TOPIC PRIMER

SCHOOL-BASED MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

LEGISLATOR NOTICE

The Legislative Services Division is required to offer a brief history on the subject matter of a bill draft request prior to
drafting. (5-4-105, MCA; Chapter 309, Laws of 2017) The history must include related legislation introduced over the last five
sessions and hyperlinks to the bill, hearing information, and fiscal notes. The links below open to the page showing the status

and history of bills introduced on this topic in the past. The bill text and any related fiscal notes can be accessed through the
link at the top of that page.

Legislation can be complex and this history is not intended to be exhaustive. Please contact the drafter of the

requested bill for more information.

Background Materials and Research

Topic Summary: The Department of Public Health and Human Services created the Comprehensive School and
Community Treatment (CSCT) program in 2005. No state statutes specifically authorize or govern the program. Instead,
DPHHS created the program through administrative rules, under its broad statutory authority to administer the state Medicaid
program and to provide services to children. The program allows schools to offer mental health treatment in the school
setting, under the school’s Medicaid provider number. Schools provide the matching funds for the services. Children generally
must have a diagnosis of Serious Emotional Disturbance (SED) to receive services. However, some short-term interventional
services are available to children with other behavioral health needs. Schools may offer the services themselves or contract for

them. If they contract, administrative rules require that the contract be with a licensed mental health center.
Other Materials:

Office of Public Instruction CSCT Website

Evaluating Comprehensive School and Community Treatment: Report for the Montana Office of Public Instruction, January
2018

Children’s Mental Health Bureau Medicaid Fxpenditures, Department of Public Health and Human Services, State Fiscal Year
2014

Introduced Legislation

2017:

House Bill No. 446 AN ACT ESTABLISHING REQUIREMENTS FOR COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL AND
COMMUNITY TREATMENT PROGRAM SERVICES FOR YOUTH WITH MENTAL HEALTH CONDITIONS;
ALLOWING LICENSED MENTAL HEALTH PROFESSIONALS AND FACILITIES TO CONTRACT WITH
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http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2017/billpdf/SB0279.pdf
https://opi.mt.gov/Educators/School-Climate-Student-Wellness/Suicide-Prevention/CSCT
https://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Suicide%20Prevention/CSCT/CSCT%20Evaluation%20and%20Recommendations%20Document%20ADA.pdf
http://webprod.legmt.gov/content/Committees/Interim/2015-2016/Children-Family/Committee-Topics/HB-422/sept2015-cmhb-statistics.pdf
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20171&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&P_BILL_NO=446&P_BILL_DFT_NO=&P_CHPT_NO=&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=

PRESCRIPTION DRUG PRICES

SCHOOLS FOR SERVICES; ESTABLISHING PROGRAM AND PROVIDER CRITERIA; PROVIDING
DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE

2015: None
2013: None
2011: None

2009: None
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Office of Research and Policy Analysis
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