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HOUSE BILL NO. 3471

INTRODUCED BY D. JONES2

3

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGIST OR4

AUDIOLOGIST LICENSING LAWS; PROVIDING FOR A LIMITED SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGIST OR5

AUDIOLOGIST LICENSE; REVISING FEE REFERENCES; PROVIDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY;6

AMENDING SECTIONS 37-15-301, 37-15-303, AND 37-15-307, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE7

EFFECTIVE DATE."8

9

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:10

11

Section 1.  Section 37-15-301, MCA, is amended to read:12

"37-15-301.  License required. (1) A license must be issued to qualified persons either in13

speech-language pathology or audiology. A person may be licensed in both areas if the person meets the14

respective qualifications, and in those instances, the license fee must be as though for one license.15

(2)  A person may not practice or represent to the public that the person is a speech-language pathologist16

or audiologist in this state unless the person is licensed in accordance with the provisions of this chapter.17

(3)  The board may issue a limited license to qualified individuals engaged in supervised professional18

experience, as defined by board rule."19

20

Section 2.  Section 37-15-303, MCA, is amended to read:21

"37-15-303.  Qualifications. (1) To be eligible for licensing by the board as a speech-language22

pathologist or audiologist, the applicant:23

(a)  must meet the current academic, supervised clinical practicum, and postclassroom sponsored24

employment supervised professional experience requirements as defined by board rule;25

(b)  shall pass an examination approved by the board.26

(2)  The board shall determine the subject and scope of the examination.27

(3)  The standards defined by the board must be equal to or greater than the standards generally28

accepted as the national norm."29

30
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Section 3.  Section 37-15-307, MCA, is amended to read:1

"37-15-307.  Application and examination fee -- license fee -- registration fee. The board shall2

determine the amount of fees prescribed in connection with, which may be adjusted annually by rule, that are3

necessary to meet costs and projected expenditures for:4

(1)  a renewed license as a speech-language pathologist or audiologist;5

(2)  a limited license for a person engaged in supervised professional experience;6

(3)  an initial application for a license or registration;7

(4)  examinations; and with8

(5)  registration as a speech-language pathology aide or assistant or audiology aide or assistant must9

be determined by the board each year based on costs and predicted expenditures."10

11

NEW SECTION.  Section 4.  Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval.12

- END -13
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