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SENATE BILL NO. 507
INTRODUCED BY D. ZOLNIKOV

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING TAX LAWS; REVISING TAX

PROCEDURE LAWS; REVISING VARIOUS PROCEDURES OF THE COUNTY TAX APPEAL BOARD AND

THE MONTANA TAX APPEAL BOARD;-ELIMINATING-APROPERTY TAX-EXEMPTION-FOR-CERTAIN

REQUIRING A FORMER EMPLOYEE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE TO WAIT A PERIOD OF TIME
BEFORE APPOINTMENT TO A COUNTY TAX APPEAL BOARD; AMENDING SECTIONS 15-1-222, 15-2-
201, 15-2-301, 15-2-302, 15-2-303, 45-6-204-15-7-102, 15-7-105, 15-7-106, 15-15-101, AND 15-15-103, MCA;

AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE BATES-DATE AND AN APPLICABILITY-BATES DATE.”

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 15-1-222, MCA, is amended to read:

"15-1-222. (Temporary) Taxpayer bill of rights. The department of revenue shall in the course of
performing its duties in the administration and collection of the state's taxes ensure that:

(1) the taxpayer has the right to record any interview, meeting, or conference with auditors or any
other representatives of the department;

(2) the taxpayer has the right to hire a representative of the taxpayer's choice to represent the

taxpayer's interests before the department erany-tax-appealboard, a county tax appeal board, or the Montana

tax appeal board. The representative is not considered to be practicing law pursuant to 37-61-201 and is not

required to be an attorney or a certified public accountant. The taxpayer has a right to obtain a representative at

any time, except that the selection of a representative may not be used to unreasonably delay a field audit that
is in progress. The representative must have written authorization from the taxpayer to receive from the
department confidential information concerning the taxpayer. The department shall provide copies to the
authorized representative of all information sent to the taxpayer and shall notify the authorized representative

concerning contacts with the taxpayer.
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13 Section 6. Section 15-7-102, MCA, is amended to read:

14 "15-7-102. Notice of classification, market value, and taxable value to owners -- appeals. (1) (a)
15 Except as provided in 15-7-138, the department shall mail or provide electronically to each owner or purchaser
16  under contract for deed a notice that includes the land classification, market value, and taxable value of the

17 land and improvements owned or being purchased. A notice must be mailed or, with property owner consent,
18 provided electronically to the owner only if one or more of the following changes pertaining to the land or

19 improvements have been made since the last notice:

20 (i) change in ownership;

21 (ii) change in classification;

22 (iii) change in valuation; or

23 (iv) addition or subtraction of personal property affixed to the land.

24 (b) The notice must include the following for the taxpayer's informational and informal classification

25 and appraisal review purposes:
26 (i) a notice of the availability of all the property tax assistance programs available to property
27 taxpayers, including the intangible land value assistance program provided for in 15-6-240, the property tax

28 assistance programs provided for in Title 15, chapter 6, part 3, and the residential property tax credit for the
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2 NEW SECTION. Section 13. Effective dates date. {(1)-Except-as-provided-in-subsection(2);-[this-act]
3 This act] is effective on passage and approval.
4 {2)—[Section-6lis-effective January-1,2024.
5
6 NEW SECTION. Section 14. Applicability. {1)-Except-asprovided-in-subsection{2){this-aet] [This
7 act] applies to county tax appeal board and Montana tax appeal board proceedings filed after [the effective date
8  ofthis act].
9
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