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Energy and Telecommunications Interim Committee 
Zoom Videoconference 
1:00 p.m., May 21, 2020 

 
AGENDA TIMES ARE APPROXIMATE 
 
1:00 p.m.  Call to order 
 
1:05 p.m.  Public Service Commission Study 

1. Introduction – Mr. Graff 
2. States' Structures: Advocacy Staff – Mr. Graff 
3. Montana Consumer Counsel Perspectives – Robert 

Nelson  
4. Public Comment 
5. Questions from the Committee 
6. Committee Action, if any 

 
2:00 p.m.  Utility sector COVID-19 updates 
   1. NorthWestern Energy – Brian Bird, CFO 

2. Montana Dakota Utilities – Cory Fong, Director of 
Communications & Public Affairs  

3. Montana Electric Cooperatives – Gary Wiens, Montana 
Electric Cooperatives Association CEO; Mark Johnson, 
Flathead Electric Cooperative Manager; Gretchen 
Boardman, Big Flat Electric Cooperative Manager 

4. Montana Telecommunications Association –  
Geoff Feiss, General Manager 

   5. Public Comment  
   6. Questions from the Committee 
   7. Committee action, if any 
 
3:00 p.m.  Administrative Rule Review  
   1. Introduction -- Mr. Walker 
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   2. Questions from Committee 
   3. Public Comment 
   4. Committee action, if any 
 
3:30 p.m.  PSC Update 
   1. PSC -- Chairman Brad Johnson 
   2. Public Comment  
   3. Questions from the Committee 
   4. Committee action, if any 
 
4:30 p.m.  Public Comment on matters within the jurisdiction of the ETIC 
 
4:35 p.m.  Committee Work Session 
   1.  Review of Work Plan 
   2. Review of Schedule 
   3. Directions to Staff 
   4. July Meeting Items 
 
5 p.m.  Adjourn 
 
 
 
This meeting is open to the public. The meeting will be streamed live on www.leg.mt.gov and 
broadcast on the Montana Public Affairs Network (MPAN) if you wish to view only. An archived 
recording of the meeting will also be made immediately available on leg.mt.gov.  
 
Members of the public who wish to participate may join the meeting. If you want to participate, 
please email Trevor.Graff@mt.gov with your name and a request and you will be sent a 
calendar invite with instructions for joining and participating in the call by 5 p.m. the day before 
the call.  
 
A time will be provided for oral public comment on the agenda, at that time, members of the 
public who have joined may "raise their hand" and participate after being recognized by the 
presiding officer or the meeting host. Comments will be taken in order. Written public comment 
via email in advance of the meeting to Trevor.Graff@mt.gov is also welcome and will be 
provided to committee members.  
 
Any oral or written public comment provided to the committee is a public record that is 
recorded, archived, and available on the web.  
 
The Montana Legislative Services Division will make reasonable accommodations for persons 
with disabilities who wish to participate in this public meeting. For questions about accessibility or 
to request accommodations, please contact Trevor Graff at Trevor.Graff@mt.gov or 406-444-
4975 as soon as possible before the meeting date. 


