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PUBLIC LANDS 

LEGISLATOR NOTICE 

The Legislative Services Division is required to offer a brief history on the subject matter of a bill draft request prior to 
drafting. (5-4-105, MCA; Chapter 309, Laws of 2017) The history must include related legislation introduced over the last five 
sessions and hyperlinks to the bill, hearing information, and fiscal notes.  

Legislation can be complex and this history is not intended to be exhaustive. Please contact the drafter of the 
requested bill for more information.  

 

Background Materials and Research 
Topic Summary: This primer on public lands is broad and primarily includes legislation categorized by the subjects of 
“state lands” and “federal government”. Specific topics range from implementing fees for access to state lands, to incentives 
for enhancing access to public lands, restricting certain activities, providing criteria for or limiting acquisition of lands by the 
state, management of state and federal lands, the sale and exchange of public lands, and payments in lieu of taxes by state 
agencies to counties. The list includes some bills related to ‘public recreational access’ of land. However, a more 
comprehensive list of that type of legislation is included in the topic primer of the same name. 

Other Materials:  

• Senate Joint Resolution No. 20 (2019): The Fate of Wilderness Study Areas (draft report) 
• Wilderness study areas located on national forest lands in Montana 
• House Joint Resolution No. 13 (2015): Roads, Land, & Big Game Harvest (final report); interactive map 

and instructions for use 
• Senate Joint Resolution No. 15 (2013): Evaluating Federal Land Management in Montana (final report) 
• Public and private land ownership maps, Montana State Library, Sept 2016 
• Land management by county, EQC, May 2013 
• Payment in lieu of taxes payments by county, EQC, 2012 
• Coordination between the Forest Service and County Governments, USFS, 2014 
• Montana Public Lands Access Network (MT-PLAN) 

  

http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2017/billpdf/SB0279.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2019-2020/EQC/Reports/for-comment/wsa-draft-report-july2020-forcomment.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2019-2020/EQC/Meetings/Sept-2019/wsa-in-mt.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2015-2016/EQC/Committee-Topics/hj-13/hj13-finalreport.pdf
http://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=261d5a144e99462fa28b591c31245571&extent=
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2015-2016/EQC/Meetings/Jan-2016/hj13-mapinstructions.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Publications/Environmental/2014-federal-land-report.pdf
https://mslservices.mt.gov/Geographic_Information/Maps/Land_Ownership/Default.aspx
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2013-2014/EQC/Meetings/June-2013/county-lands.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2013-2014/EQC/Meetings/June-2013/county-PILT-payments.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2013-2014/EQC/Meetings/March-19-20-2014/sj15-coordination-usfs-combo.pdf
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/trust/mt-plan
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Introduced Legislation 
2019 

House Bill No. 265 -- (H) Vetoed by Governor -- AN ACT CLARIFYING THE APPROVAL PROCESS FOR LAND-
RELATED ACQUISITIONS BY THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS; REQUIRING CERTAIN 
EASEMENTS TO BE APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF LAND COMMISSIONERS; AND AMENDING SECTION 
87-1-209, MCA. 

House Bill No. 355 -- Chapter Number Assigned -- AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING LAWS RELATED TO 
MOTORIZED RECREATION; ESTABLISHING THE SUMMER MOTORIZED RECREATION TRAIL GRANT 
PROGRAM; ESTABLISHING A SUMMER MOTORIZED RECREATION TRAIL PASS FOR RESIDENTS; 
ESTABLISHING THE SUMMER MOTORIZED RECREATION TRAIL PASS ACCOUNT; PROVIDING GRANTS; 
PROVIDING DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; REVISING NONRESIDENT 
TEMPORARY-USE SNOWMOBILE PERMIT FEES; REVISING SNOWMOBILE TRAIL PASS FEES; REVISING 
NONRESIDENT TEMPORARY USE PERMIT FEES FOR OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLES; ALLOWING 
DISCOUNTED REGISTRATION OF CERTAIN OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLES, MOTORCYCLES, QUADRICYCLES, 
AND SNOWMOBILES; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 23-2-101, 23-2-102, 23-2-103, 23-2-615, 23-2-636, 23-2-814, 
AND 61-3-321, MCA. 

House Bill No. 441 -- Chapter Number Assigned -- AN ACT ELIMINATING TIMBER CONSERVATION LICENSES 
FOR STATE LANDS; REPEALING SECTION 77-5-208, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 
DATE. 

House Bill No. 552 -- (H) Died in Process -- AN ACT REVISING LAWS RELATED TO TRAPPING SETBACKS; 
REVISING CERTAIN SETBACKS FOR TRAPPING ON PUBLIC LANDS; PROVIDING RULEMAKING 
AUTHORITY; PROVIDING PENALTIES; AMENDING SECTION SECTIONS 87-1-301 AND 87-6-601, MCA; AND 
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. 

House Bill No. 585 -- Chapter Number Assigned -- AN ACT REQUIRING LEGISLATIVE APPROVAL FOR 
DIVESTITURE OF STATE PARK LAND; PROVIDING EXCEPTIONS; DEFINING "AFFILIATED LANDS"; AND 
AMENDING SECTION 23-1-111, MCA. 

House Bill No. 627 -- (H) Died in Process -- AN ACT REQUIRING THAT A TIMBER CONSERVATION LICENSE IN 
LIEU OF HARVEST BE OFFERED FOR EACH TIMBER SALE; DIRECTING THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL 
RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION TO ADOPT RULES IMPLEMENTING SALES OF TIMBER 
CONSERVATION LICENSES; PROVIDING RULEMAKING CRITERIA; AMENDING SECTIONS 77-5-202 AND 
77-5-208, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. 

House Joint Resolution No. 28 -- Filed with Secretary of State -- A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING THE BUREAU OF LAND 
MANAGEMENT TO DENY THE BISON GRAZING PROPOSAL BY THE AMERICAN PRAIRIE RESERVE. 

House Joint Resolution No. 44 -- (H) Died in Process -- A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING AN INTERIM STUDY OF TIMBER 
MANAGEMENT ON STATE TRUST LANDS AND HOW OR IF TIMBER CONSERVATION PROPOSALS 

http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=265&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20191
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=355&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20191
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=441&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20191
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=552&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20191
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=585&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20191
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=627&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20191
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=28&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HJ&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20191
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=44&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HJ&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20191
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SHOULD BE CONSIDERED; REQUIRING THAT FINAL RESULTS OF THE STUDY BE REPORTED TO THE 
67TH LEGISLATURE; AND PROVIDING FOR CONTINGENT VOIDNESS. 

Senate Bill No. 41 -- Chapter Number Assigned --  
AN ACT ELIMINATING THE REQUIREMENT FOR BIDS ON OIL AND GAS LEASE SALES TO BE MADE 
ORALLY; AMENDING SECTION 77-3-411, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Senate Bill No. 316 -- (S) Died in Standing Committee -- AN ACT REVISING LEASE RENEWALS FOR STATE TRUST 
LANDS; RECOGNIZING THE DISCRETION OF THE LAND BOARD TO SELECT THE BEST LESSEE TO 
FULFILL THE OBLIGATIONS OF THE LEASE; LIMITING THE REASONS FOR WHICH A LESSEE WHO 
MATCHES A HIGH BID MAY REQUEST A REDUCED RENTAL RATE; AMENDING SECTIONS 77-6-202 AND 
77-6-205, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND AN APPLICABILITY DATE. 

Senate Bill No. 329 -- Vetoed by Governor -- AN ACT ALLOWING THE LAND BOARD TO EXTEND A COAL 
LEASE FOR UP TO 10 YEARS IF THE EXTENSION IS IN THE BEST INTEREST OF THE STATE; REQUIRING A 
PROCESSING FEE; AMENDING SECTION 77-3-314, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 
DATE AND AN APPLICABILITY DATE. 

2017 

House Bill No. 154 – (H) Died in standing committee - AN ACT PROHIBITING THE POSSESSION OF EXPLODING 
TARGETS ON STATE LANDS AND WATERS FOR THE PERIOD OF MAY 1 THROUGH OCTOBER 31; 
DEFINING "EXPLODING TARGETS"; PROVIDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; AMENDING SECTIONS 23-
1-111, 77-1-804, 87-1-301, AND 87-1-303, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. 

House Bill No. 204 – (H) Died in Standing Committee -- AN ACT REVISING FISHING ACCESS MAINTENANCE 
LAWS RELATED TO VESSELS; REQUIRING A FISHING ACCESS SITE MAINTENANCE DECAL FOR EACH 
VESSEL OPERATED IN MONTANA; ESTABLISHING FEES AND USES OF REVENUE; PROVIDING A 
STATUTORY APPROPRIATION; AMENDING SECTION 17-7-502, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE. 

House Bill No. 243 – (H) Died in Standing Committee -- AN ACT REGULATING THE USE OF CERTAIN STATE 
TRUST LAND FOR HUNTING, FISHING, AND TRAPPING; PROHIBITING AN OUTFITTER FROM HUNTING, 
FISHING, OR TRAPPING ON STATE TRUST LAND NOT LEGALLY ACCESSIBLE; PROHIBITING A LESSEE 
FROM ALLOWING ACCESS BY AN OUTFITTER TO STATE TRUST LAND NOT LEGALLY ACCESSIBLE; 
PROVIDING PENALTIES; REQUIRING GAME WARDENS TO ENFORCE PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT; 
PROVIDING THAT FINES COLLECTED UNDER THIS ACT ARE DEPOSITED IN THE GENERAL FUND; AND 
AMENDING SECTIONS 77-1-101, 87-1-504, AND 87-1-601, MCA. 

House Bill No. 491 – (S) Died in Standing Committee - AN ACT CREATING A PUBLIC LANDS DAY TO BE 
RECOGNIZED ON THE FIRST DAY OF MARCH. 

House Bill No. 498 – Chapter Number Assigned -- AN ACT EXTENDING THE UNLOCKING PUBLIC LANDS 
PROGRAM; AND AMENDING SECTION 6, CHAPTER 346, LAWS OF 2013, AND SECTION 3, CHAPTER 392, 
LAWS OF 2015. 

http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=41&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20191
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=316&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20191
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=329&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20191
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=154&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20171
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=204&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20171
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=243&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20171
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=491&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20171
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=498&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20171
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House Bill No. 597 – Chapter Number Assigned - AN ACT CREATING THE MONTANA PUBLIC LAND ACCESS 
NETWORK GRANT PROGRAM; AUTHORIZING DONATIONS; CREATING THE MONTANA PUBLIC LAND 
ACCESS NETWORK ACCOUNT; AUTHORIZING DISBURSEMENTS; REQUIRING BOARD OF LAND 
COMMISSIONER APPROVAL; REQUIRING ACCESS EASEMENTS TO BE HELD AND ENFORCED BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION; EXCLUDING PAYMENTS FOR ACCESS 
FROM ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME; PROVIDING A STATUTORY APPROPRIATION; PROVIDING 
DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; AMENDING SECTIONS 15-30-2110, 17-1-508, 17-7-
502, AND 87-2-903, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND A TERMINATION DATE. 

House Bill 651 – (H) Died in Progress - AN ACT REVISING LAWS RELATED TO PUBLIC ACCESS PROJECTS; 
CREATING A PUBLIC LANDS ACCESS ADVOCATE; PROVIDING DUTIES; REVISING USE OF WILDLIFE 
HABITAT FUNDING; PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION; AMENDING SECTIONS SECTION 77-1-202 AND 87-
1-242, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

House Joint Resolution No. 11 – (H) Died in Standing Committee - A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA EMPHASIZING THE VALUE OF PUBLIC 
LANDS IN MONTANA TO THE STATE'S ECONOMY, RECREATION, HERITAGE, AND QUALITY OF LIFE; 
AND OPPOSING ANY EFFORT TO CLAIM, TAKE OVER, CONVEY, OR SELL OFF FEDERAL LANDS WITHIN 
THE STATE OF MONTANA. 

Senate Bill No. 235 – Vetoed by Governor - AN ACT ALLOWING THE LAND BOARD TO EXTEND A COAL LEASE 
IF THE EXTENSION IS IN THE BEST INTEREST OF THE STATE; AMENDING SECTION 77-3-314, MCA; AND 
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND AN APPLICABILITY DATE. 

Senate Joint Resolution No. 17 – (S) Died in Standing Committee - A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA EMPHASIZING THE VALUE OF PUBLIC 
LANDS IN MONTANA TO THE STATE'S ECONOMY, RECREATION, HERITAGE, AND QUALITY OF LIFE; 
AND OPPOSING ANY EFFORT TO CLAIM, TAKE OVER, LITIGATE FOR, OR SELL OFF FEDERAL LANDS 
WITHIN THE STATE OF MONTANA. 

Senate Joint Resolution No. 22 – (S) Bill Not Heard at Sponsor’s Request -- A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE 
AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING AN INTERIM 
STUDY OF WAYS TO PROVIDE ACCESS TO PUBLIC LANDS THROUGH LEGAL MEANS WHILE 
PROTECTING PRIVATE PROPERTY RIGHTS; AND REQUIRING THAT THE FINAL RESULTS OF THE STUDY 
BE REPORTED TO THE 66TH LEGISLATURE. 

2015 

House Bill No. 62 – Missed Transmittal Deadline - AN ACT CLARIFYING LIABILITY FOR UNAUTHORIZED USE 
OF STATE SCHOOL TRUST LANDS; INCREASING THE PENALTY FOR UNAUTHORIZED USE OF STATE 
SCHOOL TRUST LANDS; AMENDING SECTION 77-1-125, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 

House Bill No. 160 – Missed Transmittal Deadline - AN ACT PROHIBITING THE POSSESSION OF EXPLODING 
TARGETS ON STATE LANDS AND WATERS; DEFINING "EXPLODING TARGETS"; PROVIDING 

http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=597&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20171
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=651&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20171
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=11&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HJ&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20171
file:///C:%5CUsers%5Ccl0080%5CAppData%5CLocal%5CMicrosoft%5CWindows%5CINetCache%5CContent.Outlook%5CRQ1JVSBE%5CAN%20ACT%20ALLOWING%20THE%20LAND%20BOARD%20TO%20EXTEND%20A%20COAL%20LEASE%20IF%20THE%20EXTENSION%20IS%20IN%20THE%20BEST%20INTEREST%20OF%20THE%20STATE;%20AMENDING%20SECTION%2077-3-314,%20MCA;%20AND%20PROVIDING%20AN%20IMMEDIATE%20EFFECTIVE%20DATE%20AND%20AN%20APPLICABILITY%20DATE.
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=17&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SJ&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20171
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=22&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SJ&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20171
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=62&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20151
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=160&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20151
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RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; AMENDING SECTIONS 23-1-111, 77-1-804, 87-1-301, AND 87-1-303, MCA; AND 
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. 

House Bill No. 329 – Missed Transmittal Deadline for Appropriations Bills - AN ACT ESTABLISHING AN 
INTERAGENCY WEED ABATEMENT PILOT PROJECT TO FUND WEED CONTROL ON STATE LAND IN 
COORDINATION WITH NEARBY LANDOWNERS; PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION; AND PROVIDING AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 

House Bill No. 352 – (H) Missed Deadline for Revenue Bill Transmittal -- AN ACT REGULATING THE USE OF 
CERTAIN STATE TRUST LAND FOR HUNTING, FISHING, AND TRAPPING; PROHIBITING AN OUTFITTER 
FROM HUNTING, FISHING, OR TRAPPING ON STATE LAND NOT LEGALLY ACCESSIBLE; PROHIBITING A 
LESSEE FROM ALLOWING ACCESS BY AN OUTFITTER TO STATE TRUST LAND NOT LEGALLY 
ACCESSIBLE; PROVIDING PENALTIES; REQUIRING GAME WARDENS TO ENFORCE PROVISIONS OF THIS 
ACT; PROVIDING THAT FINES COLLECTED UNDER THIS ACT ARE DEPOSITED IN THE GENERAL FUND; 
AND AMENDING SECTIONS 77-1-101, 77-1-801, 87-1-504, AND 87-1-601, MCA. 

House Bill No. 386 – Missed Transmittal Deadline - AN ACT REVISING REQUIREMENTS FOR THE SALE TO OR 
EXCHANGE WITH PUBLIC ENTITIES OF STATE PARKS, STATE RECREATIONAL AREAS, STATE 
MONUMENTS, AND STATE HISTORIC SITES; PROVIDING NOTICE PROVISIONS; REQUIRING APPROVAL 
OF THE BOARD OF LAND COMMISSIONERS FOR CERTAIN TRANSACTIONS; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 
77-2-351 AND 87-1-209, MCA. 

House Bill No. 496 – (H) Vetoed by Governor -- AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE PUBLIC LAND TASK FORCE TO 
STUDY THE MANAGEMENT RESPONSIBILITY FOR PUBLIC LAND CURRENTLY ADMINISTERED BY THE 
STATE OF MONTANA OR THE UNITED STATES, EXCEPT FOR CONGRESSIONALLY DESIGNATED 
WILDERNESS AREAS AND NATIONAL PARKS; REQUIRING A FINAL REPORT; APPROPRIATING FUNDS; 
PROVIDING EFFECTIVE DATES; AND PROVIDING A TERMINATION DATE. 

House Joint No. 19 – Missed Transmittal Deadline - A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA EMPHASIZING THE VALUE OF PUBLIC LANDS IN 
MONTANA TO THE STATE'S ECONOMY, RECREATION, HERITAGE, AND QUALITY OF LIFE; AND 
OPPOSING ANY EFFORT TO CLAIM, TAKE OVER, LITIGATE FOR, OR SELL OFF FEDERAL LANDS WITHIN 
THE STATE OF MONTANA. 

Senate Bill No. 215 – Missed Transmittal Deadline - AN ACT PROHIBITING FUTURE SALES OF LAND GRANTED 
OR TRANSFERRED TO THE STATE; AMENDING SECTION 77-2-302, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN 
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Senate Bill No. 274 – Missed Transmittal Deadline - AN ACT PROHIBITING THE SALE OF FEDERAL LAND IN 
MONTANA; REPEALING SECTIONS 77-2-401, 77-2-402, AND 77-2-403, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN 
IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Senate Bill No. 309 – Chapter Number Assigned -- AN ACT REVISING THE UNLOCKING STATE LANDS 
PROGRAM TO INCLUDE SPECIFIC FEDERAL LAND; INCREASING THE TAX CREDIT FOR QUALIFIED 
ACCESS; REVISING CRITERIA FOR PROGRAM PARTICIPATION; AMENDING SECTIONS 15-30-2380 AND 87-

http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=329&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20151
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=352&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20151
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=386&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20151
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=496&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20151
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=19&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HJ&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20151
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=215&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20151
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=274&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20151
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=309&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20151


PUBLIC LANDS 
 

 
6 Legislative Environmental 

Policy Office 

1-294, MCA; AMENDING SECTION 6, CHAPTER 346, LAWS OF 2013; AND PROVIDING A DELAYED 
EFFECTIVE DATE AND AN APPLICABILITY DATE. 

Senate Bill No. 324 – Missed Transmittal Deadline - AN ACT REQUIRING STATE RELIEF TO COUNTIES IF 
FEDERAL PAYMENTS FROM THE SECURE RURAL SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITY SELF-DETERMINATION 
ACT ARE NOT DISBURSED; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Senate Bill No. 326 – Chapter Number Assigned -- AN ACT REVISING LAWS RELATED TO RECREATIONAL USE 
OF STATE LANDS; REQUIRING PUBLIC NOTICE PRIOR TO LAND CLOSURES AND RESTRICTIONS ON 
GENERAL RECREATIONAL USE; SETTING CAMPING LIMITS; PROVIDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; 
REQUIRING REPORTING TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COUNCIL; AMENDING SECTION 77-1-804, 
MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Senate Bill No. 348 – Missed Transmittal Deadline - AN ACT REVISING STATE CONSENT FOR THE PURCHASE OF 
LAND FOR NATIONAL FOREST PURPOSES; REQUIRING COUNTY AND LEGISLATIVE APPROVAL; 
AMENDING SECTION 2-1-210, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND AN 
APPLICABILITY DATE. 

2013 

House Bill No. 444 – Chapter Number Assigned -- AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING STATE LAND LAWS RELATED 
TO ACCESS; PROVIDING A TAX CREDIT FOR QUALIFIED ACCESS TO STATE LANDS; CREATING THE 
UNLOCKING STATE LANDS PROGRAM; DEFINING PARCELS NOT PREVIOUSLY DEEMED LEGALLY 
ACCESSIBLE; PROVIDING CRITERIA FOR PROGRAM PARTICIPATION; PROVIDING RULEMAKING 
AUTHORITY; AND PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE, AN APPLICABILITY DATE, AND A 
TERMINATION DATE. 

Senate Bill No. 155 – (S) Died in Standing Committee - AN ACT REQUIRING THE PREPARATION OF AN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR ALL LAND ACQUISITIONS PROPOSED BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS; PROVIDING AN EXCEPTION; AND AMENDING 
SECTIONS 23-1-102, 87-1-209, AND 87-1-218, MCA. 

Senate Bill No. 169 – (S) Died in Standing Committee - AN ACT REVISING PAYMENTS BY THE DEPARTMENT OF 
FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS TO COUNTIES FOR LAND OWNED OR HELD UNDER EASEMENT BY THE 
DEPARTMENT; EXEMPTING LANDOWNERS FROM PROPERTY TAXES FOR THE PORTION OF LAND HELD 
UNDER EASEMENT; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 87-1-218 AND 87-1-603, MCA. 

Senate Bill No. 236 – (H) Died in Standing Committee - AN ACT REQUIRING APPROVAL OF THE BOARD OF 
LAND COMMISSIONERS FOR CERTAIN LAND PURCHASES BY THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH, WILDLIFE, 
AND PARKS; PROVIDING THAT TO THE EXTENT PRACTICAL AND CONSISTENT WITH THE BOARD OF 
LAND COMMISSIONERS' POWERS AND DUTIES, LAND PURCHASES MAY NOT RESULT IN A NET GAIN IN 
LAND OWNERSHIP BY THE STATE; PROVIDING AN EXEMPTION FOR CERTAIN LAND ACQUISITIONS 
FISHING ACCESS SITES OF LESS THAN 5 ACRES; AMENDING SECTIONS 2-17-101, 10-1-108, 18-2-105, 18-2-111, 
20-25-307, 22-3-1003, 23-1-102, 67-2-301, 75-15-223, 76-12-107, 77-1-202, 77-1-214, 77-2-364, 82-4-239, 82-4-371, 82-4-445, 
85-1-209, 87-1-209, 87-1-285, AND 87-1-703, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE 

http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=324&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20151
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=326&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20151
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=348&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20151
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=444&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20131
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=155&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20131
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=169&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20131
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=237&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20131
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Senate Bill No. 338 – (S) Died in Standing Committee - AN ACT REQUIRING THE BOARD OF LAND 
COMMISSIONERS TO CONSIDER UNIQUE EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL VALUES RELATED TO THE 
USE OF STATE LAND BY A STATE AGENCY AS PART OF FULL MARKET VALUE; AND AMENDING 
SECTION 77-1-202, MCA. 

Senate Bill No. 354 – (S) Died in standing committee - AN ACT REMOVING THE REQUIREMENT FOR A PERSON 
OR COUNTY TO PAY THE FAIR MARKET VALUE FOR HISTORIC RIGHTS-OF-WAY; AND AMENDING 
SECTION 77-1-130, MCA. 

Senate Joint Resolution No. 15 – Filed with Secretary of State - A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA REQUESTING AN INTERIM STUDY 
EVALUATING THE MANAGEMENT OF CERTAIN FEDERAL LANDS, ASSESSING RISKS, AND IDENTIFYING 
SOLUTIONS. 

2011 

House Bill No. 272 – Vetoed by Governor - AN ACT PROHIBITING THE USE OF HUNTING ACCESS 
ENHANCEMENT FEES FOR FEE TITLE LAND ACQUISITION; AMENDING SECTIONS 87-1-270 AND 87-1-271, 
MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. 

House Bill No. 297 – Chapter Number Assigned - AN ACT EXTENDING THE TIME FOR APPLYING FOR A 
HISTORIC RIGHT-OF-WAY ON STATE LANDS; AMENDING SECTION 77-1-130, MCA; AMENDING SECTION 
5, CHAPTER 461, LAWS OF 1997, SECTION 6, CHAPTER 270, LAWS OF 2001, AND SECTIONS 2, 3, AND 4, 
CHAPTER 57, LAWS OF 2005; AND PROVIDING A TERMINATION DATE. 

House Bill No. 454 – (H) Died in Standing Committee -- AN ACT REQUIRING THAT AT LEAST 20% OF THE LANDS 
OR WATERS ACQUIRED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS BE MANAGED FOR 
MULTIPLE-USE PURPOSES; AMENDING SECTION 87-1-209, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 

House Bill No. 506 – (H) Died in Standing Committee - AN ACT REQUIRING COMPLIANCE WITH THE UNITED 
STATES CONSTITUTION REGARDING FEDERALLY OWNED LANDS IN MONTANA; DIRECTING THE 
BOARD OF LAND COMMISSIONERS TO ACQUIRE FEDERAL LANDS NOT LEGALLY OBTAINED; AND 
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Senate Bill No. 301 – (H) Died in Standing Committee - AN ACT ENACTING A MORATORIUM ON THE PURCHASE 
OF CERTAIN LAND IN FEE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS UNTIL JULY 
1, 2015 2013; AMENDING SECTIONS 23-1-102, 23-1-108, 23-2-103, 87-1-209, 87-1-285, 87-1-301, 87-1-605, 87-1-703, 87-
1-709, 87-2-526, AND 87-5-108, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND A 
TERMINATION DATE. 

Senate Bill No. 303 – (H) Died in Process - AN ACT REQUIRING APPROVAL OF THE BOARD OF LAND 
COMMISSIONERS FOR LAND PURCHASES; PROVIDING THAT TO THE EXTENT PRACTICAL AND 
CONSISTENT WITH THE BOARD OF LAND COMMISSIONERS' POWERS AND DUTIES, LAND PURCHASES 
MAY NOT RESULT IN A NET GAIN IN LAND OWNERSHIP BY THE STATE; PROVIDING AN EXEMPTION 
FOR CERTAIN FISHING ACCESS SITES; AMENDING SECTIONS 2-17-101, 10-1-108, 18-2-105, 18-2-111, 20-

http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=338&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20131
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=354&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20131
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20131&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SJ&P_BILL_NO=15&P_BILL_DFT_NO=&P_CHPT_NO=&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=272&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20111
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=297&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20111
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=454&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20111
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=506&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20111
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=301&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20111
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=303&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20111
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25-307, 22-3-1003, 23-1-102, 67-2-301, 75-15-223, 76-12-107, 77-1-202, 77-1-214, 77-2-364, 82-4-239, 82-4-371, 82-4-445, 85-
1-209, 87-1-209, 87-1-285, AND 87-1-703, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Senate Bill No. 353 – (S) Died in Standing Committee - AN ACT REVISING LAWS RELATED TO PAYMENTS TO 
COUNTIES FOR LAND OWNED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS; CLARIFYING 
AND ELIMINATING CERTAIN EXCEPTIONS TO DEPARTMENT PAYMENT; AMENDING SECTION 87-1-603, 
MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Senate Bill No. 409 – Chapter Number Assigned - AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING STATE LAND CABIN SITE 
LAWS; AUTHORIZING AN ALTERNATIVE RENTAL MARKET VALUATION COMPETITIVE BID PROCESS; 
AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF STATE-LEASED CABIN OR HOME SITES OR CITY OR TOWN LOTS; 
PROVIDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; AMENDING SECTIONS 77-1-208, AND 77-2-318, MCA; REPEALING 
SECTION 77-2-319, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. 

2009 

Senate Bill No. 254 – Vetoed by Governor - AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE STATE OF MONTANA TO EXERCISE 
EMINENT DOMAIN AUTHORITY ON CERTAIN PROPERTY POSSESSED BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT; 
AMENDING SECTIONS 2-1-102, 70-30-101, AND 70-30-103, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Senate Bill No. 506 – (H) Died in Standing Committee - AN ACT REQUIRING COMPLIANCE WITH THE UNITED 
STATES CONSTITUTION REGARDING FEDERALLY OWNED LANDS IN MONTANA; DIRECTING THE 
BOARD OF LAND COMMISSIONERS TO ACQUIRE FEDERAL LANDS NOT LEGALLY OBTAINED; AND 
PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Senate Bill No. 353 – (S) Died in Standing Committee - AN ACT REVISING LAWS RELATED TO PAYMENTS TO 
COUNTIES FOR LAND OWNED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF FISH, WILDLIFE, AND PARKS; CLARIFYING 
AND ELIMINATING CERTAIN EXCEPTIONS TO DEPARTMENT PAYMENT; AMENDING SECTION 87-1-603, 
MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Senate Joint Resolution No. 6 – Filed with Secretary of State - A JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE SENATE AND THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA URGING THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS 
AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES TO EXPEDITE THE FEDERAL LAND USE DECISION 
PROCESSES IN MONTANA, TO RECOGNIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF TRADITIONAL MULTIPLE RESOURCE 
USES ON FEDERAL LANDS, NOT TO IMPOSE RESTRICTIONS ON ADDITIONAL FEDERAL LAND OR 
MINERALS THAT WOULD PRECLUDE DEVELOPMENT, AND TO SUPPORT FEDERAL LEGISLATION 
PLACING CHECKS AND BALANCES ON THE PRESIDENT'S POWERS TO DECLARE NATIONAL 
MONUMENTS. 

 

Prepared by Hope Stockwell, Research Analyst, 9/4/20 

http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=353&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20111
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=409&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20111
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=254&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20111
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=506&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20111
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=353&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20111
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=6&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SJ&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20111
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