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HOUSE BILL NO. 590
INTRODUCED BY D. FERN

ABILLFORANACTENTITLED: "AN ACT REVISING CRIMINAL PROCEDURE LAWS RELATED TO SEXUAL
OFFENSES; PROVBINGTHAT-CHIEBHCTHMS-OF SEXUAL-OFFENSES MAY REFUSETO-SUBMITTO

PROVIDING PROCEDURE FOR A DEFENDANT TO MOVE FOR AN INTERVIEW OF A CHILD VICTIM OF A

SEXUAL OFFENSE; PROVIDING FOR A HEARING; PROVIDING FOR REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS

FOR THE CHILD; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
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NEW SECTION. SECTION 1. INTERVIEW OF CHILD UNDER AGE 16. (1) A DEFENDANT MAY NOT INTERVIEW A

w
o

CHILD UNDER THE AGE OF 16 WHO ALLEGES TO BE THE VICTIM OF SEXUAL ABUSE AS PROVIDED IN 45-5-502, 45-5-503,
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1  45-5-504,45-5-507,45-5-508, 0R45-5-625, OR AN IMMEDIATE FAMILY MEMBER OF THE CHILD WHO IS ALSO UNDER THE

AGE OF 16, EXCEPT BY AN ORDER OF THE COURT UPON A MOTION SHOWING THAT THE DEFENDANT HAS EXCEPTIONAL

CIRCUMSTANCES THAT NECESSITATE INTERVIEWING THE CHILD VICTIM.

(2) UPON A MOTION UNDER SUBSECTION (1), THE COURT MAY, IN ITS DISCRETION, ORDER AN INTERVIEW. IF THE

COURT ORDERS AN INTERVIEW, THE COURT SHALL LIST THE REASONS FOR AND SCOPE OF THE INTERVIEW AND, IF

NEW SECTION. SECTION 2. CODIFICATION INSTRUCTION. [SECTION 1] 1S INTENDED TO BE CODIFIED AS AN

INTEGRAL PART OF TITLE 46, CHAPTER 15, PART 3, AND THE PROVISIONS OF TITLE 46, CHAPTER 15, PART 3, APPLY TO

2
3
4
5
6 REQUESTED, PROVIDE ANY REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS FOR THE CHILD VICTIM FOR THE INTERVIEW.
7
8
9
0

[SECTION 1].

12 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval.
13 -END -
Legislative
Services -3- Authorized Print Version - HB 590

Division



