CITY HALL

wwis, o City Of Laurel

PUB. WORKS: 628-7496
WATER OFC.: 628-7431 P.O. Box 10
FAX 628-2241 Laurel, Montana 59044

Office of the Chief
Administrative Officer

March 16, 2015

CTEP Supervisor, CTEP Section
Montana Department of Transportation
2701 Prospect Avenue

PO Box 201001

Helena, MT 59620-1001

Subject: Categorical Exclusion Group (c) Action Letter

Reference:  Federal-aid Project Number: STPE 6999(10)
Federal-aid Project Name: SIDEWALKS Il - LAUREL
MDT Uniform Project Number: 8818

This is a request for the Montana Department of Transportation concurrence that the proposed
project study will not involve unusual circumstances as described in 23 CFR 771.117(b). It
therefore qualifies as a Categorical Exclusion under the provisions of 23 CFR 771.117{c), part
3. The proposed action also qualifies as a Categorical Exclusion under the provisions of ARM
18.2.261 (MCA Sections 75-1-103 and 75-1-201).

In accordance with FHWA's letter (3/29/99) to MDT’s Environmental Services, please notify
FHWA that the proposed action is being processed in accordance with 23 CFR 771.117(c).

@0 N RN,
ignature of Enyironiuental Certifying Official or Chief Elected Official
invsrodive. ey

Type Name and Title

Con%ﬂ% 61’ P o L/ j/j’(ﬁ 2%

Environm:eydl Endineering Section Supervisor Date

cc: Stefan Streeter, MDT, District Administrator — Billings
Ryan Dahlke, MDT, Consultant Design Engineer



Tom Martin, MDT, Bureau Chief — Environmental Services Bureau
Lisa Hurley, MDT, Fiscal Planning Administrator

Mike Wherley, MDT, CTEP Section Supervisor

Legislature, EQC

FHWA - Helena

Heidy Bruner, MDT, Environmental Engineering Section Supervisor
Tom Gocksch, MDT, Billings District Environmental Engineer

Tom Erving, MDT, Fiscal Planning




1. Activities which do not involve or lead directly to construction, such as planning and
technical studies; grants for training and research programs; research activities as
defined in 23 USC 307; approval of a unified work program and any findings required in
the planning process pursuant to 23 USC 134; approval of statewide programs under 23
CFR 630: approval of project concepts under 23 CFR 476; engineering to define the
elements of a proposed action or alternatives so that social, economic and
environmental effects can be assessed; and federal-aid system revisions which establish
classes of highways on the federal-aid highway system.

Approval of utility installations along or across a transportation facility.

Construction of bicycle and pedestrian lanes, paths and facilities.

Activities included in the State's highway safety plan under 23 USC 402 (section 402

funds are no longer available).

5. Transfer of Federal lands pursuant to 23 USC 317 when the subsequent action is not an
FHWA action.

6. The installation of noise barriers or alterations to existing publicly owned buildings to
provide for noise reduction.

7. lLandscaping.

8. Installation of fencing, signs, pavement markings, small passenger shelters, traffic
signals, and railroad warning devices where no substantial land acquisition or traffic
disruption will occur.

9. Emergency repairs under Title 23 USC 125.

10. Acquisition of scenic easements.

11. Determination of payback under 23 CFR 480 for property previously acquired with
federal-aid participation.

12. Improvements to existing rest areas and truck weigh stations.

13. Ride share activities.

14. Bus and rail rehabilitation.

15. Alterations to facilities or vehicles in order to make them accessible for elderly and
handicapped persons.

16. Program administration, technical assistance activities and operating assistance to
transit authorities to continue existing service or increase service to meet routine
changes in demand.

17. The purchase of vehicles by the applicant where the use of these vehicles can be
accommodated by existing facilities or by new facilities which themselves are within a
CE.

18. Track and rail bed maintenance and improvements when carried out within the existing
right-of-way.

19. Purchase and installation of operating or maintenance equipment to be located within
the transit facility and with no significant impacts off the site.

20. Promulgation of rules, regulations and directives.
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ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST

Project Name and Project Number: SIDEWALKS Il - LAUREL, STPE 6999(10)

UPN: 8818

Area of Statutory-Regulatory

SBREICS Review Permits Ci_:l_'ldit!ons arl.dfur Note and Attach
(Provide precise citations for applicable| NIA } po oy ired* | Required* Mitigation Actions | o = o etion
statutes and regulations at the end of Required*
this Checklist.)

1. | Historic Properties (SHPO) X O O O X
2. | Floedplain Management (County) | X O O O O
3. | Wetlands Protection (COE) X O O O O
4. | Noise (DEQ) X O O O O
5. | Air Quality (DEQ) X O O O |
6. |Manmade Hazards

Abandoned Underground Storage |

Tanks > L - O t

Leaking Underground Storage e

Tanks &y O u =

Possible Hazardous Waste Sites | X O O O

Airport Clear Zones X O O O O
7. |Water Quality (DEQ or EPA for reservation projects)

Surface Water/Water Quality X O O [l O

Groundwater & Aquifers' X O O O O
8. | Farmlands X O O [ O
9. | Environmental Justice X O O O O

Threatened or Endangered
10. | Species, Fish & Wildiife X O O O 1

(USF&WS)
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Area of Statutory-Regulatory
Compliance

(Provide precise citations for applicable
statutes and regulations at the end of

this Checklist.)

N/A

Review
Required*

Permits
Required*

Conditions and/or
Mitigation Actions
Required*

Note and Attach
Documentation

1.

Biological Resources - Habitat
containing sensitive species;
either nesting, foraging, or
inhabiting (MDFW&P/MSL)

12.

Is there substantial, local, regional
or other controversy on
environmental grounds?

13.

Section 4(f) - Would project
change use of park, recreation
area, wildlife refuge, or waterfowl
refuge (23 CFR 771.135)?

14.

Section 6(f) — Would project
change use of protected
properties acquired or developed
with Land and Water Conservation
Funds administered by the
Department of Fish, Wildlife and
Parks?

15.

List other agencies contacted.

O

O

O

O

*Attach evidence that required actions have been taken.

! Including the Missoula Sale Source Aquifer; contact the CTEP Section for further information regarding Missoula area projects.

Certification

| certify that the findings on the proceeding Environmental Checklist accurately reflect the status of compliance with
applicable laws and regulations for the proposed transportation project.

&9 \&LNQ WNM_/

|gnature

Yod Sasesons . Uik Pdmioishradive, CCor

Type Name and Title of Environmehtal Certifying Official

Date
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Big Sky. Big Land. Big History.

Montana

Historical Sociely

Historic Preservation
Muserm

Outreach & Interpretation
Publications

:f; i ! Re
R £ search Genter

March 14, 2014 ,-q;%'ﬁ

Crystal Bennett

Great West Engineering
115 N. Broadway, Suite 500
Billings MT 59101

RE: 2014 LAUREL WATER SYSTEM PER. SHPO Project #: 2014031406
Dear Crystal:

| have conducted a cuitural resource file search for the above-cited project. According to our
records there have been several previously recorded sites within the designated search locales.
In addition to the sites there have been a few previously conducted cultural resource
inventories done in the areas. |'ve attached a list of these sites and reports. If you would like
any further information regarding these sites or reports you may contact me at the number
listed below.

It is SHPO’s position that any structure over fifty years of age is considered historic and is
potentially eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. If any structures are to
be altered and are over fifty years old we would recommend that they be recorded and a
determination of their eligibility be made.

We feel that the majority of impraovements to the distribution systems are located within
previously disturbed areas, and that there is a low likelihood cultural properties will be
impacted. However, in two of the locations there seems to have been little disturbance, or
there are sites within the areas. These are the areas of the new water tank location, its new
transmission line, as well as the potential water treatment plant expansion area.

There are two historic irrigation ditches which are located within preferred transmission main
location from the new water tank. 24YL0276 is the historic Cove Ditch, and 24YLO662 is the
historic High Ditch. Also, between the existing Water Treatment plant and the potential
expansion area is site 24YL0171, the historic Canyon Creek Ditch, All three of these ditches are
eligible for listing on the National Register. We would ask that our office be contacted If any
disturbance or alteration is to occur on these ditches.

225 North Roberts Street
F.O. Box 201201

Helena, MT 5g620-1201
(406) 444-2694

(406) 444-2696 Fax
montanahistoricalsociety.org



Historie Preservation

Big Sky. Big Land. Big History. Museum

Montana Outreach & Interpretation

Historical Society Publications
Research Center

Based on the lack of previous inventory and the ground disturbance required by the new water
tank and its transmission main we feel that they have the potential to impact cultural
Properties. We, therefore, recommend that a cultural resource inventory be conducted in
these areas in order to determine whether or not sites exist and if they will be impacted.

We would also ask that you contact Lora Mattox at the Yellowstone Historic Preservation
Program for any concerns that she may have regarding this project. She may be reached at
2825 3™ Ave. North, 4™ Floor, Billings, MT 59101

If you have any further questions or comments You may contact me at (406) 444-7767 or by e-
mail at dmurdo@mt.gov. | have attached an invoice for the file search. Thank you for
consulting with us.

Sincerely,

Damon Murdo
Cultural Records Manager
State Historic Preservation Office

cc: Lora Mattox, Billings-Laurel-Yellowstone County Preservation Officer

File: DEQ/AIR&WATER WASTE MNG/2014

225 North Roberts Street
P.O. Box 201201

Helena, MT 59620-1201
(406) 444-2604

(406) 444-2696 rax
montanahistoricalsociety.org



BigSlky.BigLand BigHisury. ST'A TE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE
Montana

vl Soceiety

Cultural Resource Information Systems

CRIS Township, Range, Section Report Report Date:
03/14/7

Bite # Twp Rng Sec Q8 Site Typel Bite Type 2 Time Period Owner NR Status
24YL1616 2s 4B 1 FE Kigtoric Outbtuildings Historlc l'ore Than Gne PTi ate Ineligible
24YL161E x5 248 i WE Kistoric cutbuildings mu iiore Than Ome Private Ineligible
24¥L1618 28 4E w  sE Historic Resitence Historic Outbuildings Hist.ric More Than One Private Ineligible
24Y11618 25 HE w0 se Historic Reaidence Historic Outhaildings Hlstoric Nore Than Cne Pri-ate Ineligible
A4YL1613 25 ME 10 sw Historic Hotel/Motel all Historic More Than One Frivate o
24¥L1617 as 24E 10 8w Historic Commercial Kull Histeric More Than One Private Ingligible
2412617 28 4E PO Flstoric Commercial Nall Higtoric More Than Cme Private Ineligible
24YL1613 28 ME 10 8w m-t;'-u_:tnuml Rull Historic More Than Ome Private (=]
24Y13624 28 24E 10 sW :l.::gx.tc Apaxtment fiatoric Outbuildings Blatoric More Then One Privacte Ineligible
24¥L1614 2s nE 0 sW ga_mse Apartment Hiatoric Outbuildings Historic ¥ore Than One Private Ineligibla -
24YL1615 28 uE 10 sw I.l.-t;ric Hotel/Motal Full Bintoric ¥ere Than Ona Private Tneligibla
24YL1IELS 28 4E 10 8w mistorie Rotel/Motel Hull Historic o Than One Privatce Ineligible
24¥L0277 25 ME 10 gomk  Fistoric Railroed Ball Historic Movs Than Cne Private =]
24¥LO1E3 2.8 UE 10 comb  Historie Irrigation Rull Historic Period ¥No Data Unresalved
24YLOLTL 2s 24E 11 pomb  Historic Irrigatica il Higtoric More Than One Private co
24YLO2E2 28 24E 11 cosb  histoxie Irrigatien Hull Historic Period ¥o Data Unreasolved
24YL0277 25 248 11 cowb  Histeric Railrond Hull Historic \ore Than Cne Private -]
247L0171 28 4E 15 comb  Historic Irrigacion wull Historic ¥ore Than One Private o
24TLOEES ) HE 15 ocomb  Historic Irrigation ®ull :‘;‘Zﬂ"“ Hore Than ome Pri' ate o

= 24YL0175 F] ME 15 8 Ristorie wall uae-;ue Pri ate undetermined

_Vehirular/Ponr Bridae

24¥LO1E1 P ME 15 comb Aisteric Irrication Historic Agricultura Historic More Than ane Frivate oo
24¥L0L72 38 ME 15 Hiptexric agriculture ;-;;;le Irrigation 1850-1892 No Data undetarnined
24¥L1522 18 4E 16 Comb  Historic Railroad, Hull Blgtoric Viore Than Cna Private =]
26710171 28 4E 16  Comh w Rull Ristoric ! >re Than One Frivate o
20YL0663 28 ME 16 Comb mn;e Irrigation mll Bigroric #ore Than One Private oD
24YL1955 28 24E 16 W Historic District il I_l‘il:c‘\ﬂe Hore Than One Dther HR Lisced
24711793 28 HE 5 W Historic Oas Station g.htor“ Comminreial Historic More Than ana Privata R Listed
24YL1758 28 24E 16 W Historie Rotel/watel Historic hrchitecture Rigtoric Moxa Than Ona Private FR Liated
24YL1786 28 248 16 W Higtoric Rosldence Ristoric Archirecture Historic Moxe Than One Prirate ¥R Listed
24YLO9SO as M4E 16 Historic Hotel/Motel Rull Historic More Then One Private imdetarmined
24VLO164 28 4B 16 SE Histeric Architecture  Historic Residemn 1820-1830 Private undetermined
ATLOLES 15 M“E 16 8® Mistoric Archirecture  Hlet ric Residencn 1929-1530 Pri ate undatermined
24VL0166 28 HE 16 SE Ristoric Architecturs  Historlc Residence 1920-1530 Private undeternined
24YL0173 F] ME 16 &5 Ristoric Architecture  Ristoric Residence Historic Period Private undetarmined
24TL0174 28 ME 16 = Historic Architecture Aistoric Resilence 1920-1930 " rrivate undetermined
24410167 28 HE 16 &= Historic Campmite Historic Reaidence 1920-1530 Private undetermined
24¥11778 28 ME 16 SE :i‘::.gin:{::‘l:‘llm- Ristoric Architecture Histaric More Than One Private undetermined
14¥1.0277 28 ME 16 comb  Mistoric Railrosd Fall Blacoric vare Than One Private 2]




BigloBigLand Bighlo. G T H1YGTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE
Montana Cultural Resource Annotated Bibliography System

Historical Society CRABS Township, Range, Section R

Report Date;
03/14/2

Township: 2 8 Range:24E Section: 8
AXLINE JON A.

2 /10,/1997 LAUREL MUBEUM & POLICE HEADQUARTERS

CRABS Document Number: YL 4 18744 Agency Document Number: STPE 69999 (3)
Township: 2 8 Range:34E Section: 9
FANDRICH BLAIN ET AL.

7 /4 /2000 LAUREL MONTANA: CULTURAL RESOURCE INVENTORY ALONG EIGHTH AVENUE WEST BETWEEN MAIN
STREET AND WEST EIGHTH STREET, YELLOWSTONE COUNTY

CRABS Document Number: YL 4 23065 Agency Document Numbar:
Township: 2 8 Range:24E Saction: 10
DEAVER KEN

10 /1 /1895 PROPOSED EXPRESS FPIPELINE PROJECT - WITH ADDENDUM 6/$5 AND PALRONTOLOGICAL
LOCATIONS (**9EE ALSO REPORT# 16123 FOR ADDITIONAL PROPERTIES AND LEGAL LOCATIONS)

CRABS Document Number: 22 2 17350 Agency Document Number:
Township: 2 8 Range:24E 8ection: 10
FANDRICH BLAIN

9 15,2005 LAUREL TURN LANE: A CULTURAL RESOURCE INVENTORY ALONG EAST MAIN STREET FROM ALDER
AVENUE TO MILWAUKEE ROAD TO LAUREL, MONTANA

CRABS Document Number: YL 4 28154 Agency Document Number: STPHS 4-2(22)55
Township: 2 § Range:24E Section: 10
CAYWOOD JANENE M., ET AL.

1 /6 /1984 CULTURAL RESOURCE INVENTORY BRIDGER TO LAUREL TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT

CRABS Document Number: CB 6 1609 Agency Document Number:
Township: 2 &8 Range:24E Section: 11
FREDLUND LYNN B.

12 /18,1985 CULTURAL RESOURCE INVENTORY AND ASSESSMENT: LAUREL EAST - MOSSMAIN

CRABE Document Number: YL 4 10686 Agency Document Number: F4-2 ()55
Township: 2 8 Ranga:24E Section: 11
FANDRICH BLAIN

$ 15,2005 LAUREL TURN LANE: A CULTURAL RESOURCE INVENTORY ALONG EAST MATN STREET FROM ALDER
AVENUE TO MILWAUKEE ROAD TO LAUREL, MONTANA

CRABS Document Number: YL 4 2B154 Agency Document Number: STPHS 4-2(22)55
Township: 2 § Range:24E Bection: 15 T
LIGHT TIMOTHY

12 /19,1990 CULTURAL RESOURCE INVENTORY, LAUREL-BRIDGER 100 KV TRANSMISSION LINE (LBTL),
YELLOWSTONE AND CARBON COUNTIES, MONTANA

CRABS Document Number: YL 6 11528 Agency Document Number:
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION By (ST S
Memorandum
Ta: Ross Tervo, CTEP Coordinator
Consultant Design Bureau
From: Jon Axline, Historian &w—
Environmental Services
Date: July 18, 2014
Subject: STPE
Sidewalks I — Laurel
UPN 8818

Yellowstone County and the City of Laurel have proposed a CTEP project to design and
construct ADA compliant sidewalks, ADA crossings, a retaining wall, and curb and
gutter at six locations in Laurel. There are historic properties at nearly all thosc locations,
but as long as the work is confined to the existing Right-of-Way, ne Section 106
compliance is necessary for this CTEP project.

If you have any questions, please contact me at 6258.

Copies: Bill Semmens, Resources Section Supervisor




