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VISITORS’ LIST (Attachment 1)

AGENDA (Attachment 2)

COMMITTEE ACTION

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL - Rep. Casey Schreiner, Presiding Officer

10:04:18 Rep. Casey Schreiner called the meeting to order at 10:04 a.m. The committee

LEGISLATIVE SERVICES DIVISION

Staff Updates - Sonja Nowakowski, Joe Kolman, Susan Fox

10:05:58

10:07:40

10:09:45

10:15:45

Questions

10:17:03

Ms. Nowakowski (Exhibit 1)

Ms. Nowakowski provided background information on Senate Bill 279 (2017) that 
required researchers and attorneys in the Legislative Services Division to offer a 
history of subject matter requested in bill draft requests. This information will be 
referred to as "Topic Primers". 

Mr. Kolman gave a presentation on the process they used to document the 
information of the topics.

Ms. Fox provided an update of the Legislative Services Division staff. 

Sen. Sesso asked Ms. Nowakowski about the Children and Families Interim 
Committee's vote regarding proxy voting.

Session Systems Replacement/Vote System Upgrade - Susan Fox, Executive Director

10:18:36 Ms. Fox gave an update on the following:

10:18:46 Committee Minutes Application

10:19:41 Bill Draft Editor

10:21:26 Chamber

10:21:35 Legislative Corridor

10:22:36 Legislative Portal

10:23:28 Vote System

Questions

10:25:58 Sen. Jon Sesso asked about the carryover money and putting the money into the

technology account to help shore up the finances for this the upgrades.

10:26:37 Sen. Sesso asked Mr. Kolman about the Topic Primers and if there will be any

attempts to inform people that the Primer Topics are there for reference.
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secretary took roll. Rep. Seth Berglee was excused and his proxy was given to 
Rep. Greg Hertz. (Attachment 3)
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10:31:30 Sen. Sesso suggested making the Primer Topics more prominent on the

homepage. 

10:31:51 Sen. JP Pomnichowski suggested that the staff notify their committee about the

availability of "Primer Topics".

10:34:14 Sen. McDonald suggested doing a webinar to be used as a teaching tool for all

legislators.

10:36:04 Ms. Fox said that these are great ideas and some can be implemented soon

through "Save the Date" and through the interim newsletter. 

NCSL, CSG, PNWER UPDATES

Attendance, travel funds, balances, and guidance - Susan Fox

10:37:20 Ms. Fox gave a presentation on Program 21, Interim Committee and Activities,

and the budgets for NCSL, CSG, and PNWER. (Exhibit 2)

Questions

10:40:07 Sen. Sesso asked if any action is needed to reallocate the leftover funds from

the CSG appropriations to the PNWER sponsorship.

Western Legislative Academy attendees

10:40:32 Ms. Fox gave an update on the Western Legislative Academy attendees. Sen.

Flowers and Rep. Cobb are confirmed and the Executive Committee is waiting

on the third confirmation.

2019 SESSION UPDATES

Initiative and referenda status - Julie Johnson, Legal Staff

10:41:52 Ms. Johnson distributed and discussed the status of initiatives and referenda.

(Exhibit 3)

Questions

10:45:37 Sen. Sesso asked if interim committees have an opportunity to comment or

weigh in on ballot initiatives.

Codification status - Susan Fox 

10:47:34 Ms. Fox gave an update on the codification and publication date for the Montana

Code Annotated.
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BRANCH BUDGET ITEMS 
Constituent Services Account update 
10:51:58 Ms. Fox (Exhibit 4) 

Questions

10:54:30 Rep. Schreiner asked about the number of districts that might be eligible for the

secondary account.

Information Systems Reserve Fund update

10:54:54

10:58:30

11:01:08

Motion/Vote

11:01:44

Ms. Fox discussed the IT Reserve Account Activity. (Exhibit 5)

Ms. Fox discussed the Summary 2017 Feed Bill. (Exhibit 6)

Ms. Fox discussed the transfer of feed bill appropriations to the IT Reserve 
Account. (Exhibit 7)

Sen. Sesso moved to transfer the balance of the 2017 Feed Bill in the amount of

$267,670 to the Legislative Branch Information Technology Reserve Account. 
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

STATUS ON SENATE BILL 310 WORK PLAN AND "LEGISLATIVE WEEK" - Susan Fox and

Council members

11:02:20

11:04:46

Questions

11:11:18

11:14:46

11:18:31

11:20:27

Questions

11:30:57

11:31:44

11:34:04

11:35:13

11:36:20

Ms. Fox discussed Senate Bill 310. (Exhibit 8)

Ms. Fox discussed "Legislative Week" (Exhibit 9)

Sen. MacDonald asked about the coverage of legislator salary.

Rep. Abbott asked about the structure of the Legislative Week.

Sen. Pomnichowski expressed her concerns regarding those interim committees 
not meeting during Legislative Week.

Amy Carlson, Legislative Finance Committee

Rep. Schreiner asked what promulgated the idea of a Legislative Week.

Sen. Thomas

Rep. Schreiner said that his concern is that this ends up shifting the interim 
committee work from individuals to where the Legislative Finance Committee is 
directing the interim committees' work to a specific group or bill.

Sen. Thomas

Sen. Sesso discussed getting the policy committees and the
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finance/appropriations committees more integrated so that finance should not be

driving policy and policy should not act in a vacuum as it relates to the finances

of the state.

11:42:48 Rep. Abbott expressed her concern that this idea might be pushing and pulling

interim committees away from the work that they would normally be doing.

11:44:17 Ms. Fox asked the Council for an endorsement on the structure of the Legislative

Week and potentially asking if leadership or the Legislative Council as a whole

would be willing to send a letter to the chairs inviting them to the Legislative

Week for planning purposes.

11:47:44 Sen. Thomas asked Ms. Carlson if the HB 715 work would be ongoing.

11:50:47 Rep. Hertz asked Ms. Carlson about the coordination between the Revenue and

Finance Committees in regards to HJR 35 and HB 715.

11:51:23 Rep. Hertz discussed the overlap between the HJR 35 and the HB 715 studies

and the need for some coordination between them.

Motion

11:53:25 Sen. Thomas moved to adopt and endorse the concept and structure of the

Legislative Week.

Discussion

11:53:45 Sen. MacDonald commented on the aging demographics and said she would like

a more direct conversations about changes that leadership should be thinking

about.

11:55:12 Sen. Pomnichowski referred to the Legislative Week schedule and asked about

the Wednesday schedule where the finance and revenue committees can hear

from the policy committees, and if there could be a balance between the first day

of breakout sessions with the finances of the state and local government and the

next day where the finance and revenue committees learn more from the policy

committees.

11:57:39 Rep. Abbott asked Ms. Fox if the budget would cover expenses for those

legislators who are not on interim committees and want to participate.

11:59:51 Sen. Pomnichowski asked Ms. Carlson if the Finance breakout sessions be

scheduled for those interim committees not meeting during Legislative Week, or

will those committee members have to make two trips in January; one, to

participate in the Legislative Week, and two, to attend their own meetings.

12:00:37 Ms. Carlson

12:01:57 Ms. Fox

12:03:05 Rep. Hertz discussed the idea of annual session as contained in Senate Bill 310. 

12:04:43 Rep. Schreiner asked Sen. Thomas if he would be willing to amend his motion to

include staff exploring the comments when building the schedule.

12:05:05 Rep. Schreiner asked Ms. Fox if she could put out a survey to find out what the
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number of participants in the Legislative Week would be for budget purposes

before the next Legislative Council meeting.

Motion Restated

12:05:43 Sen. Thomas moved to endorse and embrace the work that has been done,

including the input to the Finance and Appropriations committees on non-finance

issues that Sen. Pomnichowski brought up, and asking staff to flush out all the

comments and input that has been given up to this point.

12:08:12 Sen. Sesso said that he wanted to emphasize the importance of the motion

because of the continuance of the formation of a useful week. It is important that

the twelve leaders commit to the Legislative Week.

Vote

12:10:43 The motion passed unanimously by voice vote with those present and voting.

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS

Next Meeting

12:11:18 Ms. Fox discussed the Finance Committee changing its original December

meeting date to December 16 and 17, inviting the SB 310 steering committee to

meet with the Council at any time, and moving the December date to a

November meeting date if the Council wanted to meet sooner than December 10

and 11. Ms. Fox said she will work with Ms. Carlson on getting the SB 310

steering committee invited to the next meeting.

12:13:08 Rep. Schreiner asked about moving the December meeting dates and

suggested picking dates before the Council recesses to meet at the Barristers

for its strategic planning session.

12:16:02 Rep. Schreiner discussed appointing a Legislative Council subcommittee to help

with the formation of the Legislative Week. He will send out a list of participants.

12:17:24 Rep. Hertz suggested keeping the scheduled December meeting and have the

new subcommittee meet some time in November to help staff.

12:17:37 Rep. Schreiner said that the general consensus of the committee is to stay with

the proposed dates that is on the calendar.

PUBLIC COMMENT - None 

RECESS

12:18:31 Rep. Schreiner recessed the meeting at 12:18 p.m., to reconvene at the

Barrister's Bed and Breakfast.

Cl0425 9276fhxa.
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