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1 HOUSE BILL NO. 941
2 INTRODUCED BY G. FRAZER, T. WELCH, C. KEOGH, A. BUCKLEY, B. MITCHELL, M. BERTOGLIO, J.

3 DOOLING, B. MERCER, J. CARLSON, M. BINKLEY, F. NAVE, R. MARSHALL, E. BUTTREY, B. KEENAN, J.

4 READ, M. HOPKINS, J. BERGSTROM, J. FITZPATRICK, C. SPRUNGER, B. BARKER, J. ETCHART, D.
5 HARVEY, B. PHALEN, B. BEARD, B. CARTER, E. MATTHEWS, M. CAFERRO
6

7  ABILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT ESTABLISHING A DOG OBEDIENCE TRAINING AND
8  SOCIALIZATION PROGRAM AT THE MONTANA STATE PRISON; PROVIDING ELIGIBILITY

9 REQUIREMENTS FOR DOGS AND INMATES; PROVABING-AN-ARPPROPRIATION:-PROVIDING AN

10  APPROPRIATION; AND PROVIDING AN-EFFECTIVE-BATE DATES.”

11
12  BEIT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
13

14 NEW SECTION. Section 1. Dog obedience training and socialization program -- eligibility --

15  administration -- fees. (1) There is a dog obedience training and socialization program at the Montana state

16 prison OR ANY OTHER STATE-OWNED OR CONTRACTED PRISON FACILITY for the purpose of promoting the well-being

17 of inmates and increasing the adoptability of rescue dogs in the state. The program shall:
18 (a) partner with local organizations to source rescue dogs from within the state that are in need of

19  basic obedience training and socialization and that meet the requirements of subsection (3);

20 (b) develop and follow policies and procedures that promote and protect the safety of inmates and
21 dogs; and
22 (c) engage eligible inmates, under the direction of at least one certified professional dog trainer, in

23 the training and socialization of the rescue dogs using current best practices.

24 (2) To be eligible to participate in the program, an inmate must:
25 (a) have no record of animal cruelty;
26 (b) be in compliance with required treatment; and
27 (c) meet any additional requirements prescribed by the department pursuant to subsection (5).
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1 (3) To be eligible to participate in the program, a dog:
2 (a) must have current rabies and bordetella vaccines;
3 (b) must be in generally good health;
4 (c) may not pose an obvious risk to inmates and other dogs; and
5 (d) must meet any additional requirements prescribed by the department pursuant to subsection
6 (5).
7 (4) The department may offer the dog obedience training and socialization program to members of
8 the public and may set and charge a fee to a member of the public for the dog obedience training and
9 socialization program.
10 (5) The department shall develop policies and procedures for the administration of the program,
11 including eligibility criteria for inmates and dogs.
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Appropriation. (1) There is appropriated $160,000 from the general fund
23 to the department of corrections for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2023, to pay for the development and first
24 year of operation of the program established in [section 1].
25 (2) (a) There is appropriated $75,000 from the general fund to the department of corrections for
26 each year of the biennium beginning July 1, 2023, to pay for the ongoing operational costs of the program
27 established in [section 1].
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1 (b) It is the intent of the legislature that the appropriation in subsection (2)(a) be considered part of

2 the ongoing base budget.

4 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Codification instruction. [Section 1] is intended to be codified as an

5 integral part of Title 2, chapter 15, part 23, and the provisions of Title 2, chapter 15, part 23, apply to [section 1].

6
7 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. (1)}-Exceptasprovided-in-subsection{2),{this{IHis-(1)
8 Except as provided in subsection (2), [this act] is effective October 1, 2023.
9 {2)—[Section-2] and-this-section-are effectiveJuly1,2023-
10 (2) [Section 2] and this section are effective July 1, 2023.
11 - END -
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