
Aquatic invasive species (AIS) are a significant threat to Montana’s economy and water 
resources. FWP works closely with partners to manage and coordinate AIS prevention, 
early detection and outreach efforts. These partnerships have strengthened the AIS ef-
fort state-wide. The program continues to evaluate operations and institute changes to 
make the AIS program more effective and efficient.

AIS Prevention
Watercraft inspection stations 
are Montana’s first line of 
defense against the introduction 
of AIS. 

Watercraft inspections in Montana have 
more than doubled since 2016. The state 
has more than 35 watercraft inspection 
stations operated in partnership with ten 
agencies.

XXTo date, more than 104,000 watercraft have been inspected in 2019.  Stations will continue operation 
through October at some locations. 
XXIntercepted 14 boats with zebra/quagga mussels.
XXDecontaminated more than 100 boats transporting aquatic plants. 

Changes to the Watercraft Inspection program in 2019 included:  
XXExpanded hours of operation.
XXIncreased partner participation including:

»» New stations operated by Powder River CD at Broadus and Bighorn CD south of St Xavier.
»» Existing station operation contracted with CSKT, Garfield CD and McCone CD.
»» Increased local community involvement, engagement and enforcement.
»» Consistent protocols, materials and data collection implemented state-wide.

XXExpanded regional coordination to address transport of mussels from source waters.
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Watercraft inspection data is now available to view on the new AIS Dashboard.  Go to 
www.CleanDrainDryMT.com and click AIS Dashboard. 

AIS Monitoring and Detection
Search for new AIS and monitor existing populations

Monitoring crews conduct systematic surveys of waterbodies across the state looking for new pop-
ulations of AIS. AIS early detection surveys will continue through the fall of 2019.

XXMore than 180 waterbodies have been sampled for all taxa AIS.
XXOver 1,500 plankton tow samples collected for zebra/quagga mussel larvae early detection.
XXThe FWP AIS lab has analyzed all high-risk samples collected this season. To date, no mussel larvae 
have been detected in samples from Montana.
XXFWP partnered with the Flathead Lake Biological Station to conduct an enhanced invasive mussel 
survey on Tiber Reservoir in August. The survey utilized both molecular (eDNA) and microscopy 
methods. Labs are currently processing the samples.
XXEurasian watermilfoil was detected at Beaver Lake (near Whitefish) this season. Staff removed the 
plants andfollow-up surveys continue to ensure eradication. 
XXAsian clams were detected in Lake Elmo (Billings). Delineation surveys are ongoing. Survey results will 
guide response planning.
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Statewide Coordination
Cooperate among partners for a consistent and unified AIS program

XX Collaborate with DNRC, MISC, UC3, Conservation Districts, Tribes, watershed group, and NGOs to 
implement AIS programs statewide.
XX Involve partners in AIS prevention, watercraft inspection stations, and monitoring.
XX Conduct a statewide information campaign using print, radio, tv, billboards, and social media.
XX Provide targeted outreach materials to boaters, anglers, irrigators, and other user groups.
XX Conduct educational events for organizations, teachers, and schools.

Plan for 2020
FWP will investigate implementing these changes to the AIS program next year:

XX If there are no further detections of mussel larvae in Canyon Ferry this season, FWP will explore lifting 
mandatory exit inspection requirements.  
XX Seek to increase partner involvement with AIS prevention, early detection, and outreach.
XX Explore extending inspection hours and operating season at high-risk locations.

Montana AIS Summit December 4th and 5th at Carroll College in Helena. 
The inaugural AIS Summit will provide information on AIS program progress and 
solicit input and ideas for changes and improvements moving forward.
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