
subject to administrative review pursuant to the Notice, Comment and Appeal Procedures for 
National Forest System Projects and Activities found at 36 CFR 215. Timeframes for the 
administrative appeal period begins after publication of the legal notice of the decision in the 
papers of record for the Custer and Gallatin National Forests, the Billings Gazette and the 
Bozeman Chronicle, respectively. 

Sincerely, 

Mary C. Erickson, Forest Supervisor 
Gallatin and Custer National Forests 

Richard H. Opper, Director 
Montana Department of Environmental Quality 

enclosure
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Introduction and Background

Stillwater Mining Company (SMC) operates two underground mines in Montana. The Stillwater Mine is
located near Nye, Montana, in Stillwater County, and the East Boulder Mine is located south of Big
Timber, Montana, in Sweet Grass County. Mining at the Stillwater Mine began in 1985 and is conducted
under Operating Permit No. 00118. Mining at the East Boulder Mine began in 1998 and is conducted
under Operating Permit No. 00149.

Both mines produce platinum group ore. SMC upgrades the ore at each mine by crushing, grinding,
flotation, and filtration to produce a concentrate. SMC then ships the concentrate by truck to the
Stillwater Smelter and Base Metal Refinery in Columbus, MT for further upgrading. SMC subsequently
ships the upgraded ore to New Jersey for final refining.

Every 100 tons of ore fed to the mill at each mine generates 99 tons of tailings. These tailings are
pumped from the mill to underground sand and paste plants where the coarse sand fraction of tailings is
separated from the slimes fraction (finest sized particles). The coarse sand fraction is dewatered and
cement may be added. About 58 percent of the tailings generated are used to backfill underground
workings. The remainder of the tailings are pumped to the respective tailings impoundments at the
Stillwater Mine and the East Boulder Mine. The tailings impoundment at the Stillwater Mine is used to
balance water storage among facilities.
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In 2000, SMC submitted applications to the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), and the Custer
National Forest and the Gallatin National Forest (CNF/GNF) to amend the operating permits for the
Stillwater and East Boulder Mines. SMC’s applications include three separate proposals, one pertaining
to the Stillwater Mine and two pertaining to the East Boulder Mine.

In its application to amend Operating Permit No. 00118 for the Stillwater Mine, SMC proposes a closure
and post closure water management plans for adit water, tailings impoundments, and storm water.
SMC proposes to discharge water into the Stillwater River once adit and tailings waters have met
Montana state water quality standards or have met applicable Montana Pollution Discharge Elimination
System (MPDES) permit limits. Similarly, in its application to amend Operating Permit No. 00149 for the
East Boulder Mine, SMC proposes closure and post closure water management plans for adit water,
tailings impoundments, and storm water. SMC proposes to discharge water into the East Boulder River
once adit and tailings waters have met Montana state water quality standards or have met applicable
Montana Pollution Discharge Elimination System (MPDES) permit limits. In addition, SMC also proposes
to construct and operate a land application disposal (LAD) system, if needed, at its Boe Ranch Property
to dispose of treated adit and tailings water from the East Boulder Mine during operations and at
closure.

DEQ and CNF/GNF determined that amendment of the operating permits might significantly affect the
quality of the human environment. As joint lead agencies, DEQ and CNF/GNF prepared an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) pursuant to the Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) and
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The Montana Department of Natural Resources and
Conservation was a participating agency in preparation of the EIS. A draft EIS was issued in November of
2010 and a final EIS was issued in May of 2012.

The EIS analyzed the following proposed modifications to the reclamation and water management
plans:

1. Changing reclamation cover requirements from an average of four to six feet to an average
of two feet for all tailings impoundments;

2. Changing the reclamation cap design on the Hertzler Ranch and East Boulder tailings
impoundments from a domed or convex configuration to a concave configuration with
positive drainage following the deposited tailings gradient;

3. Evaluating the use of biological treatment systems for treatment of undiluted tailings waters
at closure;

4. Evaluating the potential relocation of tailings slimes to alternative locations as necessary to
expedite and facilitate the capping process;

5. Evaluating changes in post closure water routing and channel design; and
6. Evaluating time requirements for closure and impoundment capping.
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Agencies’ Roles and Responsibilities

The DEQ and GNF/CNF are the lead agencies for this EIS. A December 11, 1989 Memorandum of
Understanding between the State of Montana and the CNF/GNF provides for preparation of joint
environmental analyses and sharing of information, personnel, and funds.

The DEQ and GNF/CNF are also responsible for regulatory oversight of effects to surface resources and
establishing a reclamation bond. A reclamation bond is set and held jointly by the agencies. The bond is
jointly determined by computing costs to the state and United Stated Forest Service (USFS) for
reclaiming a site should the operator default. The joint bond can be used by either agency per their
regulations.

Decision authority pertaining to private lands involved in the respective proposed actions lies solely with
the Montana Department of Environmental Quality. Decision authority involving National Forest System
Lands is jointly shared between the Montana DEQ and the Supervisor of the GNF and CNF.

Purpose and Description of this Record of Decision (ROD)

This ROD contains DEQ’s and the CNF/GNF’s decision on SMC’s applications to amend its two existing
operating permits. The ROD states the agencies’ decisions, their rationale for the decisions, and all
alternatives considered in reaching the decisions. The decisions are based on the environmental analysis
set forth in the EIS and the applicable state laws and administrative rules, and federal laws, regulations,
and policies.

Project Purpose and Need

The purpose and need for the proposed closure and post closure water management plans for the
Stillwater and East Boulder mines is to respond to the requirements of the Metal Mine Reclamation Act
(MMRA), set forth in Section 82–4–301, et seq,MCA and to the requirements of the USFS regulations set
forth in 36 CFR 228, Subpart A. These state and federal laws require each mine to have a reclamation
plan that includes a water management plan that achieves water quality standards during and after
reclamation. The agencies concluded that earlier analyses did not address the type and duration of
water management and treatment with enough specificity, nor were they detailed enough to use in
determining closure and post closure reclamation bond calculations.

Second, the purpose and need for the proposed East Boulder Mine Boe Ranch LAD System is to provide
additional operating flexibility, to provide options for treatment and disposal of adit and tailings waters
during operations and closure, and to potentially allow mine waste waters to be beneficially used in an
agricultural setting during the life of the mine and at closure. SMC’s current WMP for the Stillwater Mine
was approved on June 28, 1998, for land application disposal (LAD) of treated mine waters on National
Forest System lands. SMC has proposed the Boe Ranch LAD system as an enhancement of the approved
mine site LAD system, which will allow for storage of all mine discharge waters during the non growing
season with subsequent LAD of the water during the ensuing growing season.



Stillwater Mining Company’s Revised Water Management Plans and Boe Ranch LAD 2012

Record of Decision 5

Public Involvement

Scoping for the EIS began in July 2001 with distribution of a scoping document that informed readers of
the agencies’ intent to conduct an environmental analysis of SMC’s Proposed Actions. The agencies
mailed approximately 400 copies of the scoping document to individuals, agencies, organizations, and
businesses that might be interested in, or affected by, the Proposed Actions and subsequent decisions.
The scoping document solicited comments to assist the agencies in identifying specific issues and
concerns to be addressed in the MEPA/NEPA environmental impact statement analysis.

The USFS published a notice of intent to prepare an EIS in the Federal Register. The DEQ and the USFS
published public scoping notices in newspapers in the affected area, including the Stillwater County
News, Carbon County News, Billings Gazette, Big Timber Pioneer, Bozeman Daily Chronicle, and Helena
Independent Record.

The agencies held two public scoping meetings to discuss the proposed actions and to receive public
comments. The first meeting was held on July 18, 2001, in Absarokee, MT, and 13 participants attended.
The second meeting was held on July 19, 2001, in Big Timber, MT, and 47 participants attended.
Representatives from the DEQ and the USFS described the Proposed Actions, and attendees were
provided an opportunity to ask questions and submit comments at both meetings.

After public scoping meetings, the agencies and SMC hosted field trips at the Stillwater Mine, the East
Boulder Mine, and Boe Ranch LAD area locations. Only one member of the public attended the
Stillwater Mine field trip, held on August 9, 2001, and 13 people attended the East Boulder Mine and
Boe Ranch LAD area field trip held on August 11, 2001.

Public meetings were held on December 1, 2010 in Absarokee, MT, and on December 2, 2010 in Big
Timber, MT, to accept comments on the accuracy and adequacy of the draft EIS. Two comments were
received at these meetings, both requesting an extension of the public comment period. Seven letters
were received during the public comment period, which began on November 26, 2010 and was
administratively extended for 45 days, ending on February 24, 2011. All public comments received on
the DEIS, and response to comments, are included in Chapter 5 of the final EIS.

Consultation Coordination with Others

The Department of Environmental Quality and the US Forest Service consulted and coordinated with the
following agencies and organizations throughout the MEPA/NEPA process: ACZ Laboratories, Knight
Piésold Ltd. Consulting Engineers, Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks, Montana
Department of Natural Resources & Conservation, Montana Natural Heritage Program, Montana State
Historic Preservation Office, Stillwater Mining Company, Sweet Grass County, US Fish and Wildlife
Service, and the US Department of Agriculture Agricultural Research Service. Consultation and
coordination included both formal and informal consultation requirements as well as coordination with
technical experts. Readers are referenced to table 1 2 in the final EIS for a further explanation of
consultation and coordination.
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Issue Identification and Management

In addition to attending and commenting at the public scoping meetings and participating in project
related field trips, nine individuals submitted written comments identifying potential issues and
concerns.

Specific comments were arranged into groups of common concerns. The analysis of these comments
identified 18 potential issues. Five issues were identified as significant or potentially significant because
of the extent of their geographic distribution, the duration of their effects, or the intensity of interest or
resource conflict. MEPA and NEPA direct agencies to focus environmental analyses on significant issues
and to dismiss nonsignificant issues [ARM 17.4.615(2) (b) and (c) and 40 CFR 1500.4(b), (c), and (g)]. An
issue’s significance is different than and separate from any determination of significance of an
environmental consequence evaluated in subsequent MEPA/NEPA environmental impact analyses.

Significant Issues

The following section presents significant issues identified for each of the three proposed actions. These
issues define the scope of the MEPA/NEPA analysis and alternatives considered.

Issue 1:Water Quality and Quantity Project scoping identified concerns that implementation of the
Proposed Actions might change the existing quality and quantity of water around the Stillwater Mine,
the East Boulder Mine, and/or the East Boulder Boe Ranch LAD area.

Issue 2:Wildlife and Aquatic Resources Project scoping indicated that implementation of portions of
the Proposed Actions might affect aquatic resources near both mines at closure and post closure, as
well as wildlife and aquatic resources on and near the Boe Ranch during operations and closure.

Issue 3: Irrigation Practices Concerns were identified related to implementation of the Boe Ranch LAD
system. These concerns included changes in plant community composition under the LAD system in
response to the increase in water and nutrients available to the plants during operation, as well as when
the water is turned off; The spread of noxious weeds would likely occur during operations, closure, and
post closure; And instability and the potential would increase for mass wasting beneath and
downgradient of the irrigation center pivots. LAD application disposal of mine waters could impact soils
due to nitrogen and salt additions.

Issue 4: Cultural Resources Public and agency comments indicated that implementation of the Boe
Ranch LAD system Proposed Action might adversely affect cultural resources on the property.

Issue 5: Stability of Boe Ranch LAD Storage Pond Public scoping revealed concerns associated with the
construction and long term use of the Boe Ranch LAD storage pond. Most of the comments questioned
the stability of the pond embankment due to site geologic and seismic conditions, embankment stability
should the pond liner fail, the ability of the pond to contain or pass a 100 year storm event and the
effect of such an event on the drainage below the pond; and damage to private property.
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Detailed information pertaining to significant issue identification is found in Chapter 2, Section 2.2.1 of
the final EIS.

Non Significant Issues

Twelve other preliminary issues identified during project scoping were not relevant to the Proposed
Actions. Issues that were considered but dismissed were either beyond the scope of this environmental
analysis or have been previously addressed by federal or state law, regulation, or policy. As discussed in
final EIS Section 2.2, MEPA/NEPA analyses are intended to focus on potentially significant issues. The
issues which appear below were considered but dismissed from further analysis.

Issue 6: Bonding
Issue 7: Incorporation of Operational Stipulations/Mitigations
Issue 8: Potential Water Quality Impacts from Boe Ranch LAD System Mist into the East Boulder River
Issue 9: Water Quality Effects Caused by Phosphates in Treated Adit and Tailings Waters
Issue 10: StormWater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP)
Issue 11: Wetlands and Riparian Zones
Issue 12: Tailings Impoundment Stability
Issue 13: Public Participation
Issue 14: MEPA/NEPA Process
Issue 15: Effects of Nitrates and Trace Metal Bioaccumulation on Ruminants
Issue 16: Effects of Nitrates and Trace Metals on Waterfowl
Issue 17: Effects of Trace Metal Accumulation on Plants and Soils
Issue 18: Potential for acid generation from tailings and waste rock and mobility of metals to surface and
ground water

Detailed information pertaining to issues considered but dismissed is found in Chapter 2, Section 2.2.2
of the final EIS.

Alternatives Formulation

Section 102 of NEPA and Part 2 of MEPA require agencies to consider alternatives to Proposed Actions
(42 USC § 4332 and MCA 75 1 201(1)(b)(iv)(C), respectively). Significant issues were identified to help
the agencies establish the scope and provide the basis for identifying changes (alternatives and
mitigations) that would be needed to avoid, eliminate, reduce, or minimize impacts. The scoping process
involved both agency and public concerns. It also considered environmental and project design
elements.

The agencies developed alternatives that address one or more of the significant issues. A range of
alternatives must be considered (40 CFR 1508.25) and must provide a clear basis for choice among the
alternatives for decision makers and the public (40 CFR 1508.14).

Preliminary alternatives were screened for reasonableness, as required by the MEPA/NEPA process. The
Council on Environmental Quality’s (CEQ) 40 Most Asked Questions about NEPA (Question 2a) states, in
part, “reasonable alternatives include those that are practical or feasible from the technical and
economic standpoint and using common sense…” (CEQ 1981). MEPA regulations require state agencies
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“to consider only alternatives that are realistic, technologically available, and represent a course of
action that bears a logical relationship to the proposal being evaluated” (ARM 17.4.603(2)(b)).

Finally, the agencies screened alternatives to ensure that they met the project purpose and need and
addressed technical, environmental, and economic considerations. Each reasonable alternative must
meet, at least partially, the purpose of and need for the project. Technical considerations include the
feasibility of facilities construction and operation. Environmental considerations include potential for
significant impacts and the feasibility of successfully mitigating them.

Unreasonable alternatives were dropped from detailed consideration. If an alternative did not pass the
technical, environmental, and economic screening for feasibility or did not at least partially address the
project’s purpose and need, it was not considered further in the analysis

Alternatives Considered in Detail

Nine alternatives were considered in this MEPA/NEPA analysis, including the following: three No Action
Alternatives, SMC’s three Proposed Actions, and three Agency Mitigated Alternatives. These alternatives
are described below.

Table ROD 1 Alphanumeric Naming Convention of Alternatives

No Action Proposed Action Agency Mitigated

Stillwater Mine – Closure and
Post Closure Water Management Plan 1A 2A 3A

East Boulder Mine – Closure and
Post Closure Water Management Plan 1B 2B 3B

East Boulder Mine – Boe Ranch
LAD System 1C 2C 3C

Due to the degree of detailed narrative and tabular descriptions for all alternatives considered in detail,
the reader is referenced to Chapter 2 of the FEIS as follows;

Section 2.4.1 describes No Action Alternative 1A (Stillwater Mine Closure and Post Closure Water
Management Plan).

Section 2.4.2 describes Proposed Action Alternative 2A (Stillwater Mine Closure and Post Closure Water
Management Plan).

Section 2.4.3 describes Agency Mitigated Alternative 3A (Stillwater Mine Closure and Post Closure
Water Management Plan).

Section 2.4.4 describes No Action Alternative 1B (East Boulder Mine Closure and Post Closure Water
Management Plan).
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Section 2.4.5 describes Proposed Action Alternative 2B (East Boulder Mine Closure and Post Closure
Water Management Plan).

Section 2.4.6 describes Agency Mitigated Alternative 3B (East Boulder Mine Closure and Post Closure
Water Management Plan).

Section 2.4.7 describes No Action Alternative 1C (East Boulder Mine Boe Ranch LAD System).

Section 2.4.8 describes Proposed Action Alternative 2C (East Boulder Mine Boe Ranch LAD System).

Section 2.4.9 describes Agency Mitigated Alternative 3C (East Boulder Mine Boe Ranch LAD System).

Alternatives Not Considered in Detail

Several preliminary alternatives were identified. Elements of some of these alternatives were
incorporated into the Agency Mitigated Alternatives. Others have been considered but dismissed as
listed below.

1. Adit Plugging (Plugging to Prevent Discharge of Water)
2. Closure and Post Closure Water Treatment Evaluations
3. Long term Treatment of Adit Water and Runoff from the Tailings Impoundments before

Discharge
4. Alternative Waste Rock and Tailings Disposal Methods
5. Boe Ranch LAD System MT Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (MPDES) Permit

Alternative
6. Alternative Locations for the Proposed Boe Ranch LAD System

Rationale for not considering in detail these suggested preliminary alternatives is provided in Chapter 2,
Section 2.4.10 the final EIS.

Decisions, Mitigation and Rationale

We, the Director of DEQ and the Forest Supervisor of CNF/GNF, have decided to approve amendment of
SMC’s operating permits for the Stillwater and East Boulder Mines. Specifically, we are selecting the
Agency Mitigated Alternative 3A (Stillwater Mine – Closure and Post Closure Water Management Plan),
Agency Mitigated Alternative 3B (East Boulder Mine – Closure and Post Closure Water Management
Plan), and Agency Mitigated Alternative 3C (East Boulder Mine – Boe Ranch LAD System) for
implementation with one modification. Based on the analysis disclosed in the FEIS, we are modifying the
Agency Mitigated Alternatives 3A and 3B to require the tailing impoundment capping measures
described in the Proposed Action Alternative 2A and Proposed Action Alternative 2B.

Mitigation Measures/Stipulations
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Mitigation measures (stipulations) intended to prevent unnecessary or undue degradation, to reduce
environmental impacts, and to improve the potential for long term reclamation success have been
incorporated into Agency Mitigated Alternatives.

An additional stipulation will be attached to each Operating Permit/Plans of Operations which will
require that within one year of the decision implementation date, SMC must submit to the agencies
consolidated Plans of Operations. These Plans of Operations will incorporate and consolidate all
previous operating, reclamation, mitigation/stipulations, and monitoring requirements into a single
document for each mine. All other mitigations/stipulations previously attached to the Operating
Permits/Plans of Operations remain in full force and effect. SMC is required to comply with all previous
mitigations/ stipulations as they are enforceable provisions of the Operating Permits/Plans of
Operations.

The Agencies have included in Appendix 1, previous mitigations/stipulations resulting from past
environmental analyses and associated decisions, as well as new mitigations/stipulations resulting from
this decision for the reader’s convenience. Please refer to Appendix 1, attached to this document, in
order to view the full suite of mitigations/stipulations required of each mining site.

Rationale for Decisions

Mine Closure and Post Closure Water Management Plans

As described in the final EIS, two of the five significant issues (Table 2 1, FEIS) formed the basis of the
documented analysis associated with the mine closure and post closure water management plans for
the Stillwater Mine and East Boulder Mine. These significant issues included Water Quality and Quantity
and Aquatic Resources.

Stillwater Mine Closure and Post Closure Water Management Plan

Water Quality and Quantity

Proposed Action Alternative 2A requires SMC to continue operating the Stillwater Mine treatment
facilities during mine closure until water quality standards are met. The principle constituent of concern
is nitrogen. There are also elevated levels of salts in both the adit and tailings waters. Adit and tailings
water treatment could take up to 12 months. Once the adit and tailings waters are treated, the waters
would be disposed of at the Hertzler Ranch LAD system, the east side percolation pond, the Stillwater
percolation ponds or the underground workings. During post closure, no mine water treatment would
be required and water would be routed to the percolation pond and then the Stillwater River. Agency
Mitigated Alternative 3A is the same, except adit and tailings water treatment could take up to 18
months.

Applicable surface and groundwater standards for nitrogen and salts would be complied with under
Proposed Action Alternative 2A and Agency Mitigated Alternative 3A. While under both Proposed
Action Alternative 2A and Agency Mitigated Alternative 3A a temporary exceedance of the Class 1
ground water standard for EC concentrations (a measurement for salts) would occur in a limited area
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near the Hertzler Ranch tailings impoundment because of the presence of the Colorado Shale
Formation, the EC concentration would be less than the ground water standard at the compliance point
(HMW 10 monitoring well).

While applicable surface and groundwater standards would be complied with under Proposed Action
Alternative 2A and Agency Mitigated Alternative 3A, unforeseen circumstances could jeopardize
treatment of all adit and impoundment waters in a 12 month period. An unusually wet growing season
may prolong water treatment and disposal. In the event of bond forfeiture, treatment of all adit and
impoundment water may not be completed within 12 months due to procurement requirements for
obtaining the services of a reclamation contractor. In addition, allowing disposal of treated mine waters
at closure over an 18 month period would include two LAD seasons, providing SMC with additional
flexibility. Therefore, the Agencies are selecting Agency Mitigated Alternative 3A.

Wildlife and Aquatic Resources

Adverse effects to aquatic resources in the vicinity of the Stillwater Mine and the Hertzler Ranch LAD
system are not anticipated under any of the alternatives analyzed.

East Boulder Mine Closure and Post Closure Water Management Plan

Water Quality and Quantity

Proposed Action Alternative 2B requires SMC to continue operating the East Boulder Mine water
treatment facilities during mine closure until applicable water quality standards are met. As at the
Stillwater Mine, the principle constituents of concern in the adit and tailings waters are nitrogen and
salts. Adit and tailings water treatment could take up to 12 months. Once the adit and tailings waters
are treated, the waters would be disposed to the following sites listed in preferential order: mine site
percolation pond; LAD Area 6; LAD Areas 2, 3 Upper and 4; and the East Boulder River. During post
closure, no mine water treatment would be required and water would be routed to the percolation
pond and then to the East Boulder River.

Agency Mitigated Alternative 3B is the same except LAD Areas 2, 3 Upper, and 4 would be used prior to
the percolation pond if disposal of mine waters through the percolation pond potentially violated
nitrogen standards. Additionally, adit and tailings water treatment could take up to 18 months.

Applicable surface and groundwater standards for nitrogen and salts would be complied with under
Proposed Alternative 2B and Agency Mitigated Alternative 3B. When mine water treatment is no longer
needed post closure, up to 737 gpm of adit water could be directly discharged to the East Boulder River.
A discharge of this volume in the East Boulder River would cause an increase in stream flow greater than
15 percent of the 7Q10 value. An increase in streamflow of this quantity would not be a nonsignificant
change under Montana nondegradation rule ARM 17.30.715(1)(a). A stipulation placed in SMC’s
operating permit requires the adit water to be discharged to ground water if the adit flow rate would
cause an increase in streamflow greater than 15 percent of the 7Q10 value.
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While applicable surface and groundwater standards would be complied with under Proposed
Alternative 2B and Agency Mitigated Alternative 3B, unforeseen circumstances, may jeopardize
treatment of all adit and impoundment waters in a 12 month period as discussed previously. In addition,
disposal of mine waters at closure over an 18 month period could include two LAD seasons, providing
additional flexibility in the disposal of mine water. Therefore, the Agencies are selecting Agency
Mitigated Alternative 3B.

Wildlife and Aquatic Resources

Adverse effects to aquatic resources in the vicinity of the East Boulder Mine not anticipated under any
of the alternatives analyzed.

Boe Ranch LAD System

As described in the FEIS, effects to all five significant issues were pertinent to the Boe Ranch LAD system.
These significant issues included Water Quantity and Quality, Wildlife, and Aquatic Resources, Irrigation
Practices, Cultural Resources, and the Stability of the LAD storage Pond.

Water Quality and Quantity

Under Propose Alternative 2C, SMC would be authorized to construct and use the Boe Ranch LAD
system, if needed, including a LAD storage pond, in conjunction with the East Boulder Mine. If it is
constructed, the Boe Ranch LAD system would be SMC’s preferred location for the disposal of treated
adit and tailings waters during operations and at closure. The Boe Ranch LAD system would be operated
similarly to the Hertzler Ranch LAD system in that it would maximize evaporation with about 70% of the
water reaching the soil. Under 2C, the treated waters would be applied at agronomic rates and the Boe
Ranch LAD system could be used for up to 12 months during closure to dispose of mixed treated adit
and tailings waters.

Agency Mitigated Alternative 3C would also authorize construction and use of the Boe Ranch LAD
system, if needed, but with the following modifications. One of the center pivots would not be used and
the area of two other center pivots would be reduced due to mass wasting concerns. The height of the
LAD storage pond embankment at post closure also would be reduced. SMC would be authorized to
apply water at greater than agronomic rates, if needed, to flush salts from soil. Finally, the Boe Ranch
LAD system would be available for up to 18 months during closure, if needed.

Both Proposed Alternative 2C and Agency Mitigated Alternative 3C provide SMC with flexibility in the
disposal of treated adit and impoundment waters, providing SMC an addition disposal site, if it is
needed. Applicable surface and groundwater standards for nitrogen and salts would be complied with
under Proposed Alternative 2C and Agency Mitigated Alternative 3C. Agency Mitigated Alternative 3C
incorporates additional measures to minimize adverse effects associated with discharges of nitrogen
and salts to soils, ground water and surface water. 3C also reduces the potential for mass wasting, LAD
storage pond embankment instability, and high hazard dam failure during post closure. See also the
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rationale stated for selecting an 18 month disposal period, rather than a 12 month disposal period, as
previously discussed. Therefore, the Agencies select Agency Mitigated Alternative 3C.

SMC has many options available to manage water and the resultant nitrogen and salts loads as needed.
It is not the Agencies’ intent to be prescriptive and stipulate what SMC must do to comply with water
quality and quantity standards. Rather, the Agencies’ analysis of additional options for treated waters
disposal was performance based, recognizing SMC’s need for flexibility in managing water to limit
nitrogen and salts loads in surface and ground water and the resultant effects to soils and plant
communities.

Wildlife and Aquatic Resources

As documented in Chapter 4 of the final EIS, no adverse effects to wildlife resources were projected.
Short term increases in forage availability for wildlife resources were predicted in the event that SMC
builds and uses the Boe Ranch LAD system. Forage production would increase above baseline
production during operations until facility closure when there would be a reduction of forage. The
fluctuation in forage availability is expected to change foraging patterns for big game species in the area.
No adverse effects to species designated as Threatened or Endangered, or Species of Special Concern
were projected.

Adverse effects to aquatic resources in the vicinity of the Boe Ranch LAD system are not anticipated
under any of the alternatives analyzed. Based on comments provided on the draft EIS (DEIS), the
agencies reviewed total dissolved solids (TDS) values in the East Boulder River in the vicinity of the Boe
Ranch. Data indicate that current (no Boe Ranch LAD system) TDS values frequently exceed the value of
250 mg/L used in the draft EIS. (Please see Final EIS Chapter 5, Response 1 4, for more information.)
Providing for 18 months of mine water treatment and disposal during closure will ensure compliance
with TDS values.

Irrigation Practices

As discussed in Chapter 4 of the FEIS, implementation of the Boe Ranch LAD system would affect natural
resources (e.g., alterations of natural plant communities, the spread of noxious weeds, and potential for
mass wasting depending on the specific irrigation practices used during operations and closure). Long
term changes in plant composition and noxious weed populations would occur from applying adit and
tailings waters over the life of the mine and at closure. Increased nitrogen and salts loads in soils would
also occur. Soil productivity would be maintained due to annual flushing of salts from increased LAD
application rates. Center pivot P10 would be eliminated, center pivots P4 and P9 would be operated
with increased monitoring, and an 18 month closure period (to include two LAD seasons), would reduce
the potential for mass wasting. Additional monitoring would be required to minimize effects to Boe
Ranch natural resources. No additional mine related effects would occur during post closure.

Cultural Resources
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Both the Proposed Action 2C and the Agency Mitigated Alternative 3C would result in the same degree
of disturbance to known cultural resources located on private lands owned by the Stillwater Mine
Company (Boe Ranch). Effects to these resources would result from construction of the Boe Ranch LAD
system access road and pipeline. Agency Mitigated Alternative 3C provides for on site monitoring by an
agency approved archeologist during construction as required mitigation.

Stability of LAD Storage Pond

In evaluating the stability of the Boe Ranch LAD storage pond, the agencies looked at 1) the stability of
the storage pond, 2) impacts from a failure of the facility, and 3) mitigations to ensure performance as
designed.

The stability of the Boe Ranch LAD storage pond was evaluated using commonly accepted industry
practices and standards for the design of constructed embankments. The same design criteria and level
of analysis were used in evaluating the stability of the tailings impoundment at the East Boulder Mine.
Stability analyses for the Boe Ranch LAD storage pond were performed for static conditions (no external
forces other than gravity) and for the effects from an earthquake. Under the loading conditions
examined, the stability of the storage pond exceeds the minimum acceptable factors of safety used by
the US Army Corps of Engineers in evaluating water retaining structures. Based on the results of these
analyses, the agencies believe the likelihood of a catastrophic failure of the Boe Ranch LAD storage pond
is so remote as to be negligible.

Our decision would require SMC to manage and monitor the pond in a manner similar to its
management of the East Boulder tailings impoundment. The operation of the Boe Ranch LAD storage
pond would incorporate many of the same management procedures currently in place for the tailings
impoundment such as visual inspection, down gradient well monitoring, and water balance calculations.
These inspection and evaluation procedures will help assess whether the LAD storage pond is
performing as designed. The Agency Mitigated Alternative 3C has included an additional measure to
ensure safe management of the facility during operations by requiring SMC to submit an Operations and
Maintenance Plan and Emergency Preparedness Plan that meets all DNRC dam safety requirements. At
closure the dam embankment would be reduced in height to eliminate its classification as a high hazard
dam.

Based on the results of the stability analyses, and the monitoring and management requirements during
operations and at closure, we believe the stability of the Boe Ranch LAD storage pond has been
adequately addressed in the Agency Mitigated Alternative 3C.

Impoundment Capping

A comparison of the tailing impoundment capping measures required under the Proposed Action
Alternatives and the Agency Mitigated Alternatives is set forth in the following table.

Tailing Impoundment Facility Proposed Action Alternative
Capping Measures

Agency Mitigated Alternative
Capping Measures
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Stillwater Impoundment Alternative 2A

Total of 32” consisting of;
24” Waste or borrow
8” Soil or borrow

Swale Configuration

Alternative 3A

Total of 50” consisting of;
42” Soil or borrow
8” Soil

Swale Configuration
Hertzler Impoundment Alternative 2A

Total of 48” consisting of;
24” of borrow
24” of soil or sub soils

Swale Configuration

Alternative 3A

Total of 60” consisting of;
48” borrow
24” of subsoil
12” of soil

Swale Configuration
East Boulder Impoundment Alternative 2B

Total of 52” consisting of;
24” of waste rock/borrow
28” of soil or sub soils

Swale Configuration

Alternative 3B

Total of 76” consisting of;
48” of waste rock/borrow
28” of soil or sub soils

Swale Configuration

Our reclamation experience at the Stillwater Mine and the Hertzler Ranch LAD area indicates that
capping (borrow and/or waste rock and soil) material identified for use under the Proposed Action 2A
and Proposed Action 2B will provide appropriate growth medium for the establishment of desirable
reclamation species. Our testing of the tailings geochemistry (potential to generate acid, and ability to
liberate metals in a near neutral environment) has shown the tailings to be non toxic. In the event
differential settlement within the tailings mass were to take place and the tailings surface was exposed,
no toxic effects are anticipated to the revegetation.

A reduction in overall capping thicknesses under Proposed Action 2A and Proposed Action 2B will not
only provide an adequate growth medium (texture and depth) for sustaining vegetation, but will reduce
the total volume of capping materials required. This minimizes additional new surface disturbances
needed to develop capping material sources.

Implementation

These decisions are effective upon signing this ROD. SMC may implement surface disturbing activities
after administrative appeal requirements, described below, have been achieved. Additionally, SMC must
submit an acceptable reclamation bond to DEQ and USFS in the amount to be established by the
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agencies. SMC must submit the required updated Plans of Operations and other final design plans within
one year of publishing this ROD.

Other Rights and Permits

Approval of the permit amendment does not convey or create any real property rights or use rights.

SMC’s Montana Pollution Discharge Elimination Permits were approved by DEQ for both mines: MTR–
300017 for the Stillwater Mine and MTR–300226 for the East Boulder Mine. There are no changes to
existing MPDES permits as a result of these decisions.

Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation issued an easement to Stillwater Mining
Company for the purpose of an access road and buried waterline for activities associated with the East
Boulder Mine specifically upon Sections 20 and 21, Township 3 South, Range 13 East. This action was
pursuant to approval by the Montana State Board of Land Commissioners. Any change to the existing
approved route of either the access road and pipeline as described in the easement, or expansion of
property served, will require an amended application request and will subsequently be subject to a new
approval by the State Board of Land Commissioners.

SMC holds Air Quality Permits #2459–13 for the Stillwater Mine and #2653–05 for the East Boulder Mine
and must continue to comply with the permit requirements. No modifications to these permits have
resulted from these decisions.

SMC is responsible for obtaining any property rights, easements, mineral rights, or water rights
necessary to implement the selected alternatives. SMC is responsible for obtaining any other local,
state, or federal permits, licenses, or reviews that might be necessary to implement the selected
alternatives.

Any proposed change to the operating procedures, schedule, reclamation design, or mitigation
measures will be reviewed by the agencies and accepted if the change would provide resource
protection equal to or greater than the original requirement and would not result in significant impacts
not identified in the EIS. Proposed changes that would not achieve the same level of resource
protection, or would result in previously undisclosed significant impacts, would require supplemental
analysis under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the Montana Environmental Policy Act
(MEPA) prior to determining their acceptability.

Findings Required by Laws, Regulations, and Policies

US Forest Service

National Environmental Policy Act

The NEPA declares a national environmental policy and promotes consideration of environmental
concerns by federal agencies in decision making. Procedures and regulations issued by the CEQ, as
authorized under NEPA, direct implementation of NEPA by federal agencies. The CEQ’s regulations are
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promulgated at 40 CFR Parts 1500–1508. Also, the USFS direction pertaining to implementation of NEPA
and CEQ’s regulations is contained in Chapter 20 of USFS Handbook 1909.15 (Environmental Policy and
Procedures). To meet the requirements under NEPA and their forest plans, the GNF and CNF have
prepared the Revised Waste Management Plans and Boe Ranch LAD FEIS jointly with the DEQ.

National Forest Management Act (Forest Plan)

On March 23, 2012 the Department of Agriculture issued a final planning rule for National Forest System
land management planning (2012 Rule). For the Custer and Gallatin National Forests, where the Forests
Plans were developed under a prior planning rule, 36 CFR § 219.17 (c) of the 2012 Rule explains, “This
part supersedes any prior planning regulation. No obligations remain from any prior planning regulation,
except those that are specifically included in a unit’s existing plan. Existing plans will remain in effect
until revised.” Except for the plan consistency provisions, none of the requirements of the 2012
regulations apply to projects or activities (36 CFR § 219.2(c)).

NFMA requires that projects and activities be consistent with the governing Forest Plan (16 USC 1604
(i)). SMC’s patented claim block extends some 28 miles and is bordered by portions of both forests (CNF
and GNF). The current surface expression of the Stillwater Mine is surrounded by the CNF, while the
surface expression of the East Boulder Mine is surrounded by the GNF. This following discussion briefly
discusses why the selected alternatives are consistent with management direction for both forests.

Custer National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan

The National Forest Management Act requires that all projects and activities be consistent with the
Forest Plan [16 U.S.C. 1604(I)]. According to its 1986 Land and Resource Management Plan (CNF Forest
Plan), the CNF must consider how other resources and impacts from mining would be mitigated to the
extent possible through standard operating procedures. Additionally, the CNF can prescribe mitigation
measures to the Plan of Operations, as necessary, to manage key surface resources. Mineral
development cannot be precluded by these resource concerns within legal constraints. Efforts must be
made to avoid or mitigate resource conflicts. If the responsible official determines that conflicts cannot
be adequately mitigated, the conflict will be resolved in accordance with the management goal, and, if
necessary, in consultation with affected parties.

The area under consideration for SMC’s Stillwater Mine proposal falls within Management Area E, which
emphasizes exploration, development, and production of mineral resources. The CNF Forest Plan did not
analyze site specific actions, such as SMC’s current proposal. As an integrated management plan, it
evaluated various alternatives for managing the CNF as a whole. The ROD for the CNF Forest Plan clearly
states that a site specific project, such as SMC’s current proposal, must undergo additional analysis
under NEPA. This FEIS documents the required analysis.

Decisions made in this ROD are consistent with both Forest wide and management area specific
requirements of the Custer National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan.

Gallatin National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan
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According to its 1987 Land and Resource Management Plan (GNF Forest Plan) and the FEIS that
accompanied it, USFS’s responsibilities for minerals management includes the following: to make
available mineral resources from the GNF and to administer their exploration and development. A
thorough environmental analysis must be completed for each proposed mineral activity before it is
approved.

The East Boulder Mine permit area falls within Management Area 8, which emphasizes production of
timber. The GNF Forest Plan did not analyze site specific actions, such as SMC’s East Boulder Mine. As an
integrated management plan, it evaluated various alternatives for managing the forest as a whole for a
10 to 15 year period. The ROD for the GNF Forest Plan clearly states that a site specific project, such as
SMC’s current proposal, must undergo additional analysis under NEPA. This FEIS documents the analysis.

Decisions made in this ROD are consistent with both Forest wide and management area specific
requirements of the Gallatin National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan.

Endangered Species Act

The US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) were consulted as required by the Endangered Species Act.
The USFWS provided a current list of threatened and endangered species for consideration during the
analysis. Potential project effects on threatened and endangered species have been analyzed and
documented in Chapter 4, Section 4.2.1.1 to 4.2.1.6 of the FEIS. Adverse effects to wildlife species listed
as Threatened or Endangered are not anticipated.

National Historic Preservation Act

The National Historic Preservation Act’s Section 106 regulations require consultation with Indian tribes
to identify and resolve adverse effects to historic properties resulting from a federal undertaking. The
Memorandum for the heads of executive departments and agencies entitled Government to
Government Relations with Native American Tribal Governments, signed by President Clinton on April
29, 1994, outlines principles that federal agencies must follow when interacting with federally
recognized Native American tribes in deference to Native Americans’ rights to self governance.
Specifically, federal agencies are directed to consult with tribal governments prior to taking actions that
affect federally recognized tribes and to ensure that Native American concerns receive consideration
during the development of federal projects and programs.

Compliance with the National Historic Preservation Act has previously been accomplished on lands
previously approved for mining activities. Effects to cultural resources as disclosed in the final EIS would
occur on private lands owned by the Stillwater Mining Company or managed in trust by the Montana
Department of Natural Resources and Conservation. These lands are not subject to federal land
management jurisdiction.

Executive Order 12898 (Environmental Justice)

No disproportionate impacts to minority and low income populations are anticipated. The project area
does not contain minority and/or low income groups who were excluded from the environmental
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analysis and/or decision making process, were not subject to a disproportionate impact from one or
more environmental hazards, and will not experience a disparate implementation of environmental
regulations, requirements, practices, and activities in their communities as a result of implementing any
of the action alternatives.

All alternatives proposed or analyzed were based on the existence of proven mineral resources and
lands available within a reasonable distance from these mineral resources to accommodate the
management of mine waste water.

Roadless Areas

Approval and implementation of the decisions contained in this ROD will have no effects to USFS
designated roadless areas as defined by the 1986 Custer National Forest Land and Resource
Management Plan, Appendix C. These decisions would take place on private land owned by the
Stillwater Mining Company or National Forest System Lands available for mineral development. There
are no roadless areas involved or potentially affected by these decisions.

National Mineral Policy Act

The Mining and Minerals Policy Act of 1970 directs that public lands be managed in a manner that
recognizes the Nation's need for domestic sources of mineral production. Under the Mining Law of
1872, claimants have a statutory right to develop their mineral deposits consistent with applicable
environmental laws.

The selected alternatives provide for continued domestic mineral production of platinum and palladium
resources from the Stillwater and East Boulder mines while complying with other applicable state and
federal laws.

Montana Department of Environmental Quality

Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA)

MEPA requires DEQ to conduct an environmental review prior to making a permitting decision that may
have a significant impact on the environment. MEPA and its associated administrative rules define the
procedure to be followed when conducting the environmental review. In regard to SMC’s application to
amend its operating permits for the Stillwater and East Boulder Mines, DEQ engaged in a joint
environmental review with the GNF and CNV, culminating in the issuance of the final EIS. The
environmental review process that culminated in the final EIS complies with the procedural
requirements of MEPA.

Metal Mine Reclamation Act

The MMRA requires lands disturbed by mining to be reclaimed consistent with the requirements and
standards set forth in Section 82 4 336(2), MCA. Those relevant to SMC’s application to amend its
operating permits include the requirements that 1) disturbed land other than open pits and rock faces
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be reclaimed to comparable utility and stability as that of adjacent areas; 2) a vegetative cover be
established that is appropriate to the approved post mine land use; and 3) that the reclamation plan
provide sufficient measures to ensure public safety and to prevent the pollution of water and
degradation of adjacent lands. As discussed in the rationale for the decision, the selected alternatives
provide for the treatment and disposal of adit and impoundment waters in compliance with the
Montana Water Quality Act, provide for appropriate capping of mine features that will support
vegetation, and address public safety concerns.

Montana Water Quality Act

As discussed in the rationale for decision, the selected alternatives provide for the treatment and
disposal of adit and impoundment waters in compliance with the Montana Water Quality Act. Methods
of water routing, treatment, and disposal used in the selected alternatives are not prescriptive. That is,
SMC can use any and all of its water management systems as needed to comply with water quality
standards and limits set forth in its MPDES permits.

Montana Pollution Discharge Elimination System

An MPDES Permit is required for all discharges to surface water. Both mines hold site specific MPDES
permits for discharges to their respective streams (East Boulder MPDES Permit # MT 0026808; Stillwater
MPDES Permit # MT 0024716). SMC holds two General Permit for Storm Water Discharge Associated
with Mining (Permit MTR–300017and MTR–300226). SMC also has approved StormWater Pollution
Prevention Plans for both mines. Selected alternatives will comply with provisions of the Montana
Pollution Discharge Elimination System permitting requirements.

Clean Air Act of Montana

SMC holds Montana Air Quality Permits #OP2459 03, and #2653 05. SMC previous emissions have been
within air quality standards. Increased production of platinum and palladium ore is not proposed as a
part of this Proposed Actions. Since the level of ore production and associated mining activity will not
change under the selected alternatives, emission levels will continue to be within ambient air quality
standards.

Montana Hard Rock Impact Act

The Stillwater and East Boulder mines have approved Hard Rock Impact Plans. Implementation of the
selected alternatives will not substantially increase employment at either mine. The selected
alternatives will comply with the existing SMC Hard Rock Impact Plans.

Private Property Assessment Act

Imposition of the Preferred Alternatives and the mitigations/stipulations described above will not have a
takings or damaging implications. Any new disturbances which may result from these decisions will
occur on lands owned by the SMC or managed in trust by the Montana Department of Natural
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Resources and Conservation. There are no adverse effects to private property resulting from these
decisions.

Reclamation Financial Guarantee

SMC is required to post and maintain a reclamation bond that will be jointly held by DEQ and USFS. The
bond may not be less than the estimated cost to ensure compliance with SMC’s state operating permits,
federal plans of operations, and applicable state and federal laws, regulations and administrative rules.

The need to modify to Stillwater’s operating permits was first identified during an annual bond review
conducted by the agencies in February of 2000. The agencies determined that a ‘337’ review was
needed to address water management issues. Section 82 4 337(4), MCA, provides, in part, that a
reclamation plan may be modified by the department, upon proper application of the permittee or after
timely notice and opportunity for hearing when the previously adopted reclamation plan is impossible
or impracticable to maintain. SMC subsequently submitted the applications to amend its operating
plans to address closure and post closure issues that are the subject of this decision. Given the
modifications to SMC’s operating permits reflected in this decision, DEQ has determined that an
increase in SMC’s bonding level may be necessary.

Therefore, DEQ is conducting a comprehensive bond review under Section 82 4 338(3)(a), MCA. The
amount of the bond will be determined according to the procedure set forth in that statutory provision.

The bond calculations and supporting details will be on file and available at the DEQ and USFS upon
request.

ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW OR APPEAL OPPORTUNITIES

US Forest Service

Copies of the Stillwater Mining Company’s Revised Water Management Plan and Boe Ranch LAD FEIS
are available for review at Absarokee High School Library, Billings Parmly Library, Carnegie Public Library
in Big Timber, Montana State Library in Helena, Montana Technical Library in Butte,, Stillwater County
Library in Columbus,, University of Montana Mansfield Library in Missoula, and the Custer National
Forest offices in Billings and Red Lodge. It may also be accessed on the worldwide web through the
Montana Department of Environmental Quality web page at http://deq.mt.gov/eis.mcpx ;the Custer
National Forest website at http://www.fs.usda.gov/custer; and the Gallatin National Forest website at
http://www/fs/usda.gov/gallatin

Additional printed or electronic (on compact disc) copies of this ROD and the FEIS and are available upon
request. The supporting project record is available for review at the Forest Supervisor’s Office for the
Custer National Forest, 1310 Main St., Billings, Montana 59105 or from the Montana Department of
Environmental Quality, Environmental Management Bureau located at 1520 East Sixth Avenue, PO Box
200901, Helena, MT. 59620 0901.USFS decisions documented in this ROD are subject to appeal
pursuant to the regulations at 36 CFR 215. A written appeal must be submitted within 45 days following
the publication date of the legal notice of these decisions in the Stillwater County News, Carbon County
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News, Billings Gazette, Big Timber Pioneer, Bozeman Daily Chronicle, and Helena Independent Record. It
is the responsibility of the appellant to ensure their appeal meets the content requirements and is
received in a timely manner. The publication date of the legal notice of these decisions in the
newspapers of record is the exclusive means for calculating the time to file an appeal. Appellants should
not rely on date or timeframe information provided by any other source.

Paper appeals must be submitted, or delivered in person between 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., to either of
the following locations:

USDA Forest Service, Northern Region
ATTN: Appeal Deciding Officer
P.O. Box 7669
Missoula, Montana 59807

USDA Forest Service, Northern Region
ATTN: Appeal Deciding Officer
200 East Broadway
Missoula, Montana 59802

If an appellant chooses to file an electronic appeal, it must be submitted to appeals northern regional
office@fs.fed.us. In electronic appeals, the subject line should contain the name of the project being
appealed, in this case, Stillwater Mining Company’s Revised Water Management Plans and Boe Ranch
LAD FEIS. An automated response will confirm your electronic appeal has been received. Electronic
appeals must be submitted in MS Word, WordPerfect, or rich text format (RTF).
It is the appellant’s responsibility to provide sufficient project or activity specific evidence and rationale,
focusing on the decision, to show why my decision should be reversed. The appeal must be filed with
the Appeal Deciding Officer in writing. At a minimum, the appeal must meet the content requirements
of 36 CFR 215.14, and include the following information:

• The appellant’s name and address, with a telephone number, if available,

• A signature, or other verification of authorship upon request (a scanned signature for electronic mail
may be filed with the appeal),

• When multiple names are listed on an appeal, identification of the lead appellant and verification of
the identity of the lead appellant upon request,

• The name of the project or activity for which the decision was made, the name and title of the
Responsible Official, and the date of the decision,

•The regulation under which the appeal is being filed.

•Any specific change(s) in the decision that the appellant seeks and the rationale for those changes,

•Any portion(s) of the decision with which the appellant disagrees, and explanation for the
disagreement,
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•Why the appellant believes the Responsible Official’s decision failed to consider the substantive
comments, and,

•How the appellant believes the decision specifically violates law, regulation, or policy.

Implementation

If no appeal is received, implementation of the decisions may occur on, but not before, five business
days from the close of the appeal filing period. When appeals are filed, implementation may occur on,
but not before, the fifteenth business day following the date of the last appeal disposition.

For additional information concerning these decisions or the USFS appeal process, contact Pat Pierson,
Geologist, Supervisor’s Office, Custer National Forest, 1310 Main Street, Billings, MT, 59105, 406 255
1441 or Peter Werner at the Gallatin National Forest, P.O. Box 130, Bozeman MT 59771, 406 587 6962.

DEQ

Under Montana state law, this record is subject to court appeal by the applicant and other parties for 90
days after issuance of the operating permit amendment. An applicant for a permit amendment may
request an administrative hearing on a denial of the application within 30 days of written notice of the
denial. An action alleging failure to comply with the Montana Environmental Policy Act must be brought
within 60 days after issuance of this ROD. Notice of permit amendment issuance will be published in
Stillwater County News, Carbon County News, Billings Gazette, Big Timber Pioneer, Bozeman Daily
Chronicle, and Helena Independent Record.

For additional information concerning these decisions or the DEQ appeal process, contact Kristi,
Ponozzo, Director’s Office, DEQ, 1520 E. Sixth Avenue, Helena, MT, 406 444 2813.
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