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AN ACT ALLOWING CUSTOMERS TO OPT-IN FOR ADVANCED METERING GATEWAY DEVICE 

INSTALLATION; PROVIDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; AMENDING SECTIONS 69-4-1001 AND 69-4-

1004, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 

 

Section 1. Advanced metering gateway device opt-in provisions -- rulemaking. (1) A utility may 

allow customers to opt-in to the installation of all advanced metering gateway devices located at an end user's 

residence or business. 

(2) A utility may charge customers who opt-in to advanced metering gateway device installation 

additional fees or charges related to the installation. 

(3) If the commission determines an opt-in program should be established, the commission shall 

adopt rules providing options, requirements, and a process for determination of fees or charges for individual 

customers to opt-in to advanced metering gateway device installation. 

(4) Utilities seeking to allow an advanced metering gateway device opt-in program shall file a report 

detailing the program requirements and process for determining fees or charges with the commission along 

with a $25 filing fee. 

 

Section 2. Section 69-4-1001, MCA, is amended to read: 

"69-4-1001. Definitions. As used in this part, unless the context requires otherwise, the following 

definitions apply: 

(1) "Advanced metering gateway device" means any electric utility meter, electric utility meter 

component, or device ancillary to the electric utility meter that is located at an end-user's residence or business 

and is equipped and programmed to communicate with electrical appliances, electrical equipment, or electrical 
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devices within the end-user's residence or business or that is capable of estimating and recording electrical 

energy usage by types of appliances, electrical equipment, or electrical devices. 

(2) "Advanced metering device" or "advanced meter" means a meter or metering device that is owned 

or leased by a utility or the utility's agent and that: 

(a) measures, records, or sends a customer's utility usage or other data by use of radio waves or 

internet technology; and 

(b) allows for two-way communication between the meter and the utility or its agent. 

(2)(3) "Utility" means a public utility regulated by the public service commission pursuant to Title 69, 

chapter 3." 

 

Section 3. Section 69-4-1004, MCA, is amended to read: 

"69-4-1004. Opt-out -- public service commission responsibilities -- rulemaking. (1) On or before 

July 1, 2020 2022, the public service commission shall determine whether an opt-out program for advanced 

meters or advanced metering gateway devices, or both, should be established. 

(2) In determining whether to establish an opt-out program, the commission shall consider: 

(a) an individual customer's privacy interest; 

(b) costs and practicality of allowing customers to opt out; 

(c) availability of other technology; and 

(d) other concerns related to advanced metering devices and advanced metering gateway devices. 

(2)(3) If the commission determines an opt-out program should be established, the commission shall 

adopt rules providing options and requirements for individual customers to opt out of advanced metering device 

or advanced metering gateway device installation." 

 

Section 4. Codification instruction. [Section 1] is intended to be codified as an integral part of Title 

69, chapter 4, part 10, and the provisions of Title 69, chapter 4, part 10, apply to [section 1]. 

 

Section 5. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval. 

- END -
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