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CHIP (passed 1999) 

spending increases in HB 

2, as well as increased 

spending on children’s 

mental health and the 

nursing home utilization 

fee/intergovernmental 

transfer program.

Spending tied to I-149 becomes material. 

Increases tobacco taxes & expands 

spending. CHIP enrollment continues to 

climb. HB2 includes provider rate and 

direct care worker wage increases. HB 

667 and SB 324 pass.

2002-2006



2008-2011
Medicaid caseload 

increase and FMAP 

reduction. CHIP continues 

to expand, along with Big 

Sky Rx (increases state 

special revenue 

expenditure). SNAP 

spending increases. Great 

Recession begins.

ARRA stimulus begins 

(2009) and dramatically 

enhances FMAP. ARRA 

federal funds continue to 

grow in 2010.

ARRA continues but 

slows. Increased general 

fund spending needed for 

Medicaid and SNAP 

caseload. Child & Family 

Services Division (CFSD 

- foster care & related) 

caseload starts to climb.



2012-2016
ARRA ends. State share 

of Medicaid increases. 

State special revenue 

spending increases due  

to children’s mental 

health services. FTE 

added for Healthy MT 

Kids and medical 

marijuana programs.

Increased hospital and pharmacy 

spending in Medicaid. Continued 

growth in CFSD (foster care & 

related) caseload.

HELP Act increases 

federal expenditures for 

second half of FY 2016.



2017-2018

The vocational rehabilitation 

program entitlement, HELP 

expenditures, and CFSD 

caseload (foster care & related) 

drive higher general fund 

spending. Enrollment in HELP 

exceeds estimates.

Special session reductions 

reduce GF expenditures. HELP 

drives continued federal fund 

spending. Enrollment in HELP 

begins to slow.



What about population & caseload?



What about spending on traditional Medicaid?



What about spending on all Medicaid, including expansion?



1. State responses to major federal legislation (CHIP, 

Medicaid expansion)

2. State-level impacts of national macroeconomic changes 

(ARRA and other countercyclical spending)….MT is “along 

for the ride” in some cases

3. Caseload dynamics driven by

a. Policy choices

b. Population changes

c. External factors

What are the major drivers of expenditure change in the last 

20 years of Section B?


