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Meal Patterns

• National School Lunch Program

• School Breakfast Program

• Afterschool Snack Program 

SCHOOL YEAR 2018-19

Meal Eligibility

• Free and Reduced-Price Meal 

Application

• Income Eligibility Guidelines

• Community Eligibility Fact Sheet

• Reimbursement Rates

http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page Files/School Nutrition/NSLP/Lunch Meal Pattern.pdf?ver=2018-07-30-163458-763
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page Files/School Nutrition/SBP/Offer versus Serve_Breakfast Handout-Updated 9-27-2019.pdf?ver=2019-10-02-101938-333
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page Files/School Nutrition/ASP/ASP_MealPatternBasic.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page Files/School Nutrition/Meal Eligibility/Forms and Policy/FreeReduced App 2019-2020.pdf?ver=2019-07-10-143221-637
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page Files/School Nutrition/Meal Eligibility/Forms and Policy/Income Eligibility_Guidelines_2019-20.pdf?ver=2019-07-03-165556-667
http://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page Files/School Nutrition/Meal Eligibility/CEP/CEP Fact Sheet Accessible for Web.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=7eqdm6NeQ10%3d&portalid=182


FUNDING

Reduced/Paid Meal 

Payments
Federal 

Reimbursement

USDA Foods/DOD Fresh 

Entitlement

Butte Public Schools



LUNCH

Federal 

Reimbursement

Meal 

Payment

Total

Free 

Lunch

$3.50 $0 $3.50

Reduced

Lunch

$3.10 $0.40 $3.50

Paid 

Lunch

$0.41 $3.09 * $3.50

*Recommended price; amount charged to households for paid lunches is a district 

decision and district is exempt from Paid Lunch Equity requirements if the district has a 

positive or zero balance in its nonprofit school food service account. 

Billings Public Schools

Choteau Public Schools

Missoula Public Schools

http://opi.mt.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=fWYmKHZCEck%3d&portalid=182


BREAKFAST

Federal 

Reimbursement

Meal

Payment

Total

Free 

Breakfast

$1.84 $0 $1.84

Reduced

Breakfast

$1.54 $0.30 $1.84

Paid 

Breakfast

$0.31 $1.53 * $1.84

*Recommended price; amount charged to households for paid breakfasts is a district 

decision

Somers Elementary



COVID-19 
RESPONSE

• Increased program flexibilities through USDA 

approved waivers

• Open unanticipated school closure Summer Food 

Service Program sites allow for all children 18 and 

under to receive a meal free of charge

• In March, 111 school districts transitioned from 

National School Lunch Program to Summer Food 

Service Program for unanticipated school closures

• Example of meal service operations during COVID-

19 at Hamilton Public Schools 

March 2020 2019

SFSP Sponsors 132 92

SFSP Sites 350 267

Open Summer Food Service Program Breakfast and Lunch Sites

http://opi.mt.gov/COVID-19-Information
https://www.fns.usda.gov/disaster/pandemic/covid-19
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Kxxp1p6vkVhb7gkL9VPeTgsRQCFW7Vjb
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NBXH7BMTZXU&feature=youtu.be
https://schoolmealfinder.hoonuit.com/?filter_state=mt


National School Lunch Program

March 2020 March 2019

NSLP Sponsors 253 252

NSLP Sites 806 805

March Claim Amount $2,278,251 $4,062,562

March Meals 1,128,041 2,057,266

Summer Food Service Program – Unanticipated School 

Closures
March 2020 March 2019

SFSP Sponsors 132 0

SFSP Sites 350 0

March Claim Amount $1,347,158 $0

March Meals 405,699 0

Reimbursement Comparison

March 2020 March 2019

NSLP $2,278,251 $4,062,562

SFSP $1,347,158 $0

Total $3,625,409 $4,062,562

MARCH MEALS

Great Falls Public Schools



THANK YOU!

Independent Elementary


