
60th Legislature HJ0016

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF

MONTANA URGING THAT THE REVISION OF THE CRIMINAL CODES WITHIN TITLE 87 OF THE MONTANA

CODE ANNOTATED BE GIVEN PRIORITY .

WHEREAS, the hunting and fishing heritage of Montana recreationists means that a large number of

Montanans are subject to the fish and game laws; and

WHEREAS, there are a large number of fish and game bills every session and significant changes to the

fish and game laws are enacted at each session; and

WHEREAS, the law school and other entities have expressed the desire to assist the Legislative Branch

in long-term projects related to Montana law; and

WHEREAS, practitioners, judges, and citizens find that the criminal codes intertwined within Title 87 of

the Montana Code Annotated are difficult to read, understand, and prosecute.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE

STATE OF MONTANA:

 That priority be given to a revision of the criminal codes regarding fish, wildlife, and parks violations that

are contained in Title 87 of the Montana Code Annotated and that the revision be proposed to the 2009

Legislature.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that entities interested in a proposed revision of the criminal codes in Title

87 are encouraged to participate in the proposed revision.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that revisions will not include policy changes to current laws and will

adhere to the intent of the legislatures that crafted the laws.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks, the Attorney General,

and the Montana Magistrates Association join in requesting the Montana Supreme Court to appoint a Fish,

Wildlife, and Parks Criminal Code Revision Commission to oversee and direct a revision.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Attorney General's Office, the Legislative Services Division, the

Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks, the Montana Magistrates Association, and the Montana County Attorneys
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Association assist and participate in the proposed revision.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Law School at the University of Montana-Missoula be requested

to provide assistance and participate in the proposed revision.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that funding for the revision project and the Fish, Wildlife, and Parks

Criminal Code Revision Commission will be absorbed by the Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks without

additional funds.

- END -
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I hereby certify that the within joint resolution,

HJ 0016, originated in the House.

Chief Clerk of the House

Speaker of the House

Signed this day

of , 2019.

President of the Senate

Signed this day

of , 2019.
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