
CHECKLIST ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

Northwestern Energy, Gas line relocation & Gate Station easement 

Date: 12/1/2015 
Northwestern Energy 
Township I South, Range 5 East, Section 36 
Gallatin 

Northwestern energy is in process 
Tl S, 36 referred to as 

ta1",'-vt1" to the state since it limits 
line Northwestern has nrr""'"~"'n 

Il. PROJECT DEVELOPMENT 

Lessee 

of Bozeman 

North Park group 

line. 

on 

OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES WITH LIST OF PERMITS NEEDED: 
nlYl"PP.mPiVJt with US. Forest 3A Air 

boundaries of the all be 
of Bozeman. 

ALTERNATIVE DEVELOPMENT: 

Alternative A - Grant the easement and allow the relocation of the gas distribution line. 

Alternative B Not the easement and leave the as is. 



Ill. IMP ACTS ON THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

• RESOURCES potentially impacted are listed on the form, followed by common issues that would be 
considered. 

e1 Explain POTENTIAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATIONS following each resource heading. 
• Enter "NONE" If no impacts are identified or the resource is not present. 

4. GEOLOGY AND SOIL QUALITY, STABILITY AND MOISTURE: 
Consider the presence of fragile, compactable or unstable soils. Identify unusual geologic features. Specify 
any special reclamation considerations. Identify direct, indirect, and cumulative effects to soils. 

The USDA soil survey 
Silt Loams. 

Alternative A - The this 

Alternative B - The '-'""'""'u"'lo', Silt Loam is rated as "Prime Farmland" which the USDA defines as 
food, 

resources. Consider the 
rnn•Y1111w~1 contaminant or tfp.ar11ti,1fifin 

Mandeville crosses the State tract 
Mandeville creek is 

the Bozeman and MSU. 

Alternative A - The gas distribution line 
be to contribute to water 

to north near the center 
as due ~ra.r!A;m 

cross Mandeville Creek under the creek 

of 

would not 

Alternative B - The land continue to be cultivated and the stream remain buffered the unformed 

The 
with 

land in which it is located. 

of Bozeman and Interstate 90. Commercial 
The 

Alternative A - Gas line installation will introduce dust to the 
once the disturbed will be 

2 

slash 

IS 

to be short tenn since 



Alternative B The fields would continue to be cultivated, introducing the associated particulates the 
airshed. 

7. VEGETATION 
What changes would the action cause to vegetative communities? Consider rare plants or cover types that 
would be affected. Identify direct, indirect, and cumulative effects to vegetation. 

There are no rare plants on the easement site; it is in small grain production. 

Alternative A - Once completed the ground would continue to be able to be used for agricultural 

Alternative B - Continued grain production. 

8. 

fauna such as small animals are 

continue to able to be used 

FRAGILE OR LIMITED ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES: 
threatened or 

Determine to wetlands. Consider Sensitive or 
and cumulative to and their habitat 
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and disturbance-causing activities 
through August 15 each year. 

1h mile of the nest are typically prohibited from 1 

A Granting gas distribution line easement as proposed would pose no direct adverse 
effects to the nesting eagle pair. However, the activities involved in relocating and installing the gas 
distribution line may adversely affect the nesting pair. DNRC is currently in process of applying 
for an incidental take permit from U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to address activities near the nest. 
However, until the appropriate permitting is secured by DNRC, it is the sole responsibility of the 
easement holder conducting any activities associated installation or relocation of the gas line to 

the protections afforded the eagles aforementioned acts. 

resources. 

6, 2005 Patrick 

Alternative No effects are 

Alternative B - No effects are 

IS a 
on the site will have to meet 

Alternative A -
is installed. 

Alternative B - The 

the easements will allow 

be to occur more with the initial 
~rr,~0""• where access exists. 
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12. DEMANDS ON ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES OF LAND, WATER, AIR OR ENERGY: 
Determine the amount of limited resources the project would require. Identijj; other activities nearby that 
the project would affect. Jdentijj; direct, indirect, and cumulative effects to environmental resources. 

The tract is composed of prime agricultural farmland and a riparian corridor; it is also zoned by the City of 
Bozeman for industrial use and identified as the only large location within the City that would accommodate this 
growth. 

Alternative A - Allowing the relocation and granting the easements would facilitate upgrading and 
maintenance of an existing gas service and increase the usable land on State ownership. 

Alternative B - Not the relocation and granting the easements cause the gas line to be upgraded 
usability of the land over the easement. 

13. OTHER ENVIRONMENT AL DOCUMENTS PERTINENT TO THE AREA: 
on 

state actions in 
area that are under MEP A review 

The Bozeman Solvent Site - The site is 
Solvent Site. 

the Controlled Groundwater Area 

Assessment 

- December 1, 20 3 

of Bozeman Road Easements of Wheat Drive and Flora Land. -

Alternative B - No effects are 
assessment. 

considered. 
-'-"-"U'~"" POTENTIAL IMPACTS AND 

HUMAN HEALTH AND SAFETY: 
any 

the Bozeman Solvent Site. 
Assessment and the 

with the Bozeman Solvent or 

to occur as a result 
uv•J0t:u state actions in the 

any state agency. 

Bozeman 

2014 

be 

Alternative A - the relocation of the gas and the easements would not 
have an on the human 

of the gas line and the easements would not 
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15. COMMERCIAL AND ACTIVITIES AND PRODUCTION: 
JdentifY how the project would add to or alter these activities. 

The North Park Properties are in agricultural production, but are zoned as for use. These 
properties have been identified by the City of Bozeman as the largest parcel available to support industrial 
development in the Bozeman city limits. The City of Bozeman and the DNRC have worked as m 
developing concepts for industrial development of these lands. 

Alternative A - The site is zoned for light manufacturing and commercial development. Granting of the 
easements and allowing the relocation of the gas line will increase usable developable ground under state 
ownership. 

Alternative B - Current proceeds at a slower rate, until 
urban to continue. 

16. AND DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYMENT: 
create, move or eliminate. and 

cumulative 

a very small number of 
f'oU''"L.UU~H and to a lesser extent elevators and farm 

Alternative A -
have an effect 

Alternative 
have an effect on 

the gas line and 

relocation of the gas line and 

17. LOCAL AND STATE TAX BASE AND TAX REVENUES: 
Estimate tax revenue the would create or eliminate. 
to taxes revenue. 

These are located on State and 

Alternative A­
have an effect on taxes. 

Alternative B - Not 
have an effect on taxes. 

the relocation 

the 

land and 

gas line and 

gas line and 

18. DEMAND FOR GOVERNMENT SERVICES: 
Estimate increases in traffic and changes to 

The 
risk. 

Alternative A -
have an effect on 

etc.? 

have a very low 

services. 
the gas line and 

6 

very 

the easements 

and cumulative 

to the tax rolls. 

the easements would not 

the easements would not 

of a small wildfire 

the easements would not be exJJectea to 



Alternative B - Not allowing the relocation of the gas line and granting the easements would not be expected to 
have an effect on government services. 

LOCALLY ADOPTED ENVIRONMENTAL PLANS AND GOALS: 
List State, County, City, USFS, BLM, Tribal, and other zoning or management plans, and identify how they 
would affect this project. 

City Bozeman and zoned the State and City Land respectively Ml and M2. 

City of Bozeman has established and Way Corridor Zoning effects a portion of these lands. 

the State Trust 

of Bozeman has The 
the DNRC. 

Alternative A the easements each of the local and 

Alternative - Not of the 

ACTIVITIES: 

Alternative A - relocation gas line and the easements 
have an on recreation. 

Alternative B Not the relocation gas line and 
have an effect on Recreation. 

DENSITY AND DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION AND HOUSING: 
Estimate 

Alternative A -
have an effect on 

have an effect on 

Bozeman as M 1 and 

the relocation of the gas line the easements would not 
and of and 

7 

not 

to 

to 



22. SOCIAL STRUCTURES AND MORES: 
Identify potential disruption of native or traditional lifestyles or communities. 

The current agricultural production is in an urbanized area of the city of Bozeman. 

Alternative A-Allowing the relocation of the gas line and granting the easements would not be expected to 
have an effect on social structures and mores. 

Alternative B - Not allowing the relocation of the gas line and granting the easements would not be expected to 
have an effect on social structures and mores. 

23. CULTURAL UNIQUENESS AND DIVERSITY: 
How action any area? 

The tract is but zoned M 
of Bozeman. 

the of Bozeman. There are 

Alternative A - the relocation of the gas line and 

have an 

Estimate the return to the 
the 

The 48 acre 

and 

the relocation of the gas line 
and 

has returned a 1/4 crop 
1.62 per acres to the common trust over the 

3.05 per acre as 
return on the asset would be 

the easements 

a 5 year average of 9.00 or about 
5 years. The land was 

per acre the derived the 

On the south east corner of this tract the DNRC has a 0 acre lot for commercial lease. 
has an annual rental of 58. 3 or 15.81 per acre return. the 

the annual income return on the asset on the is 

Alternative A - The ~~·~•r·~ '"'"'""'"·""" easement would be sold at 
value based on the per acre value tract for a total one time return to the ""''.,."-.c"' 

trust. Once the old gas line is abandoned about l 0 acres would of ~~ ... w .. ~· 

at a current value of $18, 013.05 per acre. 
land 

would continue to return a 1/4 crop share to trust. 
acres of VW'IJ'-''-'''"' at a current value of $1 3 .05 per acre. 

Name: Katie Date: 11120/15 

Title: Bozeman Unit 
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V. FINDING 

25. ALTERNATIVE SELECTED: 

Alternative A - Grant the requested easement and allow the relocation of the gas distribution line. 

With Modifications 

Applicant will be notified of the presence of the nesting eagle pair and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, 
and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (50 CFR 22.26), which afford protections to bald 
eagles that they will be required to apply. 

Applicant must ensure that nesting eagles are minimally disturbed during project operations. 
This must be accomplished by completing necessary project work during an operating window 
from August 16 to January 31. The applicant would have the option to initiate project work 
earlier beginning June 16 if concurrent qualified third-party monitoring is undertaken to 
observe the behavior of the eagles during operations. Should the eagle's behavior indicate that 
activities are incompatible with successful nesting, operations would cease immediately, but 
would be allowed to resume on August 16. 

26. SIGNIFICANCE OF POTENTIAL IMP ACTS: 

I have determined that none of the anticipated environmental impacts outlined in the EA are significant 

according to the criteria outlined in ARM 36.2.524. I find that no impacts are regarded as severe, enduring, 

geographically widespread, or frequent. Further, I find that granting the easements is in accordance with the 

City of Bozeman' s long term plans and enhances the DNRC's goals of future parcel development. 

27. NEED FOR FURTHER ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS: 

Oms D More Detailed EA 

EA Checklist Name: 
Approved By: Title: 

DS-252 Version 6-2003 

Craig Campbell 

Bozeman Unit Manager 
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Q No Further Analysis 


