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HOUSE BILL NO. 1241

INTRODUCED BY S. STEWART-PEREGOY2

BY REQUEST OF THE WATER POLICY INTERIM COMMITTEE3

4

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REQUIRING TRAINING FOR WATER COMMISSIONERS; AND5

AMENDING SECTION 85-5-111, MCA."6

7

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:8

9

Section 1.  Section 85-5-111, MCA, is amended to read:10

"85-5-111.  Water commissioner and mediator education. (1) The department of natural resources11

and conservation, in cooperation with the Montana supreme court, the Montana water courts, the district courts12

of Montana, the Montana university system, and other appropriate state and federal agencies, shall develop an13

educational program for water commissioners and mediators that includes:14

(1)(a)  an annual seminar on commissioner and mediator duties, mediation techniques, and water15

measuring techniques;16

(2)(b)  preparation and, as necessary, revision of a water commissioner and mediator manual; and17

(3)(c)  an outreach program that identifies persons who might serve as water commissioners or18

mediators.19

(2) Unless a district court judge having jurisdiction determines otherwise, a water commissioner appointed20

pursuant to 85-5-101 shall complete at least one educational program as provided in subsection (1) prior to21

administering water."22
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