






































































































































































































































































 

1101 11TH AVE, HELENA, MT 59601 • (406) 443-5711 • WWW.MACDNET.ORG 

 
Representative Jim Keane, Chair 
Senator Mike Lang, Vice Chair 
Montana State Legislature Helena, Montana 
 
Dear Chairman Keane, Vice Chairman Lang, and Members of the Council: 

The Montana Association of Conservation Districts supports your inquiry into Wilderness Study 
Areas.  
 

We noted that your report mentions WSAs under the control of the Bureau of Land Management. 
We’d like to expand on that, as they are the subject of our comments. 
 
In 2006 the Conservation Districts passed a resolution focused on the Hidden Pasture Creek 
Wilderness Study Area, west of Dell, Montana. The resolution may be seen in its entirety below. 
The resolution outlined several practical issues that, 14 years later, are still vexing the 
community. These seem to be issues that could be addressed with a common sense approach by 
all the parties. 
 
We note that our Congressional Delegates seemed to be asking for Montanans to come up with 
ideas for solutions. Please note that Montana’s 58 Conservation Districts and our more than 400 
locally-elected and appointed Supervisors who volunteer their time in every county in the state 
stand ready and willing to work through this issue and find practical and collaborative solutions. 
 
Please let me know if you need additional details or have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Simpson, President 

Montana Association of Conservation Districts 
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Resolution 06-10: Request the United States Congress to Remove Hidden Pasture Creek 

Wilderness Study Areas from Wilderness Study Designation 

● Year: 2006 

● Committee: Soil and Land Use 

● Topic: Public Lands 

● Area Originating From: Area 6 

● General Session Action: Passed 

● Submitted by: Beaverhead Conservation District 

 

WHEREAS, The Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) wilderness study recommendations to 

Congress from the President of the United States, in January of 1993, was to exclude the Hidden 

Pasture Creek Wilderness Study Area (WSA #MT-076-022) located west of Dell, Montana, total 

acreage 15,509; and 

 

WHEREAS, this area has been basically set aside as wilderness as a result of inaction for over 13 

years making it difficult, and in some cases impossible, for the residents of Southwest Montana 

to conduct business in this area; and 

 

WHEREAS, the southern boundary of this WSA is the county road which has historically been, 

and remains, the principle transportation route for those living and using the Big Sheep Basin for 

ranching and recreation and by the BLM, the Department of State Lands, and the United States 

Forest Service; and 

 

WHEREAS, the local electric cooperative (Vigilante Electric), in the process of providing 
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electrical service to the area, has their power line criss-cross over the road because the canyon is 

narrow, crooked and very steep, thereby putting portions of the line in the WSA which subjects 

the utility to all the WSA restrictions thereby limiting the access maintenance, repair or 

improvement to this line; and 

 

WHEREAS, the WSA designation precludes the Beaverhead County Road Department from 

addressing transportation safety issues such as being able to widen the road to prevent head-on 

and side-swipe accidents which have involved travelers unfamiliar with the road, area ranchers 

and even the Lima School bus, which travels this gravel road twice daily when school is in 

session; and 

 

WHEREAS, the only suitable, angular-shaped rock that meets NRCS standards in the southern 

half of Beaverhead County that is accessible to larger dump trucks and machinery is located 

immediately along the north side of the county road in the WSA; and 

 

WHEREAS, one local rancher’s center pivot crosses approximately 2.5 acres of land included in 

the WSA while at the same time 8 acres of his deeded land is within the WSA, causing said 

landowner, at great expense (after the fact), to install 2 barricades and an auto-reverse option to 

keep the pivot from crossing that portion of the WSA because the BLM will not trade the two 

parcels or permit the landowner an agricultural use lease even though said landowner is allowed 

to travel through the area on an improved gravel road and flood irrigate said area; and 

 

WHEREAS, the east boundary of the WSA is within 5 miles of the town of Dell, Interstate 15, 

Highway 91, the Union Pacific Railroad track, and has historically, since the early 1900’s, been 
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used for logging, coal mining and therefore has numerous old roads as well as the rock quarry 

that has been utilized by residents, local contractors, the Beaverhead County Road Department 

and the Union Pacific Railroad for decades; and 

 

WHEREAS, area residents, the local telephone and electrical utilities, and the commissioners of 

Beaverhead County have written letters and sent petitions to our State Senators and 

Representatives asking that the Hidden Pasture WSA be released from further wilderness 

consideration, as per BLM recommendations; 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Montana Association of Conservation Districts be in 

favor of and pledge its support for these groups requesting, during the next session of the United 

States Congress, that the Hidden Pasture Creek WSA number MT-076-022 be removed from any 

further wilderness study designation. 
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>> To : Rep Jim Keene, Chairman and Members of the Environmental Quality Council 
>>  
>> I would like to comment on the Hidden Pasture Wilderness Study Area. I am a life long resident of 
Dell MT who lives and own property near the WSA. I thank you for the opportunity to comment on the 
status of the Hidden Pasture Wilderness Study Area. 
>>  
>> The decision to either include or exclude the area as wilderness is long overdue which has created it 
as defacto wilderness for far too long. In 1993 the Bureau of Land Management recommendations from 
the President of the United States to Congress was to exclude Hidden Pasture from wilderness 
designation. This defacto designation has created many problems and inability to manage in the area. 
>>  
>> The southern boundary of the area is a designated right of way for the county road that is the main 
access for the Big Sheep Creek and is a Scenic Byway. The road is used to support ranching interests, 
recreation, fire prevention, law enforcement, and is a school bus route. 
>> The local electric provider, Vigilante Electric Cooperative Inc. has a distribution line that serves Sheep 
Creek Basin and because of the steep and winding canyon it crosses the road many times and is in and 
out of the WSA. This restricts VEC from adequately maintaining, repairing or improving, the line without 
violating the previsions of the WSA. 
>> There is also a fiber optic cable that uses the county road right of way. 
>>  
>> The WSA designation prevents the county road department from addressing safety and maintenance 
concerns. The road needs to be widened and straightened to prevent accidents. Within the WSA along 
the roadway is the only site in southern Beaverhead County that has the size and quantity of angular-
shaped rock that is accessible to large trucks and machinery. The only other rock of this type is near 
Sheridan, MT which is at least 80 miles away. This rock has been used for road and bridge construction, 
flood control, and many other uses since settlement in the area. 
>>  
>> In discussing management of wilderness and monument areas with BLM officials, they have candidly 
told me that they are able to make more and better decisions on the management of lands that are 
under conventional management guidelines. They also said that Hidden Pasture should have never been 
designated as a WSA. The BLM has, in the past, done several treatments to the area which should 
remove it from wilderness designation. They have contour plowed some of the area to prevent soil 
erosion which can be seen from Google Earth. They also planted nonnative grass (Sheep Fescue) which 
is not palatable to livestock and wildlife. They also constructed roads along with other vegetative 
treatments.  
>> The WSA designation makes it harder, if not impossible to manage weeds, wildfires and conifer 
encroachment. 
>> The WSA designation limits the management by the livestock permittee to construct water lines and 
install water tanks for the benefit of livestock and wildlife. It also precludes building fences that would 
improve livestock grazing utilization and the condition of the resource. It also makes it more difficult to 
maintain existing fences, roads and water developments. 
>> The road restrictions also limits the use by recreationalists and hunters. 
>> For these reasons I urge you to remove Hidden Pasture from the Wilderness Study Area designation. 
>  
> Allen C. Martinell 
> PO Box 240077 
> Dell, MT 59724 
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