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SENATE BILL NO. 251
INTRODUCED BY T. FACEY

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING LAWS RELATED TO SHORT-TERM

RENTAL FACILITIES; €SEARIFANG—THAT LOCAL—GOVERNMENTS —MAY—REGUEATE—CERTAIN

CLARIFYING THE TERM "FACILITY" INCLUDES SHORT-TERM RENTAL FACILITIES FOR PURPOSES OF
THE LODGING TAX; CLARIFYING WHAT CONSTITUTES TRANSIENT OCCUPANCY UNDER THE
EXCLUSIONS TO THE LANDLORD TENANT ACT,; AMENDING SECTIONS #7111t 15-65-101; AND
70-24-104, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND AN APPLICABILITY DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
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Section 1. Section 15-65-101, MCA, is amended to read:

"15-65-101. Definitions. For purposes of this part, the following definitions apply:

(1) "Accommodation charge" means the fee charged by the owner or operator of a facility for use of the
facility for lodging, including bath house facilities, but excluding charges for meals, transportation, entertainment,
or any other similar charges.

(2) (a) "Campground" means a place, publicly or privately owned, used for public camping where
persons may camp, secure tents, or park individual recreational vehicles for camping and sleeping purposes.

(b) The term does not include that portion of a trailer court, trailer park, or mobile home park intended
for occupancy by trailers or mobile homes for resident dwelling purposes for periods of 30 consecutive days or
more.

(3) "Council" means the tourism advisory council established in 2-15-1816.

(4) (a) "Facility" means a building containing individual sleeping rooms or suites, providing overnight
lodging facilities for periods of less than 30 days to the general public for compensation. The term includes a
facility represented to the public as a hotel, motel, campground, resort, dormitory, condominium inn, dude ranch,

guest ranch, hostel, public lodginghouse, ef bed and breakfast facility, or vacation home, home, apartment, or

room rented by or on behalf of the owner.

(b) The term does not include any health care facility, as defined in 50-5-101, or any facility owned by
a corporation organized under Title 35, chapter 2 or 3, that is used primarily by persons under the age of 18 years
for camping purposes, any hotel, motel, hostel, public lodginghouse, or bed and breakfast facility whose average
daily accommodation charge for single occupancy does not exceed 60% of the amount authorized under
2-18-501 for the actual cost of lodging for travel within the state of Montana, or any other facility that is rented
solely on a monthly basis or for a period of 30 days or more.

(5) "Nonprofit convention and visitors bureau" means a nonprofit corporation organized under Montana
law and recognized by a majority of the governing body in the city, consolidated city-county, resort area, or resort
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area district in which the bureau is located.

(6) "Regional nonprofit tourism corporation” means a nonprofit corporation organized under Montana
law and recognized by the council as the entity for promoting tourism within one of several regions established
by executive order of the governor.

(7) "Resort area" means an area established pursuant to 7-6-1508.

(8) "Resort area district" has the meaning provided in 7-6-1501."

Section 2. Section 70-24-104, MCA, is amended to read:

"70-24-104. Exclusions from application of chapter. Unless created to avoid the application of this
chapter, the following arrangements are not governed by this chapter:

(1) residence at a public or private institution if incidental to detention or the provision of medical,
geriatric, educational, counseling, religious, or similar service, including all housing provided by the Montana
university system and other postsecondary institutions;

(2) occupancy under a contract of sale of a dwelling unit or the property of which it is a part if the
occupant is the purchaser or a person who succeeds to the purchaser's interest;

(3) occupancy by a member of a fraternal or social organization in the portion of a structure operated
for the benefit of the organization;

(4) transient occupancy in a hotetor-metet facility as defined in 15-65-101;

(5) occupancy by an owner of a condominium unit or a holder of a proprietary lease in a cooperative;

(6) occupancy under a rental agreement covering premises used by the occupant primarily for
commercial or agricultural purposes;

(7) occupancy by an employee of a landlord whose right to occupancy is conditional upon employment
in and about the premises; and

(8) occupancy outside a municipality under a rental agreement that includes hunting, fishing, or

agricultural privileges, along with the use of the dwelling unit."

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval.

NEW SECTION. Section 4. Applicability. [Section 2 1] applies to tax years beginning after December

31, 2017.
- END -
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