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“Flagship” 4-year research university
Independent accreditation and budget

4-year regional/specialty university
Independent accreditation and budget

* Northern and Western offer 2-year programs

“Standalone” 2-year college
Independent accreditation and budget

“Embedded” 2-year college
Dependent accreditation and budget

= historic vo-tech centers and statutory 1.5 
mill levy on county ($ to state general fund)

2-year community college
Independent accreditation and budget

Receives state funding outside MUS “lump”
Supported by various local levies

Governed by locally elected trustees under 
supervision and coordination of the regents

2- and 4-year tribally controlled college
Independent accreditation and budget

Receives state funding only through 
reimbursement for resident nonbeneficiary

students pursuant to 20-25-428, MCA

Public Postsecondary Education in Montana:
Structure, Relationship, and Governance
Prepared for the MUS 2-Year Commission by Pad McCracken,
Legislative Research Analyst, August 2019 (revised April 2020)

“Embedded” 2-year college
Dependent accreditation and budget

(Bitterroot College is in a sense twice-embedded)

From Section 9 of Article X of the Montana Constitution:
(2) (a) The government and control of the Montana university system is 
vested in a board of regents of higher education which shall have full 
power, responsibility, and authority to supervise, coordinate, manage 
and control the Montana university system and shall supervise and 
coordinate other public educational institutions assigned by law.

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0150/part_0020/section_0250/0200-0150-0020-0250.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0150/part_0010/section_0030/0200-0150-0010-0030.html
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0250/part_0040/section_0280/0200-0250-0040-0280.html
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