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1999 MCA Index

Sets of the 1999 MCA Index were shipped to customers the week of October 25-29, 1999.  This
delivery date was approximately 3 weeks earlier than when the same material was shipped to
customers in 1997.

Our printing company, WestGroup of St. Paul, MN, initially did not print the required number of Index
sets (3,350 sets), coming up short by about 300 sets. These 300 sets were printed earlier this month
and received by Legislative Services on January 12.

2000 Annotation Updates

The 2000 Annotation Updates are being divided into three mailings, with approximately 1/3 of the
Updates distributed in each mailing. The last of the camera-ready copy for the first mailing was sent to
the printer, Darby Printing Company of Atlanta, GA, on January 24. For the first time, Legislative
Services is sending the camera-ready copy in an electronic format, as opposed to sending paper copies
of the camera ready. In the past, our printer would take the paper copy and photograph each page.
The negative of this photograph would then be burned onto a printing plate. With the electronic camera
ready we're now using, Darby Printing can produce an image on a printing plate directly from our
electronic files without having to do any photographing. This results in a faster printing process and
better end product than was the case with our former method of producing camera ready.

We are also using a new version of desktop publishing software for processing our camera ready.  The
use of this new software, coupled with the electronic camera-ready process, has resulted in an
approximate 2-week savings in our production time. Darby Printing estimates that the first Annotation
Updates shipment will be printed and ready for shipping on February 25.

2000 Annotation Updates Price - Legislative Council Approval

The low bid for printing the 2000 Annotation Updates came in at $144,209, which is about $7,000 less
than the bid for printing the 1998 Annotation Updates. However, shipping costs for delivering the
Updates to customers have risen approximately 6% from 1998 to 2000. With these facts in mind,
Legislative Services staff seeks Legislative Council approval that the price for the 2000 Updates be
maintained at the 1998 level of $310/set (which includes the cost of shipping).


