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HOUSE BILL NO. 483 1 

INTRODUCED BY C. KNUDSEN, M. BLASDEL, J. COHENOUR, D. KARY, C. SMITH, G. VANCE, K. 2 

ABBOTT, D. BARTEL, B. BEARD, S. BERGLEE, A. BUCKLEY, W. GALT, J. KASSMIER, B. TSCHIDA, S. 3 

VINTON 4 

 5 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT REVISING LAWS RELATED TO EXEMPT PERSONAL STAFF; 6 

AUTHORIZING EXEMPT PERSONAL STAFF FOR MAJORITY AND MINORITY LEADERSHIP IN THE 7 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE SENATE; REDUCING THE NUMBER OF EXEMPT PERSONAL 8 

STAFF FOR THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION TO OFFSET THE NUMBER OF EXEMPT STAFF FOR 9 

THE LEGISLATURE; PROVIDING FOR A SPECIAL COUNSEL THAT SERVES AT THE PLEASURE OF THE 10 

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE; AMENDING 11 

SECTION 2-18-104, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE DATES AND A TERMINATION DATE.” 12 

 13 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 14 

 15 

Section 1. Section 2-18-104, MCA, is amended to read: 16 

"2-18-104. Exemption for personal staff -- limit. (1) Subject to the limitations in subsections (2) and 17 

(3), members of a personal staff are exempt from parts 1 through 3 and 10. 18 

(2) The personal staff who are exempted by subsection (1) may not exceed 10 unless otherwise 19 

approved by the department according to criteria developed by the department. Under no circumstances may 20 

the total exemptions of each elected official exceed 15. 21 

(3) The number of members of the personal staff of the public service commission who are exempted 22 

by subsection (1) may not exceed 10 6. 23 

(4) The number of members of the personal staff of the leadership of the legislature who are 24 

exempted by subsection (1) may not exceed: 25 

(a) one personal staff for the speaker of the house of representatives; 26 

(b) one personal staff for the minority leader of the house of representatives; 27 

(c) one personal staff for the president of the senate; and 28 
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(d) one personal staff for the minority leader of the senate. ; AND 1 

(E) ONE PERSONAL STAFF THAT SERVES AT THE PLEASURE OF THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF 2 

REPRESENTATIVES AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE FOR THE PURPOSES PROVIDED IN [SECTION 2]." 3 

 4 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 2. SPECIAL COUNSEL -- POWERS -- APPOINTMENT -- REPORTING. (1) THE 5 

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE MAY HIRE, AT ANY TIME, ONE PERSONAL 6 

STAFF UNDER 2-18-104 FOR THE PURPOSES OF SERVING AS A SPECIAL COUNSEL. THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF 7 

REPRESENTATIVES AND PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE MUST CONSENT IN WRITING TO THE APPOINTMENT OF THE SPECIAL 8 

COUNSEL. 9 

(2) THE SPECIAL COUNSEL SERVES AT THE PLEASURE OF THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 10 

AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE. THE SPECIAL COUNSEL MUST BE LICENSED TO PRACTICE LAW IN MONTANA. THE 11 

SPECIAL COUNSEL MAY: 12 

(A) BE APPOINTED TO INVESTIGATE AND EXAMINE STATE GOVERNMENTAL ACTIVITIES AND MAY EXAMINE AND 13 

INSPECT ALL RECORDS, BOOKS, AND FILES OF ANY DEPARTMENT, AGENCY, COMMISSION, BOARD, OR INSTITUTION OF THE 14 

STATE OF MONTANA. A GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY MUST ASSIST THE SPECIAL COUNSEL IN ANY ACTIVITY CONDUCTED BY 15 

THE SPECIAL COUNSEL AS PROVIDED IN THIS SECTION. 16 

(B) EXERCISE THE INVESTIGATORY POWERS UNDER CHAPTER 5, PART 1, OF THIS TITLE ON BEHALF OF A 17 

STANDING COMMITTEE, SELECT COMMITTEE, OR INTERIM COMMITTEE AND ANY SUBCOMMITTEES OF THOSE COMMITTEES; 18 

(C) IF ASSIGNED TO A LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE, HOLD HEARINGS, ADMINISTER OATHS, ISSUE SUBPOENAS, 19 

COMPEL THE ATTENDANCE OF WITNESSES AND THE PRODUCTION OF PAPERS, BOOKS, ACCOUNTS, DOCUMENTS, AND 20 

TESTIMONY, AND CAUSE DEPOSITIONS OF WITNESSES TO BE TAKEN IN THE MANNER PRESCRIBED BY LAW FOR TAKING 21 

DEPOSITIONS IN CIVIL ACTIONS IN DISTRICT COURT; 22 

(D) REPORT TO THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE OR 23 

ANY COMMITTEE DESIGNATED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE 24 

SENATE, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO STANDING COMMITTEES, SELECT COMMITTEES, OR INTERIM COMMITTEES AND 25 

ANY SUBCOMMITTEES OF THOSE COMMITTEES. A SPECIAL COUNSEL THAT REPORTS TO A LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MUST 26 

SERVE AT THE DIRECTION OF THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE AND 27 

NOT THE ASSIGNED COMMITTEE. 28 
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(E) MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR REVISIONS OF LAWS OR RULES FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE LEGISLATURE. 1 

(3) THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE MAY DESIGNATE THE 2 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OR AN EMPLOYEE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL TO SERVE AS THE SPECIAL COUNSEL. 3 

(4) COSTS FOR THE SPECIAL COUNSEL MUST BE PAID: 4 

(A) BY THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE IF THE SPECIAL COUNSEL IS THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OR AN EMPLOYEE 5 

OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (3); 6 

(B) AS DIRECTED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OR PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE, 7 

INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO USING FUNDING FROM INTERIM COMMITTEE OPERATING FUNDS. 8 

 9 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 3. CODIFICATION INSTRUCTION. [SECTION 2] IS INTENDED TO BE CODIFIED AS AN 10 

INTEGRAL PART OF TITLE 5, CHAPTER 5, AND THE PROVISIONS OF TITLE 5, CHAPTER 5, APPLY TO [SECTION 2]. 11 

 12 

COORDINATION SECTION. Section 4. COORDINATION INSTRUCTION. IF BOTH HOUSE BILL NO. 588 AND 13 

[THIS ACT] ARE PASSED AND APPROVED, THEN [SECTION 1(4)] OF [THIS ACT] MUST BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS: 14 

"(4) The number of members of the personal staff of the leadership of the legislature who are 15 

exempted by subsection (1) this section may not exceed: 16 

(a) one personal staff for the speaker of the house of representatives; 17 

(b) one personal staff for the minority leader of the house of representatives; 18 

(c) one personal staff for the president of the senate; and 19 

(d) one personal staff for the minority leader of the senate; AND 20 

(E) ONE PERSONAL STAFF THAT SERVES AT THE PLEASURE OF THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OR 21 

REPRESENTATIVES AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE FOR THE PURPOSES PROVIDED IN [SECTION 2]." 22 

 23 

NEW SECTION. Section 5. Effective date. [This act] (1) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (2), [THIS 24 

ACT] is effective July 1, 2021. 25 

(2) [SECTIONS 1(4)(E) AND 2] AND THIS SECTION ARE EFFECTIVE ON PASSAGE AND APPROVAL. 26 

 27 

 28 
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NEW SECTION. SECTION 6. TERMINATION. [SECTIONS 1(4)(E) AND 2] TERMINATE JUNE 1, 2023. 1 

- END - 2 


