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SENATE BILL NO. 3441

INTRODUCED BY C. VINCENT2

3

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT PROVIDING A PUBLIC SCOPING PROCESS FOR CERTAIN LAND4

ACQUISITIONS BY THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS; AMENDING SECTION 87-1-218,5

MCA; AND PROVIDING A TERMINATION DATE."6

7

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:8

9

Section 1.  Section 87-1-218, MCA, is amended to read:10

"87-1-218.  Notice of proposed land acquisitions. (1) For all land acquisitions proposed pursuant to11

87-1-209, the department shall provide notice to the board of county commissioners in the county where the12

proposed acquisition is located.13

(2)  The notice must be provided at least 30 days before the proposed acquisition appears before the14

commission for its consent.15

(3)  The notice must include:16

(a)  a description of the proposed acquisition, including acreage and the use proposed by the department;17

(b)  an estimate of the measures and costs the department plans to undertake in furtherance of the18

proposed use, including operating, staffing, and maintenance costs;19

(c)  an estimate of the property taxes payable on the proposed acquisition and a statement that if the20

department acquires the land pursuant to 87-1-603, the department would pay a sum equal to the amount of21

taxes that would be payable on the county assessment of the property if it was taxable to a private citizen; and22

(d)  a draft agenda of the meeting at which the proposed acquisition will be presented to the commission23

and information on how the board of county commissioners may provide comment.24

(4)  For all land acquisitions of 640 acres or greater proposed pursuant to 87-1-209, the department shall:25

(a)  conduct a public scoping process to identify issues and concerns as the initial phase of an26

environmental review pursuant to Title 75, chapter 1, part 2;27

(b)  provide the public with sufficient notice of the proposed acquisition and an opportunity to provide input28

on reasonable alternatives, mitigation measures, issues, and potential impacts to be addressed in the29

environmental review; and30
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(c)  respond to comments received during the public scoping process as part of the environmental review1

document."2

3

NEW SECTION.  Section 2.  Saving clause. [This act] does not affect rights and duties that matured,4

penalties that were incurred, or proceedings that were begun before [the effective date of this act].5

6

NEW SECTION.  Section 3.  Termination. [This act] terminates September 30, 2015.7

- END -8
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