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HOUSE BILL NO. 845

INTRODUCED BY J. KARLEN, B. MERCER, L. SMITH

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT REVISING LAWS RELATED TO THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE
MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED IN ELECTRONIC FORMAT; PROVIDING THAT A STATE GOVERNMENT
AGENCY IS ENTITLED TO ELECTRONIC COPIES OF THE MONTANA CODE ANNOTATED AT A

REDUCED COST; AMENDING SECTION 5-11-209, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.”

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section 1. Section 5-11-209, MCA, is amended to read:

"5-11-209. Codes -- availability to legislators -- reserved for use by legislative committees --

state government employees. (1) When it becomes available after each regular legislative session, each

legislator is entitled to purchase for $10 each one set of the printed and bound Montana Code Annotated

statute text and histories. and A leqislator is entitled to receive one electronic version of the Montana Code

Annotated that is produced for sale to the public on computer-readable media;-sueh-as-CB-ROM at no charge.
(2) The legislative services division shall reserve 50 sets of the printed versions of Montana Code
Annotated statute text and histories for the use of the standing and select committees of the legislature.

(3) A state agency is entitled to order and receive electronic versions of the Montana Code

Annotated on computer-readable media for use by state government employees for state work purposes at a

cost that is commensurate with the royalty fee charged by a third-party vendor and any associated costs

incurred by the legislative services division for administering deployment of the computer-readable media.

{3)(4) Costs associated with providing eede-printed and bound sets and electronic versions of the

Montana Code Annotated as required by this section must be paid out of the state special revenue fund

account established under 1-11-301.

(5) For the purposes of this section, "state agency" means a department, board, commission,

office, bureau, or other public authority of state government."
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1 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 2023.
2 - END -
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