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Ensuring 
Montana’s Child 

Care is Affordable, 
Accessible, & Safe:

Distribution of the 
Child Care & 

Development 
Fund



Does the DPHHS 
efficiently & effectively
distr ibute Chi ld Care & 
Development Fund 
resources to support  
Montanans’  access to 
affordable and safe
chi ld care of  their  
choice?

Objective



Child Care & Development Fund (CCDF)

-Federal

-Largest Funding Source

-Block Grant

-$30 Million per year for Montana

-$10 Million State Match





“PARENTS CANNOT HAVE 
CHOICE IN CHILD CARE 

UNTIL THEY HAVE ACCESS.”
-Audit  Interv iewee







Child Care Funding Decision–Making

-Child Care & Development Fund (CCDF) Plan 

-Criteria/Checklist

-Needs not being met

-Best Beginnings Scholarship (Subsidies) 70%





11 counties receive 
no subsidy funding





Recommendation #1

DPHHS conduct and document annual 

assessments of child care needs based on 

demographic information and use this data to 

inform funding distribution decisions.



CCDF Success Measurement
-Goals, Timelines

-Plans and Reports 

-Unable to measure progress

-Management Prioritizing 



Recommendation #2

DPHHS develop and document measurable goal of CCDF-

funded child care programs using the most recent county-level 

risk assessment and other inputs, including timelines, 

measurement tools, and target levels indicating success. 



“HAVING A SAFE PLACE 
TO LEAVE KIDS.”

-Parent survey response about priorities in funding



More Work Needed to Protect Kids

-Montana Sexual or Violent Offender Registry (SVOR)

-Found 3 Address Matches

-Currently Depend on Self-Attestation

-Cannot have a Registrant at Child Care

-Check disclosed names, not address of Child Care

-SVOR Addresses Available on Public-Facing Website



Recommendation #3

We recommend the DPHHS:

A. Change the license/renewal process to include a check of child care 

addresses against the Sexual or Violent Offender Registry.

B. Develop and document training on the correct action to take when 

information is received regarding a dangerous situation at a child care.



Questions?
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