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Dear Mr. Robison: 

The USDA ReConnect program is a great opp01tunity for rural Montana communities to gain access to 

reliable broadband and increase connectivity throughout our state. Broadband access and adoption 

helps promote economic development and social equity, while advancing public health, public safety 

and educational opp01iunities for all. Unfo1iunately, in many of our rural communities reliable, 

affordable broadband is not a reality. The best data we have indicates 92% of urban Montanans have 

access to broadband, while only 59% of rural Montanans have access. In reality, the digital divide in 

Montana is likely greater. 

The USDA ReConnect grant will provide critical funding for Montana communities to increase 

connectivity which can impact regional commerce, education, health and public safety, cultural 

enrichment, government operations, and add in countless conveniences and efficiencies in Montanans 

lives. Broadband has become as critical to the future of economic growth as access to electricity. 

I offer this letter in response to and documentation for Montana applicants regarding the State 

Broadband Activities ranking criteria. The application guidelines states: 

For projects that are in a State that has a broadband plan that has been updated within five years 
of the date of publication of this FOA, 10 points will be awarded. An additional 5 points will be 
awarded for projects located in states that do not restrict utilities from delivering broadband 
service, and 5 more points for projects located in states that expedite right-of-way and 
environmental requirements. 

Applicants from Montana should be awarded the State Broadband Activity priority points as the state 

meets the ranking criteria requirements. In 2015, the Interconnectivity and Telecommunications Report 
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and Recommendations ( enclosed) was developed by a group of industry leaders. The report gives 

recommendations and guidance on how the state and its partners can accomplish the objective of 

ensuring all Montana businesses and communities have efficient and reliable infrastructure, including 

broadband. The report helps guide the future of broadband in the state and provides recommendations 

on enhancing broadband and telecommunications access across Montana. The state considers this 

document to be a statewide broadband plan, which has been updated within 5 years and is readily 

available online to the public. Found at http://mainstreetmontanaproject.com/. Direct link is 

http://mainstreetmontanaproject.com/Portals/44/Broadband%20KIN%20Report%20-%20Final%
20December%201%2C%202015_1.pdf 

Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) has a favorable and accelerated right-of-way process 

for utilities, including telecommunications. The environmental review process for utilities is regulated 

by the Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), and obtaining a utility permit would 

follow the same process as a general storm water permit. The process to get a storm water construction 

permit is very quick, generally within a week. The process has been expedited through the Fees, 

Applications, and Compliance Tracking System (FACTS), which streamlines the permitting process. 

See the attached document for an outline of both MDT and DEQ's permitting processes. Finally, the 

state does not restrict utilities from delivering broadband service. 

I have also sent a Memo to MDT Director Tooley and DEQ Director McGrath requesting the agencies 
prioritize right-of-way and environmental reviews for successful USDA ReConnect applicants 
(attached). 

Broadband is critical to economic opportunity, job creation, education, and civic engagement. There 
are too many parts of our state where broadband is unavailable, and the state is committed to assisting 
in efforts that support increased connectivity, particularly in our rural areas. 

Sincerely, 

STEVE BULLOCK 
Governor 








