65th Legislature HB0118

AN ACT REVISING THE STATE SUICIDE PREVENTION PROGRAM; CLARIFYING THE DUTIES OF THE
SUICIDE PREVENTION OFFICER; ESTABLISHING REQUIREMENTS FOR SUICIDE PREVENTION GRANTS;
IMPLEMENTING PORTIONS OF THE MONTANA NATIVE YOUTH SUICIDE REDUCTION STRATEGIC PLAN;
PROVIDING APPROPRIATIONS; AMENDING SECTIONS 53-6-1201 AND 53-21-1101, MCA; AND PROVIDING
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 53-21-1101, MCA, is amended to read:

"53-21-1101. Suicide prevention officer -- duties. (1) The department of public health and human
services shall implement a suicide prevention program by-Jantatry-1,2608—Fheprogrammustbe administered
by a suicide prevention officer attached to the office of the director of the department.

(2) The suicide prevention officer shall:

(a) coordinate all suicide prevention activities being conducted by the department, including activities
in the addictive and mental disorders division, the health resources division, and the public health and safety
division, and coordinate with any suicide prevention activities that are conducted by other state agencies,
including the office of the superintendent of public instruction, the department of corrections, the department of
military affairs, and the university system;

(b) develop a biennial suicide reduction plan that addresses reducing suicides by Montanans of all ages,

ethnic groups, and occupations;

(c) direct a statewide suicide prevention program with evidence-based activities that include but are not
limited to:

(i) conducting statewide public awareness campaigns aimed at normalizing the need for all Montanans

to address mental health problems and utilizing both paid and free media, including digital and social media, and
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including input from government agencies, school representatives from elementary schools through higher
education, mental health advocacy groups, veteran groups, and other relevant nonprofit organizations;

(ii) initiating, in partnership with Montana's tribes and tribal organizations, a public awareness program
that is culturally appropriate and that utilizes the modalities best suited for Indian country;

(i) seeking opportunities for research that will improve understanding of suicide in Montana and provide
increased suicide-related services;

(iv) training for medical professionals, military personnel, school personnel, social service providers, and
the general public on recognizing the early warning signs of suicidality, depression, and other mental illnesses;
and

(v) providing grants to

ststain-existing-sticide-prevention—activittes entities including but not limited to tribes, tribal and urban health

organizations, local governments, schools, health care providers, professional associations, and other nonprofit

and community organizations for development or expansion of evidence-based suicide prevention programs in

accordance with the requirements of [section 2]."

Section 2. Suicide prevention grants. (1) The department of public health and human services shall
administer a grant program from funds appropriated by the legislature for suicide prevention activities pursuant
to this section.

(2) (a) To be eligible for a grant under this section, an entity shall demonstrate credible evidence to the
department that the activity to be funded is effective in preventing suicide.

(b) An activity must be considered effective if it meets one or more of the following criteria:

(i) it has been cited as effective by peer-reviewed research or literature;

(ii) it was a formally adopted recommendation of the Montana suicide review team established in section
3, Chapter 353, Laws of 2013; or

(iii) it increases knowledge of and response to adverse childhood experiences.

Section 3. Section 53-6-1201, MCA, is amended to read:

"53-6-1201. Special revenue fund -- health and medicaid initiatives. (1) There is a health and
medicaid initiatives account in the state special revenue fund established by 17-2-102. This account is to be
administered by the department of public health and human services.

(2) There must be deposited in the account:
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(&) money from cigarette taxes deposited under 16-11-119(1)(d);

(b) money from taxes on tobacco products other than cigarettes deposited under 16-11-119(3)(b); and

(c) any interest and income earned on the account.

(3) This account may be used only to provide funding for:

() the state funds necessary to take full advantage of available federal matching funds in order to
administer the plan and maximize enroliment of eligible children under the healthy Montana kids plan, provided
for under Title 53, chapter 4, part 11, and to provide outreach to the eligible children;

(b) a new need-based prescription drug program established by the legislature for children, seniors,
chronically ill, and disabled persons that does not supplant similar services provided under any existing program;

(c) increased medicaid services and medicaid provider rates. The increased revenue is intended to
increase medicaid services and medicaid provider rates and not to supplant the general fund in the trended
traditional level of appropriation for medicaid services and medicaid provider rates.

(d) an offset to loss of revenue to the general fund as a result of new tax credits;

(e) funding new programs to assist eligible small employers with the costs of providing health insurance
benefits to eligible employees;

(f) the cost of administering the tax credit, the purchasing pool, and the premium incentive payments and
premium assistance payments as provided in Title 33, chapter 22, part 20; and

(g) providing a state match for the medicaid program for premium incentive payments or premium
assistance payments to the extent that a waiver is granted by federal law as provided in 53-2-216; and

(h) _grants to schools for suicide prevention activities, for the biennium beginning July 1, 2017.

(4) (a) On or before July 1, the budget director shall calculate a balance required to sustain each
program in subsection (3) for each fiscal year of the biennium. If the budget director certifies that the reserve
balance will be sufficient, then the agencies may expend the revenue for the programs as appropriated. If the
budget director determines that the reserve balance of the revenue will not support the level of appropriation, the
budget director shall notify each agency. Upon receipt of the notification, the agency shall adjust the operating
budget for the program to reflect the available revenue as determined by the budget director.

(b) Untilthe programs or credits described in subsections (3)(b) and (3)(d) through (3)(g) are established,
the funding must be used exclusively for the purposes described in subsections (3)(a) and (3)(c).

(5) The phrase "trended traditional level of appropriation”, as used in subsection (3)(c), means the
appropriation amounts, including supplemental appropriations, as those amounts were set based on eligibility
standards, services authorized, and payment amount during the past five biennial budgets.
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(6) The department of public health and human services may adopt rules to implement this section."

Section 4. Appropriations --reporting requirements. (1) (a) There is appropriated $500,000 from the
tobacco settlement proceeds in the state special revenue account established in 17-6-603 to the department of
public health and human services for the biennium beginning July 1, 2017, for grants made pursuant to
53-21-1101(2)(c)(v) and [section 2] for the prevention of suicides by Montanans, including veterans.

(b) Grant activities funded pursuant to this subsection (1) must be provided or supervised by a health
care provider as defined in 50-16-504(7).

(c) The legislature intends that the appropriation in this subsection (1) be considered a part of the
ongoing base for the next legislative session.

(2) (a) Thereis appropriated $250,000 from the state special revenue account established in 53-6-1201
to the department of public health and human services for assisting with state and tribal efforts to implement the
action steps of the Montana native youth suicide reduction plan published in January 2017.

(b) The legislature intends that the appropriation in this subsection (2) be a one-time-only appropriation.

(3) (a) There is appropriated $250,000 from the state special revenue account established in 53-6-1201
to the department of public health and human services to provide grants for school-based suicide prevention
activities.

(b) The legislature intends that the appropriation in this subsection (3) be a one-time-only appropriation.

(4) The department shall report regularly to the appropriate interim committees on the use of the
appropriations, including the activities undertaken by the department and by grantees.

(5) The grantees shall report at the end of the biennium on the outcomes of the grant activities and
whether an objective decrease in the suicide rate occurred in their communities. The report must be provided to
the department of public health and human services and to the 2019 joint appropriations subcommittee on health

and human services.

Section 5. Notification to tribal governments. The secretary of state shall send a copy of [this act] to

each tribal government located on the seven Montana reservations and to the Little Shell Chippewa tribe.

Section 6. Codification instruction. [Section 2] is intended to be codified as an integral part of Title

53, chapter 21, part 11, and the provisions of Title 53, chapter 21, part 11, apply to [section 2].
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Section 7. Coordination instruction. If both House Bill No. 2 and [this act] are passed and approved
and House Bill No. 2 contains a line item appropriation totaling $1 million to the department of public health and
human services for suicide prevention and [this act] contains appropriations totaling $1 million to the department
of public health and human services for use as provided in [section 4], then the appropriation in House Bill No.

2 is void.

Section 8. Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 2017.
-END -
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HOUSE BILL NO. 118
INTRODUCED BY J. WINDY BOY
BY REQUEST OF THE STATE ADMINISTRATION AND VETERANS' AFFAIRS INTERIM COMMITTEE

AN ACT REVISING THE STATE SUICIDE PREVENTION PROGRAM; CLARIFYING THE DUTIES OF THE
SUICIDE PREVENTION OFFICER; ESTABLISHING REQUIREMENTS FOR SUICIDE PREVENTION GRANTS;
IMPLEMENTING PORTIONS OF THE MONTANA NATIVE YOUTH SUICIDE REDUCTION STRATEGIC PLAN;

PROVIDING APPROPRIATIONS; AMENDING SECTIONS 53-6-1201 AND 53-21-1101, MCA; AND PROVIDING
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.



