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ROLL CALL 
Members Present: 

Rep. Fred Anderson, Chair (R) 
Sen. Edith (Edie) McClafferty, Vice Chair (D) 
Sen. Carlie Boland (D) 
Rep. Moffie Funk (D) 
Rep. Bruce Grubbs (R) 
Rep. Connie Keogh (D) 
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Sen. Daniel Salomon (R) 
Sen. Russel (Russ) Tempel (R) 
Rep. Sue Vinton (R) 
Rep. Bedey (R) 
Rep. Jones (R) 
Sen. Ellis (D) 
 

 
Members Excused: 

Rep. Tom Woods (D) 
Rep. Hamlett 

 
Members Absent:  
 
Staff Present: 

Pad McCracken, Research 
Analyst 
Bri Nordhagen, Secretary 
Laura Sankey, Attorney 

 
 
Committee Business Summary 
 
08:41:29 Overview of Emergency Declaration and Governor's powers. 

Questions from the committee 
 
08:46:56 none 

08:47:05 OCHE updates on COVID - 19 and the Montana University System 

Questions from the committee 
 
08:58:46 Rep. Grubbs asked Mr. Trevor about MSU Bozeman, the new dining 

hall/dorms and how bond payments were going too be covered.  
09:00:09 Rep. Funk asked what percentage of students remained on campus and 

how were they looking at what might be needed over the summer 
regarding housing for students who don't have another place to go. 

09:02:16 Rep. Vinton asked Mr. Trevor about the 26 million to Montana institutions - 
and whether it's in addition to of part of the $1.5 billion dollar minimum 
contained in the current bill before congress. 

09:04:08 Sen. Salomon asked about the summer programs being done online and if 
degrees could be accomplished through those online programs. Sen. 
Salomon asked about recruitment and the number of applications. 

OPI updates on 
COVID - 19 and 
public schools 



09:09:35 
Questions from the committee 

09:14:55 Rep. Bedey asked Mr. Klapmeier for a one-page summary of federal 
funding programs to be sent to Mr. McCracken from OPI. 

09:15:21 Rep. Funk asked how the discretionary funds were going to be allocated 
by the Governor to be used for education. Rep. Funk asked about figures 
on what the approximate value or amounts Montanan's are getting. 

09:18:41 Sen. Tempel asked if information regarding what would be happening to 
schools would be made available. 

09:19:46 Rep. Bedey asked about the federal stimulus money that comes in three 
packages and for clarification on where money is going. 

09:21:36 Rep. Jones stated $1.25 billion dollars would be coming to each state. 

09:23:09 Rep. Vinton asked for clarification regarding the $41 million to OPI and for 
the word "primarily" to be defined.  

09:24:30 Sen. Salomon asked about the waver to not have the testing this spring, 
would that be delayed for a year or until next fall. Sen. Salomon asked if 
kids will have to go back to school for a couple weeks or be done for the 
year. 

09:28:08 Rep. Vinton asked for information regarding transportation funds as it 
relates to paying school bus drivers/mechanics. Rep. Vinton asked why 
those funds weren't being allocated in those areas. 

09:32:02 Rep. Funk asked if there was anything the committee could do to honor 
those contracts. Rep. Funk asked if anything could be done when districts 
weren't honoring the budget. Rep. Funk asked if money could be used for 
transportation or does it come from the general fund. 

09:38:55 Rep. Bedey asked Mr. Klapmeier for a one-page report on existing statues 
and rules regarding the sandbox. 

09:40:31 Rep. Funk asked for updates on how MSU-B was doing. 

09:41:33 Rep Bedey asked Mr. Klapmeier for a summary on how community 
colleges were doing. 

09:42:31 Rep. Vinton asked about the direction for revenue  and if there was any 
information about relaxing the timelines of delaying taxes for small 
businesses. 

ADJOURNMENT 
09:47:35 
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