
5-SESSION SUMMARY 
 
 

 
 

1 

STATUTORY APPROPRIATIONS 

LEGISLATOR NOTICE 

The Legislative Services Division is required to offer a brief history on the subject matter of a bill draft request prior to 
drafting (5-4-105, MCA; Chapter 309, Laws of 2017). The history must include related legislation introduced over the last five 
sessions and hyperlinks to the bill, hearing information, and fiscal notes. The legislation links below open to the page showing 
the status and history of bills introduced on this topic in the past. The bill text and any related fiscal notes can be accessed 
through the link at the top of that page. 

Legislation can be complex and this history is not intended to be exhaustive. Please contact the drafter of the 
requested bill for more information.  

 

Background Materials and Research 
Topic Summary:  

Unlike temporary appropriations, statutory appropriations are codified and do not require reauthorization every two years.  A 
statutory appropriation appropriates money from an account for an identified function and remains valid until repealed or 
altered by new legislation.  Because statutory appropriations are not regularly examined every two years, the legislature has 
established guidelines that should be considered prior to including a statutory appropriation in proposed legislation.   

In general, the use of a statutory appropriation is limited to those cases where a two-year appropriation impractical.  A 
statutory appropriation must be listed in 17-7-502, MCA. Guidelines for statutory appropriation are contained in 17-1-508, 
MCA.  A proposed statutory appropriation may not be considered appropriate if:  

(a) the money is from a continuing, reliable, and estimable source; 

 (b) the use of the appropriation or the expenditure occurrence is predictable and reliable; 

 (c) the authority exists elsewhere; 

 (d) an alternative appropriation method is available, practical, or effective; 

 (e) it appropriates state general fund money for purposes other than paying for emergency services; 

 (f) the money is used for general purposes; 

http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2017/billpdf/SB0279.pdf
https://www.leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0170/chapter_0070/part_0050/section_0020/0170-0070-0050-0020.html
https://www.leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0170/chapter_0010/part_0050/section_0080/0170-0010-0050-0080.html
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 (g) the legislature wishes to review expenditure and appropriation levels each biennium; and 

 (h) an expenditure cap and sunset date are excluded. 

 Legislative Fiscal Division Materials:  

Guide to Statutory Appropriations 2017 

Understanding State Finances & The Budgeting Process 2017 

Introduced Legislation 
Typically, each session several pieces of legislation are enacted that create, modify, or repeal a statutory appropriation.  Below 
are some of the bills that passed in 2021 that affected statutory appropriations. 

2021 

House Bill 67-- Chapter Number Assigned -- AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING COMMUNITY COLLEGE FUNDING 
LAWS; ESTABLISHING A BASE PLUS FORMULA THAT IS ADJUSTED FOR ACTUAL FTE IN WEIGHTED 
CATEGORIES TO BE USED BEGINNING WITH THE 2025 BIENNIUM; PROVIDING DEFINITIONS; 
ESTABLISHING A STATE SPECIAL REVENUE ACCOUNT AND PROVIDING A STATUTORY 
APPROPRIATION; AMENDING SECTIONS 17-7-142, 17-7- 502, 20-15-309, 20-15-310, AND 20-15-312, MCA; AND 
PROVIDING EFFECTIVE DATES AND A TERMINATION DATE. 

House Bill 92 -- Chapter Number Assigned -- AN ACT PROVIDING COMPENSATION FOR PEOPLE WHO HAVE 
BEEN WRONGLY CONVICTED OF FELONY CRIMES AND EXONERATED; PROVIDING A PROCEDURE FOR 
FILING AND DETERMINING PETITIONS FOR COMPENSATION; PROVIDING FOR AN ELECTION OF 
REMEDIES; PROVIDING FOR EXPUNGEMENT OF CONVICTION AND THE PAYMENT OF DAMAGES FOR 
SUCCESSFUL PETITIONS; PROVIDING OFFSETS FOR DAMAGES OBTAINED IN OTHER LITIGATION; 
PROVIDING FOR COUNTY AND CONSOLIDATED GOVERNMENT CONTRIBUTION TOWARD DAMAGES, 
COSTS, AND ATTORNEY FEES AWARDED; CREATING A STATE SPECIAL REVENUE ACCOUNT; 
PROVIDING A TRANSFER; PROVIDING A STATUTORY APPROPRIATION; AMENDING SECTIONS 17-7-502 
AND 46-23-1041, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND A TERMINATION DATE. 

House Bill 641 -- Chapter Number Assigned -- AN ACT REVISING LAWS RELATED TO SEARCH AND RESCUE 
UNITS; AUTHORIZING A SEARCH AND RESCUE UNIT TO POSSESS HUMAN REMAINS FOR TRAINING 
SEARCH AND RESCUE CANINES; REVISING LAWS RELATED TO ANATOMICAL GIFTS TO ALLOW SEARCH 
AND RESCUE UNITS AS AUTHORIZED DONEES IN CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES; ALLOWING MONETARY 
DONATIONS FOR THE SUPPORT AND TRAINING OF SEARCH AND RESCUE UNITS; PROVIDING A 
STATUTORY APPROPRIATION; AND AMENDING SECTIONS 7-32-235, 17-7-502, AND 72-17-202, MCA. 

 

 

 

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Publications/fiscal/leg_reference/SA-How-to-Guide.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Publications/fiscal/leg_reference/Brochures/understanding-state-finances.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/2021/billpdf/HB0067.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/2021/billpdf/HB0092.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/2021/billpdf/HB0641.pdf
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2019 

House Bill 34 -- Chapter Number Assigned -- AN ACT PROVIDING A STATUTORY APPROPRIATION FOR GOOD 
NEIGHBOR FORESTRY ACCOUNTS; AMENDING SECTIONS 17-7-502 AND 76-13-151, MCA; AND PROVIDING 
AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE. 

House Bill 676 -- Chapter Number Assigned -- AN ACT PROVIDING FOR A STATUTORY APPROPRIATION TO 
THE DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY AFFAIRS TO PROVIDE GRANTS TO THE MONTANA CIVIL AIR PATROL; 
REQUIRING THE DEPARTMENT TO REPORT ON GRANTS AND CERTAIN METRICS TO CERTAIN 
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEES; AMENDING SECTION 17-7-502, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE 
AND A TERMINATION DATE. 

2017 

Senate Bill 53 -- Chapter Number Assigned -- AN ACT REPEALING THE TAX INCENTIVE FOR INCREASED 
BIODIESEL PRODUCTION; AMENDING SECTION 17-7-502, MCA; REPEALING SECTION 15-70-601, MCA; 
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

House Bill 61 -- Chapter Number Assigned -- AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING 9-1-1 LAWS; ESTABLISHING A 9-1-1 
ADVISORY COUNCIL; ESTABLISHING 9-1-1 ADVISORY COUNCIL AND DEPARTMENT OF 
ADMINISTRATION DUTIES FOR 9-1-1 SYSTEMS AND SERVICES; PROVIDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; 
CLARIFYING LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND 9-1-1 DISTRICT ROLES; LIMITING PROVIDERS' LIABILITY; 
PROVIDING DEFINITIONS; UPDATING TERMS TO INCLUDE NEXT-GENERATION 9-1-1; REVISING THE 
ALLOCATION OF 9-1-1 FEES; REQUIRING THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION TO UPDATE THE 
ALLOCATION OF 9-1-1 FEES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DECENNIAL CENSUS; ESTABLISHING 
ACCOUNTS FOR DISTRIBUTION OF 9-1-1 FUNDS; REQUIRING THAT CERTAIN FEES COLLECTED FOR 9-1-1 
SERVICES BE REALLOCATED UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES; ESTABLISHING A REALLOCATION 
PROCESS; ESTABLISHING A NEXT-GENERATION 9-1-1 INFRASTRUCTURE ACCOUNT; CREATING A NEXT-
GENERATION 9-1-1 INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT PROGRAM; PROVIDING CRITERIA TO THE DEPARTMENT 
OF ADMINISTRATION FOR AWARDING NEXT-GENERATION 9-1-1 INFRASTRUCTURE GRANTS; 
ESTABLISHING A 9-1-1 GIS MAPPING ACCOUNT; REQUIRING THE STATE LIBRARY TO AWARD A 
CONTRACT FOR A GIS ASSESSMENT; ESTABLISHING A STATEWIDE 9-1-1 PLANNING ACCOUNT; 
REQUIRING THE DEPARTMENT TO AWARD A CONTRACT TO DEVELOP A STATEWIDE 9-1-1 PLAN; 
ESTABLISHING A PRIVATE TELECOMMUNICATIONS PROVIDER AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 9-1-1 GRANT 
PROGRAM; PROVIDING PRIORITIES AND CRITERIA FOR THE 9-1-1 GRANT PROGRAM; TRANSFERRING 
FUNDS; PROVIDING A STATUTORY APPROPRIATION; AMENDING SECTIONS 10-4-101, 10-4-103, 10-4-201, 10-
4-204, 10-4-301, 10-4-302, 10-4-313, AND 17-7-502, MCA; REPEALING SECTIONS 10-4-102, 10-4-104, 10-4-111, 10-4-
112, 10-4-113, 10-4-114, 10-4-115, 10-4-121, 10-4-125, 10-4-126, 10-4-301, 10-4-302, 10-4-303, 10-4-311, 10-4-312, AND 10-
4-313, MCA; AND PROVIDING EFFECTIVE DATES AND A TERMINATION DATE. 

House Bill 597 -- Chapter Number Assigned -- AN ACT CREATING THE MONTANA PUBLIC LAND ACCESS 
NETWORK GRANT PROGRAM; AUTHORIZING DONATIONS; CREATING THE MONTANA PUBLIC LAND 
ACCESS NETWORK ACCOUNT; AUTHORIZING DISBURSEMENTS; REQUIRING BOARD OF LAND 
COMMISSIONER APPROVAL; REQUIRING ACCESS EASEMENTS TO BE HELD AND ENFORCED BY THE 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION; EXCLUDING PAYMENTS FOR 

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/2019/billpdf/HB0034.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/2019/billpdf/HB0676.pdf
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20171&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=&P_BILL_NO=&P_BILL_DFT_NO=&P_CHPT_NO=32&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20171&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=&P_BILL_NO=&P_BILL_DFT_NO=&P_CHPT_NO=367&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20171&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=&P_BILL_NO=&P_BILL_DFT_NO=&P_CHPT_NO=374&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=
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ACCESS FROM ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME; PROVIDING A STATUTORY APPROPRIATION; PROVIDING 
DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; AMENDING SECTIONS 15-30-2110, 17-1-508, 17-7-
502, AND 87-2-903, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE AND A TERMINATION DATE. 

Prepared By: 
Julie Johnson, Staff Attorney 
Legal Services Division 
August 24, 2022 
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