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To: Legislative Council 
Legislative Audit Committee 
Legislative Finance Committee  

Date:  January 8, 2024 

From:  Department of Administration 

Re: Required proposal to Legislative Council to move the Legislative Audit Division out of the 
Capitol into an existing, renovated, or constructed building on the Capitol Complex.   

I. INTRODUCTION

House Bill 856 was passed during the 68th session in 2023. HB 856 “Generally Revise Capitol 
Complex Administration Laws” defines and codifies space within the Capitol Complex. As codified, 
§ 2-17-805(6) MCA, directs the Department of Administration to “submit a proposal to legislative
council to move the legislative audit division out of the capitol into an existing, renovated, or
constructed building on the capitol complex.” The statute further requires that “The department
proposal to legislative council must conform to space requirements identified by the legislative
audit division and must result in space allocation that is equal to or exceeds the existing space
occupied in the capitol by the legislative audit division.”

II. BACKGROUND

In 2020, DOA initiated the Remote Office Workspace Study (ROWS). ROWS encapsulates 
reconfiguring space to create modern, safe, efficient workspaces for State employees while 
reducing the leased space footprint across the enterprise, and deferred maintenance debt on the 
Capitol Complex. The Legislative Audit Division (LAD) participated in the initial ROWS data 
collection and analysis process and can utilize that analysis for the configuration of new space. HB 
856 appropriated $19 million to facilitate renovations or incurred costs associated with establishing 
a new location for LAD.  

LAD has outlined their specific space needs in a memo that has been attached to the end of this 
document.  
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III. LAD’S SPACE REQUIREMENTS

DOA has identified the fourth-floor west wing of the Mitchell Building as the space that best 
meets LAD’s requirements as a long-term space solution, pending Legislative Council 
approval.  

In their space requirements memo, LAD references seven key requirements essential to their 
business needs. 

1. Contiguous Space
2. Branch Separation
3. Physical Security
4. Public Reception Area

5. Parking
6. IT Infrastructure
7. Workspace Configuration

Contiguous Space: The fourth-floor west wing of the Mitchell Building is one contiguous space 
connected in the center with a lobby. This space totals just under 9,500 ft2 and meets current 
space needs while allowing for potential future growth. This space is 2,100 ft2 larger than the LAD’s 
current space in the Capitol. 

Branch Separation: This space is located on a shared floor, but the building structure allows for 
proper branch separation with the addition of access-controlled doors.  

Physical Security: The identified space on the fourth floor eliminates security concerns currently 
faced while being on the first floor of a building. This location can be secured using access control 
and cameras. In addition, this space has one central point of entry to allow for proper monitoring of 
individuals entering and leaving. 

Public Reception Area: The current space configuration allows for a public reception area outside 
of the secured access areas. Stairs and elevators lead directly to a lobby that could be used as a 
reception area. Renovations of the lobby area could provide a welcoming and comfortable waiting 
area.  

Parking: Parking is available on city streets in the vicinity as well as in shared State-owned parking 
lots. The parking lot attached to the Mitchell Building would provide two reserved parking spaces 
for LAD employees and contains 26 one-hour parking spots for visitors.    

IT Infrastructure: The proposed space is currently wired with State IT infrastructure. 

Workspace Configurations: LAD participated in the initial ROWS study to identify specific 
workspace requirements tied to their remote work and HR data. Most workers were classified in 
the medium-low to medium-high telework eligibility. LAD’s business case and medium telework 
coupled with their consistent off-site interactions with other agencies allows for significant 
workspace reconfiguration. The space identified in the Mitchell Building would allow for renovations 
that create a modern, efficient workspace with a mix of private offices, personal workstations, 
hoteling/reservable spaces, private meeting spaces, and a variety of collaborative spaces for 
different-sized work groups.  
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In addition to meeting the space needs outlined by LAD, the space identified is centrally located 
within the Capitol Complex, facilitating short walks to the Capitol Building and neighboring 
agencies on campus.  

IV. FINDINGS

DOA has identified the fourth-floor west wing of the Mitchell Building as the space that best 
meets LAD’s requirements as a long-term space solution, pending Legislative Council 
approval. This space solution will require moderate levels of renovation. Timelines associated with 
LAD’s potential relocation are tied to two renovation options. If LAD determines complete 
renovations are necessary to move into the identified space, the scope of renovations will directly 
affect the move timeline. If LAD determines that a scaled-back renovation (renewal) is appropriate 
as a temporary measure, their move could be accelerated to take place before the 2025 Session. 

Option #1: LAD can move into the identified space with limited renovations. Paint, carpet, 
and access control would be the main areas of focus. This option creates an 
expedited timeline to relocate LAD. Renovations beyond paint and carpet 
would have to be completed after the primary move-in date around 
employee’s workstations. At the earliest, this option would allow LAD to move 
into the Mitchell building before the 2025 Session. 

Option #2: Renovations could be completed before LAD moves into space as part of the 
larger ROWS-related projects. This option slows LAD’s move out of the Capitol 
building but allows for the completion of renovation projects while the space is 
vacant. Impact to LAD employees would be minimal as they would move into 
the identified space after work is completed. Timelines around option #2 will 
directly be affected by renovation timelines. 

Depending on which option the Legislative Council chooses, DOA and its consulting 
architecture firm will continue to work with LAD to develop floorplans and designs to facilitate 
the timely relocation of LAD. If Option #1 is chosen, an expedited decision would be required 
to meet timelines.   

V. ATTACHMENTS

1. LAD Space Requirements Memo
2. Current Mitchell Space Configuration
3. SMA Architecture Renovation Scope Options
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Current Mitchell Space Configuration 

Size Cost FY 2024 
9,442 ft2 11.36/ft2 

(Roberts St. View) 
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Mitchell Building, Level 4 West Wing Renovation Scoping 

issued 2023-11-17 

Targeted Renovation Area: West wing of Mitchell Building, Level 4 

(Highlighted area in green) 

Option 1 – Move In as Is Scenario 

Timeline: 4 weeks for drawings, 3-4 months for construction depending on award 

Construction Delivery: Design Bid Build 

Consultants Required: None 

Building Permit Required: No 

Scope of Renovation: As shown at attached concept plan - Excludes exterior improvements, 

demolition of walls, doors, ceilings, and bathroom fixture modifications. Includes 

replacement of carpet, paint, rubber base, and access control hardware only.  
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Option 2 – Full Renovation Scenario  

Timeline: 4.5 months* for drawings, 6 months for construction depending on award 

Construction Delivery: Design Bid Build 

Consultants Required: Structural, Mechanical, Electrical, Plumbing and Environmental 

engineer  

Building Permit Required: Yes 

Scope of Renovation: As shown at attached concept plan 

- Included: Demolition of most of the existing interior walls, creation of spaces per

Space Type Needs and Quantities Table, replacement of carpet, paint, rubber base,

relocation of doors, rerouting of mechanical and electrical equipment, addition of

new plumbing fixtures and residential appliances, design of new ceiling locations,

and access control hardware specification.

- Excluded: Exterior improvements, building deferred maintenance**, modifications to

existing restroom facilities

*Timeline determined without consultant input, duration could vary based on MEP engineer

availability 

** It is unclear if this renovation timeline would align with Mitchell Building renovations, 

mechanical modification design has potential to align with HVAC system to replace existing 

For the sake of simplicity we are not proposing changes to the restroom facilities at this 

time. We triple checked my math back at the office – the 4 toilets at the east side of the 

building would be suitable to serve the 15,000sf of space left at Level 4 without the west 

wing – but operationally we would not recommend this approach. While 4 toilets may be 

acceptable as a code minimum, this will leave 2/3 of the building with less fixtures then 

they likely will need given the proposed increased density. 

Re: Required proposal to Legislative Council to move the Legislative Audit Division out of the Capitol into an existing, 
 renovated, or constructed building on the Capitol Complex.  

Version 0.3 
1/8/2024 

Page 8 of 11

CMA313
Cross-Out

CMA313
Cross-Out

CMA313
Cross-Out



376 377

375

378365

363360B362361

WOMEN

MEN
364

352

360

308307306305304303302301

WOMEN

MEN

316

343

342

341

340
337

UP

335

333

332

331

330

329

328

327

326

325

324

323

UPDN

336

365

381

359

UPDN

UP DN

UP

DN

DN

UP

DA
TE
:SH

EE
T 
#:

DR
AW

N
 B
Y:

   
   
 S
PF

SC
AL
E:

1/
20

/2
02

2 
11

:0
3:

4 5
 A

M
S:

\A
ED

\S
ha

re
\P

ro
je

ct
 F

ile
s\

51
 A

&E
 In

-H
ou

s e
 P

ro
je

ct
s\

R
O

W
S\

17
 M

i tc
he

ll 
Bu

ild
in

g\
M

i tc
he

ll 
Fl

o o
r P

la
ns

.rv
t

1"
 =

 2
0'

-0
"

M
IT

C
H

EL
L 

BU
IL

D
IN

G
A4 3-

24
-2

01
6

3R
D

 F
LO

O
R

NORTH

360B362

UP

DN

318
790
154
576

1,344
423

0
320

392

372

4,689

Total at Concept
(sq. ft.)

SPACE TYPE NEEDS AND QUANTITIES

MITCHELL BLDG - LEVEL 4 WEST WING

TOTAL SPCE AVAILABLE: 9,442 SF

C
O

P
Y

/P
R

IN
T

LG CONF ROOM
423 sf

LG OFFICE
318 sf

BREAK ROOM
392 sf

MD OFFICE
198 sf

MD OFFICE
197 sf

MD OFFICE
199 sf

MD OFFICE
196 sf

SM OFF
72 sf

SM OFF
82 sf

STORAGE
372 sf

UP

HUDDLE
133 sf

HUDDLE
187 sf

360B362

UP

DN

318
790
154
576

1,344
423

N/A
320

392

372

4,689

Programmed at
Concept (sq. ft.)

RECEPTION
501 sf

OP
TI

ON
 1

 - 
M

OV
E 

IN
 A

S 
IS

 S
CE

NA
RI

O

360B362

UP

DN

1
4
2
9

32
1

0
2

1

1

# Units at Concept

RE: Proposal to Legislative Council to move the Legislative Audit Division out of the Capitol into an existing, 
renovated, or constructed building on the Capitol Complex.

Version 0.3 
1/8/2024 

Page 9 of 11



376 377

375

378365

363360B362361

WOMEN

MEN
364

352

360

308307306305304303302301

WOMEN

MEN

316

343

342

341

340
337

UP

335

333

332

331

330

329

328

327

326

325

324

323

UPDN

336

365

381

359

UPDN

UP DN

UP

DN

DN

UP

DA
TE
:SH

EE
T 
#:

DR
AW

N
 B
Y:

   
   
 S
PF

SC
AL
E:

1/
20

/2
02

2 
11

:0
3:

4 5
 A

M
S:

\A
ED

\S
ha

re
\P

ro
je

ct
 F

ile
s\

51
 A

&E
 In

-H
ou

s e
 P

ro
je

ct
s\

R
O

W
S\

17
 M

i tc
he

ll 
Bu

ild
in

g\
M

i tc
he

ll 
Fl

o o
r P

la
ns

.rv
t

1"
 =

 2
0'

-0
"

M
IT

C
H

EL
L 

BU
IL

D
IN

G
A4 3-

24
-2

01
6

3R
D

 F
LO

O
R

NORTH

SPACE TYPE NEEDS AND QUANTITIES

MITCHELL BLDG - LEVEL 4 WEST WING

TOTAL SPCE AVAILABLE: 9,442 SF

C
O

P
Y

/P
R

IN
T

LG CONF ROOM
397 sf

LG OFFICE
215 sf

STOR
52 sf

BREAK RM
405 sf

MED OFF
179 sf

HUDDLE RM
158 sf

MED OFF``
124 sf

MED OFF
126 sf

MED OFF
120 sf

MED CONF RM
362 sf

HUDDLE RM
157 sf

SM OFF
96 sf

SM OFF
94 sf

RECEPTION
492 sf

STORAGE
235 sf

OP
TI

ON
 2

 - 
FU

LL
 R

EN
OV

AT
IO

N 
SC

EN
AR

IO

360B362

UP

DN

318
790
154
576

1,344
423

0
320

392

372

4,689

Total at Concept
(sq. ft.)

360B362

UP

DN

318
790
154
576

1,344
423

N/A
320

392

372

4,689

Programmed at
Concept (sq. ft.)

360B362

UP

DN

1
4
2
8

36
1

1
2

1

2

# Units at Concept

RE: HB 856 required proposal to Legislative Council to move the Legislative Audit Division out of the Capitol 
into an existing, renovated, or constructed building on the Capitol Complex.

Version 0.3 
1/8/2024 

Page 10 of 11



WOMEN

MEN

WOMEN

MEN

316

343

342

341

340
337

UP

335

333

332

331

330

329

328

327

326

325

324

323

336

UPDN

UP DN

UP

DN

DN

UP

DA
TE
:SH

EE
T 
#:

DR
AW

N
 B
Y:

   
   
 S
PF

SC
AL
E:

1/
20

/2
02

2 
11

:0
3:

4 5
 A

M
S:

\A
ED

\S
ha

re
\P

ro
je

ct
 F

ile
s\

51
 A

&E
 In

-H
ou

s e
 P

ro
je

ct
s\

R
O

W
S\

17
 M

i tc
he

ll 
Bu

ild
in

g\
M

i tc
he

ll 
Fl

o o
r P

la
ns

.rv
t

1"
 =

 2
0'

-0
"

M
IT

C
H

EL
L 

BU
IL

D
IN

G
A4 3-

24
-2

01
6

3R
D

 F
LO

O
R

NORTH

RE: HB 856 required proposal to Legislative Council to move the Legislative Audit Division out of the Capitol into an existing, 
renovated, or constructed building on the Capitol Complex.

Version 0.3 
1/8/2024 

Page 11 of 11


	2023-11-17 Mitchel Building L4 LAD - SMA Renovation Scope Options.pdf
	2023-11-17 Mitchell Building Level 4 - Audit Concept Options_Flat




