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HOUSE BILL NO. 284
INTRODUCED BY K. DUDIK, R. PEPPERS, SWANDAL

ABILLFORANACTENTITLED:"AN ACT PROMOTING SAFE SCHOOLS AND CREATING THE BULLY-FREE

MONTANA ACT,; PROVIDING DEFINITIONS; PROHIBITING BULLYING OF STUDENTS; REQUIRINGEACH

REDRESS."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Short title. [Sections 1 through 4 5 4] may be cited as the "Bully-Free

Montana Act".

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Definitions. (1) "Bullying” means any harassment, intimidation, hazing, or

threatening, insulting, or demeaning gesture or physical contact, including any intentional written, verbal, or

electronic communication or threat directed against a student eREMPLOYEE that is repeated-or-has-the-potentiat
to-berepeated-overtime PERSISTENT, SEVERE, OR REPEATED and that:

(a) causes a stutdent PERSON STUDENT physical harm, damages a student's PERSON'S STUDENT'S property,

or places a student PERSON STUDENT in reasonable fear of harm to the student PERSON STUDENT or the student's

PERSON'S STUDENT'S property;

(b) creates a hostile environment by interfering with or denying a student's access to an educational

opportunity or benefit; ef OR

(c) substantially and materially disrupts the orderly operation of a school=er

(2) The term includes retaliation against a victim or witness who reports information about an act of

bullying and includes acts of hazing associated with athletics or school-sponsored organizations or groups.
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NEW SECTION. Section 3. Bullying of student prohibited. {3} Bullying of a student enrolled in a
public K-12 erPK-12-schooternonpublic-aceredited school by another student or an employee is prohibited:
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NEW SECTION. SECTION 4. ENFORCEMENT -- EXHAUSTION OF ADMINISTRATIVE REMEDIES NOTREQUIRED.

A PERSON ALLEGING A VIOLATION OF [SECTIONS 1 THROUGH 5 4] MAY BRING-AN-ACHONN-DISTRICF-COURTFO-ENJOIN

¥ SEEKREDRESS UNDER ANY AVAILABLE

LAW, EITHER CIVIL OR CRIMINAL, AFTER EXHAUSTING ALL ADMINISTRATIVE REMEDIES PRIORTOBRINGINGTHEACTON.

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Codification instruction. [Sections 1 through 4 5 4] are intended to be

codified as an integral part of Title 20, chapter 5, and the provisions of Title 20, chapter 5, apply to [sections 1
through 4 5 4].
- END -
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