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PROPOSER'S NAME/TITLE:  Zoe Barnard, Division Administrator   
ORGANIZATION: Addictive and Mental Disorders Division 
ADDRESS: 100 N. Park Avenue, Suite 300, Helena MT  59620 
PHONE: 406-444-7044 
FAX:  
E-MAIL: zbarnard@mt.gov 
 
1. What is the problem or issue?  
 
In 2007, MCA 53-21-1101 established a suicide prevention coordinator attached to the Director’s 
Office of DPHHS.  Over the past 13 years, the State Suicide Prevention Coordinator, DPHHS, and 
stakeholders across the State have worked to bring the issue of suicide to the forefront.  The 
Department is revising the State Strategic Plan for Suicide Prevention to build on existing programs, 
informed by national research and current best practices to provide folks with critical resources, 
information, and tools to enhance resiliency.  As part of that strategic initiative, the Department 
wishes to formally establish a suicide prevention program within the Addictive and Mental Disorders 
Division of DPHHS. 
 
2. What do you want the legislation to do?  
 
Specifically, the legislation should modify MCA 53-21-1101(1) to change “attached to the office of 
the director of the department” to “attached to the addictive and mental disorders division of the 
department.”  In addition, section (2)(c) should be updated to align with the new goals and objectives 
of the strategic plan. 
 
3. If possible, please list the MCA (Montana Code Annotated) sections that would 

need to be amended 
 
MCA 53-21-1101(1) 
 
MCA 53-21-1101(2)(c) 
 
4. If the proposed change requires additional funding, what funding sources do you 

propose?  
 
No additional funding is requested. 
 
5. Has similar legislation been requested in the past, been introduced in another 

state, or provided as a model act?  If so, please provide a citation, reference, or 
point of contact 

 
Other states have established similar programs, but the new goals of the suicide prevention 
plan are based on the best available evidence and informed by stakeholder participation. 
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