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Please note: This document is a Minutes Log and provides annotation of the time elapsed between the beginning of 
the meeting and the time at which the item was presented or discussed, a motion was made, or a vote was taken.  
The narrative presented here is provided only as a guide to the audio or video recording of the meeting.  The official 
discussion, motion, or vote is available on the audio or video archive of this meeting.  The Legislature does not 
prepare a transcript of the meeting activities.  The time designation may be used to locate the referenced discussion 
on the audio or video recording of this meeting.  
 
Access to an electronic copy of these minutes and the audio or video recording is provided from the Legislative 
Branch home page at https://leg.mt.gov. From the home page, select the “Committees” drop down menu at the top, 
then select Administrative or Interim, and the appropriate committee. The written minutes log can be located by 
expanding the accordion menu for the date of the meeting. Links to the audio/video files can be located by selecting 
the Video/Audio button on the same page, then the “past/current recordings” button. From there, use the calendar to 
select the date of the meeting you wish to view/listen to. The written Minutes Log, along with links to the audio and 
video recordings, is listed by meeting date on the interim committee’s web page. Each of the Exhibits is linked and 
can be viewed by clicking on the Exhibit of interest. All Exhibits are public information and may be printed.  
Please contact the Legislative Services Division at 406-444-3064 for more information. 

 
SENATE ROLL CALL 

 
Senate Members Present Remotely:  

Sen. Fred Thomas, Chair (R) 
Sen. Mark Blasdel, Vice Chair (R) 
Sen. Steve Fitzpatrick (R) 
Sen. Douglas (Doug) Kary (R) 
Sen. Bob Keenan (R) 
Sen. Cary Smith (R) 
Sen. Scott Sales (R) 
Sen. Roger Webb (R) 

 

http://legmt.gov/


 
 

2 
 

Senate Members Excused: 
Sen. Albert Olszewski (R) 
Sen. Dick Barrett (D) 
Sen. Bryce Bennett (D) 
Sen. Margaret (Margie) MacDonald (D) 
Sen. Nate McConnell (D) 
Sen. Mike Phillips (D) 
Sen. Jon Sesso, Vice Chair (D) 
 

HOUSE ROLL CALL 
 
House Members Present in Helena: 
Rep. Becky Beard (R) 
 
House Members Present Remotely: 
Rep. Derek Skees, Chair (R) 
Rep. Forrest Mandeville, Vice Chair (R) 
Rep. Kimberly Dudik, Vice Chair (D) 
Rep. Seth Berglee (R) 
Rep. Frank Garner (R) 
Rep. Casey Knudsen (R) 
Rep. Edward Buttrey (R) 
Rep. Dennis Lenz (R) 
Rep. Matt Regier (R) 
Rep. Brad Tschida (R) 
 
House Members Excused: 
Rep. Kim Abbott (D)  
Rep. Bob Brown (R) 
Rep. Alan Doane (R) 
Rep. Robert Farris-Olsen (D) 
Rep. Shane Morigeau (D) 
Rep. Sharon Stewart Peregoy (D) 
Rep. Katie Sullivan (D) 
Rep. Tom Woods (D) 
 
STAFF PRESENT: 
Susan Fox, Executive Director 
Jaret Coles, Attorney 
Nadine Spencer, Secretary 
 
AGENDA (Attachment 1) 
 
VISITORS' LIST (Attachment 2) 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
14:01:04 Sen. Fred Thomas called the meeting to order at 2:01 PM.  
 
  

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Administration/Legislative-Council/2019-20/Meetings/JRules9-17/agenda10-19joint-rulesDRAFT.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Administration/Legislative-Council/2019-20/Meetings/JRules9-17/Oct19/Attachment2.pdf
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14:01:46 

ROLL CALL 
14:03:24 

Sen. Thomas said there were several requests by the public wanting to provide 
input on continuing the emergency declaration by the Governor due to COVID-
19. He said the subject matter is not on the agenda, but the committee will 
accept written public testimony. (Exhibit 1)

The committee secretary took the roll. (Attachment 3) 

REVIEW BALLOTS CAST ON THREE RULE POLLING QUESTIONS 
14:06:57 Sen. Thomas said the committee does not have a quorum in the House or the 

Senate but will recognize the votes that were taken by the legislature on the 
three rule polling questions. 

14:07:29 Rep. Dudik objected and said she did not believe the committee had the authority 
to meet and convene without a quorum.  

14:07:58 Sen. Thomas asked Marilyn Miller, secretary of the Senate, to provide the votes 
in the Senate. 

14:08:02 Ms. Miller said 50 members of the Senate voted. She said Joint Rule 30-70 
carried 26-24, Joint Rule 30-90 failed 21-29, and Joint Rules 60-05, 60-10, 60-40 
failed 20-30. 

14:08:42 Sen. Thomas asked Lindsey Vroegindewey, chief clerk of the House, to provide 
the vote on Joint Rule 30-70. Ms. Vroegindewey said 95 members of the House 
voted and the vote was 42 -53. 

14:09:06 Sen. Thomas asked Ms. Vroegindewey to provide the votes on the other rules. 
Ms. Vroegindewey said Joint Rule 30-90 failed 36-59 and Joint Rules 60-05, 60-
10, 60-40 failed 36-59. 

14:09:26 President Sales joined the meeting. 

DECLARE THE OUTCOMES OF THE THREE RULE POLLING QUESTIONS 
14:09:39 Sen. Thomas said only one vote passed in the Senate and all three votes failed 

in the House. He said none of the proposed rule changes were adopted by the 
Legislature. 

Public comment 
None 

14:11:00 Rep. Knudsen and Rep. Tschida, joined the meeting. 

CONSIDERATION OF ANY FURTHER RULE CHANGES 
14:11:41 Sen. Thomas asked if there were any other rule proposals. 

14:13:33 Sen. Keenan joined the meeting. 

Committee comments and discussion 
14:14:40 Rep. Dudik 
14:18:55 Rep. Skees 

https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Administration/Legislative-Council/2019-20/Meetings/JRules9-17/Oct19/Exhibit1.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Administration/Legislative-Council/2019-20/Meetings/JRules9-17/Oct19/Attachment3.pdf
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14:20:36 Rep. Dudik 
14:21:26 Rep. Tschida 
14:23:41 Rep. Dudik 
14:24:17 Rep. Tschida 
14:24:56 Sen. Thomas 
14:27:08 Rep. Dudik 
14:27:45 Sen. Thomas 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
14:28:04          Sen. Thomas adjourned the meeting at 2:28 PM.  
 




