
63rd Legislature SB0297

AN ACT ESTABLISHING LIMITATIONS ON THE PAYMENTS NEGOTIATED FOR PROVIDER AGREEMENTS;

AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1.  Limitations of provider agreements. (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a

provider who has entered into a provider agreement with a person as defined in 33-1-202 is not required to

provide a discount or accept payment at the rate agreed to in the provider agreement for health care services that

are provided to an insured individual if the payment for the services is made directly or indirectly or is otherwise

required to be made:

(a)  under casualty insurance as described in 33-1-206; or

(b)  under property insurance as described in 33-1-210.

(2)  Insurance payments made to a provider of health care services under subsection (1) must be paid

according to the terms of the applicable policy or in accordance with any written agreement or contract existing

between the provider and the insurer or a person contractually engaged by the insurer to perform services or an

insurance function for the insurer. This section does not prohibit negotiations regarding the amount of the billed

charges or a reasonable request for additional information or documents in order to evaluate the claim.

(3)  An insurer making payment on a claim under a disability insurance policy, member contract, health

benefit plan, group health plan, blanket disability insurance policy as defined in 33-22-601, or other medical

coverage shall credit toward satisfaction of the insured's deductible, copayment, or coinsurance, if any, any

payment made by a casualty or property insurer but only if the payment to be credited is applied to a covered

medical expense under the terms of the applicable health policy.

(4)  The provisions of this section apply regardless of whether the insured may be considered a

third-party beneficiary of the provider agreement.

Section 2.  Codification instruction. (1) [Section 1] is intended to be codified as an integral part of Title
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33, chapter 1, and the provisions of Title 33, chapter 1, apply to [section 1].

(2)  [Section 1] is intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 50, chapter 4, and the provisions of

Title 50, chapter 4, apply to [section 1].

Section 3.  Severability. If a part of [this act] is invalid, all valid parts that are severable from the invalid

part remain in effect. If a part of [this act] is invalid in one or more of its applications, the part remains in effect in

all valid applications that are severable from the invalid applications.

Section 4.  Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval.

- END -
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I hereby certify that the within bill,

SB 0297, originated in the Senate.

Secretary of the Senate

President of the Senate

Signed this day

of , 2013.

Speaker of the House

Signed this day

of , 2013.
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